
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So come with me, we’ll go and see  
The Big Rock Candy Mountain. 
We will stroll along and sing a song 
Of the land of milk and honey 
Where a bum can stay 
For many a day 
And he won’t need any money 

 
There ain’t no short-handled shovels 
No axes, saws or picks 
I’m goin’ to stay  
Where you sleep all day 
Where they hung the jerk 
That invented work 
In the Big Rock Candy Mountain 
 
 
 
 

JESUS PEOPLE NEWSLETTER 

4338 Third Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95817 

The “Reality Check” Zine 
Editor:  Thomas Adcock



 2

STATEMENT OF FAITH 
We Believe: 
In the Trinity: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
Jesus Christ is True God and True Man.  The Holy 
Spirit is a Divine Person.  The Old and New 
Testaments are God's Divinely Inspired words.  All 
have sinned and come short of the Glory of God and 
are in need of salvation.  Salvation has been 
provided through Jesus Christ for all men.  It is the 
will of God that every believer be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.  Healing is available to every believer only 
when it is God’s will to act.  Ultimate healing is at the 
resurrection of the body.  The Church consists of all 
those who have received the Biblical Jesus Christ as 
their personal Lord and Savior.  There shall be a 
bodily resurrection of the just and the unjust.  In the 
personal, visible, imminent return of Jesus Christ.  In 
water baptism, and observance of the Lord's Supper. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 CIVIL WAR 
 

 

Places where we have sent free Christian literature for the last 47 years: 
 

U.S.A.- every state 
American Samoa 
Argentina, S. America  
Australia 
Belgian Congo, Africa 
Belgium 
Belize, C. America 
Benin W. Africa  
Botswana, Africa  
Brazil, S.  America 
Bulgaria 
Burma 
Cambodia  
Cameroon, W. Africa  
Canada 
Chad, Africa  
China    
Colombia.  S.  America 
Cuba 
Denmark 
Ecuador, S. America 
Egypt 
England 
Ethiopia, E. Africa 

 

France 
Finland 
Germany 
Ghana, W. Africa 
Greece 
Greenland 
Guam 
Guinea, Africa 
Guyana, S. America 
Haiti 
Hong Kong, China 
Hungary 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Ivory Coast, W. Africa 
Jamaica, W. Indies 
Japan 
Kenya, E. Africa 
Kuwait 

 

Liberia, W. Africa 
Madagascar  
Malawi, Africa 
Malaysia  
Mexico 
Micronesia  
Mozambique, Africa 
Myanmar  
Namibia, S. Africa 
Nepal 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Niger, Central Africa 
Nigeria, W. Africa 
Norway 
Pakistan  
Panama  
Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal  
Puerto Rico 
Republic of Congo, Africa 
Republic of S. Africa 

 

Rwanda, Africa 
Romania 
Russia 
Scotland 
Sierra Leone, W. Africa 
Singapore 
South Korea 
Spain 
Sri-Lanka 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Taiwan 
Tanzania, E. Africa 
Thailand 
Tibet 
Togo, W.  Africa 
Trinidad, W. Indies 
Uganda, Africa 
Ukraine 
Zambia, Africa 
Zimbabwe-Rhodesia, 
  S. Africa 
 

Free literature goes out constantly  

R E A D  T H I S  
F I R S T  

If this is the first free newsletter you have received 
from us and you do not want to receive any more-Do 
Nothing-you will not receive another. However, if 
you would like to continue receiving our newsletter 
you must contact us by e-mail or letter to keep 
receiving it. We will not send you any letters 
begging for money.  Thank you.  Tom Adcock, 
President, Jesus People Ministry. Mailing address: 
4338 3rd Ave. Sacramento, CA 95817   
Website:  www.jesuspeopleinfo.org 
E-mail:  jesuspeoplemin@sbcglobal.net   
Message phone 916-456-9085 

Volume 47- Issue 1 (published seasonally)  This 
newsletter is published by Jesus People Information 
Center, 4338 3rd. Ave. Sacramento, CA 95817, a 
non-profit Christian evangelistic organization 
engaged in foreign missions, nationwide prison 
ministry, street evangelism.  Subscriptions are free on 
request.  This ministry is completely supported by 
individual, tax-deductible, free-will donations 
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“The true Grace of God teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts.” 
See Titus chapter 2 verses 11-12.  J.P. Editor 

Deceptive Quotes 
 

“Believers who lose or abandon their faith will 
retain their salvation.” Charles Stanley (Eternal 
Security: What Do We Have to Lose?)  Tape 6, 
M1090 
“You can live like the Devil as a believer and you 
will not lose your salvation, only your rewards in 
heaven.” Charles Stanley (Eternal Security: Can 
You be Sure?) Tape 3 MH190 
The word “lost” in the Bible story of the Prodigal 
son is explained “The Son was literally lost.  That 
is the father did not know where he was.”  
Charles Stanley (Eternal Security:  Can You Be 
Sure?) p. 52 
“The final verse of this parable [Mt. 25:14-30] is 
so severe that many commentators assume it is a 
description of hell.  It is not.” Charles Stanley 
(Eternal Security: Can You Be Sure?) p. 124 
“If a believer becomes an unbeliever his salvation 
is not in jeopardy.”  Charles Stanley (Eternal 
Security: Can You be Sure?) p. 7 
“How do you stay saved?  Do absolutely nothing, 
nothing.” Charles Stanley (Saved & Sure) Tape 
AW114

“What is falling from grace?  Is it losing one’s 
salvation? No” (The Five Points of Calvinism by 
Steele & Thomas) p. 56 
“God’s decree of election is secret, which persons 
are elect and which are reprobate will not be 
revealed before the judgment.” (New Geneva 
Study Bible,  1995 Edition) p. 1784 
“As Paul said ‘All things are permissible, but not 
all things are profitable.’ So committing 
fornication and a Christian getting drunk is 
permissible, but not profitable.” Bob George 
(People to People, Dallas, TX 11/16/1993) 
These people and many, many other TV and 
radio evangelists and book authors still teach 
these things.  J.P. Editor 
 
Reprinted from Jesus People Information Center 
Newsletter: Vol. 33, Issue 1:  4338 3rd Ave., 
Sacramento, CA 95817  
website:  www.jesuspeopleinfo.org 
email: jesuspeoplemin@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
gardener.  He cuts off every branch in me that 
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful.  You are already clean because of the 
word I have spoken to you.  Remain in me, as I 
also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by 
itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 
bear fruit unless you remain in me. 
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you 
remain in me and I in you, you will bear much 
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  If you 
do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is 
thrown away and withers; such branches are 
picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.   
John 15:1-6  (NIV) 

 
 

For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten 
(monogenes – one of a kind) son, 
that whosoever believes (perfect 
tense – is believing) in Him shall 
not perish but have eternal life. 
John 3:16 
=================================== 
Jesus is “The Son of Man” of 
Daniel chapter 7 vs 13, 14. 
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Hurtling Toward Oblivion 
By Richard A. Swenson, M.D. 

 
Preface 

One day as I was driving down I-94 near my home 
in Wisconsin, my thoughts shocked me into pulling 
over to the side of the road.  All of a sudden, without 
warning and without specific intention, my mind had 
sequenced several future trends in such a way that 
the end of the age seemed unavoidable.  Before the 
idea could disappear into a poof of cerebral vapor, I 
quickly slammed the car into park, tore off a scrap of 
paper, and frantically began writing.  There I sat—
probably illegally—along a stretch of rural 
Wisconsin interstate, traffic flying by at 70 miles per 
hour.  But I had forgotten everything else, instead 
fully concentrating on recording my thoughts while 
at the same time shaking my head in astonishment 
and disbelief.  Is history really rounding the last lap 
for the homestretch?  I wondered. 
 I have no idea why my brain processed in the 
way it did.  I had not previously taken more than a 
passing interest in doomsday scenarios.  Among the 
thousands of books in my library, I doubt if I owned 
a single volume on the topic.  I had no emotional 
investment that desired the destruction of the world.  
I had no preconceived theological position that was 
benefited by such end-times reasoning (except, 
perhaps, that I believed history to be linear, not 
cyclical).  As a matter of fact, although I am a 
spiritually minded person, eschatology was the last 
part of my theology to fall into place.  Without much 
effort, I basically agreed with C. S. Lewis’s 
statement: “As a Christian I take it for granted that 
human history will some day end; and I am offering 
Omniscience no advice as to the best date for that 
consummation.”1  Rather, what happened on the side 
of the road was seemingly unprovoked: simple, 
straightforward, and objective.  And the conclusion 
was stark and unavoidable—the world is on a 
treadmill to oblivion. 
 Let me back up a few years and explain how all 
this got started.  I am a physician, but I am also a 
cultural analyst and a futurist (with an undergraduate 
degree in physics, which will assume more relevance 
later).  Discerning the times is my passion.  
Understanding the big picture is what I do best.  
Such activities have long been my avocation, and I 
have spent tens of thousands of hours over the past 
decades attempting to understand what is happening 
in the world, why it is happening, and where it is 

leading us.  In preparation for various presentations 
and writing projects, I have researched, analyzed, 
synthesized, and categorized fifty trends that were 
propelling American society—and increasingly, the 
entire world—along its path to the future. 
 As I was cruising down this beautiful stretch of 
highway, however, I was not particularly thinking 
about future trends.  I was not intellectually 
occupied with cracking any cosmic code, solving 
any international geopolitical problem, or fomenting 
any religious revolution.  I was just . . . cruising.  
Perhaps looking at cloud formations. Perhaps 
scanning the edge of the woods for deer. 
 My brain, however, is often a poorly controlled 
explosion.  On this sunny afternoon, unbeknownst to 
me, that same wandering, unruly, independent brain 
had its own agenda.  Operating under its own 
instructions, it was busy postulating a putative final 
cliff for the world system to tumble over.  It 
sequenced several of these previously identified 
future forces into a scenario that led to an 
inescapably disastrous consequence: The world is 
spinning out of control and approaching a threshold 
of lethality—a point where life as we know it can no 
longer continue.  And if you are willing to accept my 
premises, I am willing to prove it to you.  This book, 
then is offered as a conceptualized proof that 
irreversible trends, principles, and forces currently at 
work in the world system (that is, the global 
environment where everything is connected to 
everything else) are inevitably propelling us toward 
a cataclysmic outcome. 
 This side-of-the-road experience lightning 
bolted my life in 1994.  Since that day I have given 
oblivion plenty of time to change its mind and 
swallow the proof rather than the world system.  But 
the proof has shown itself remarkably resilient.  If 
anything, it has gotten stronger, fed insatiably by 
each new raw bit of evidence flowing from the data-
gathering systems of the world.  I now routinely 
scan the news and say, “This is unbelievable!”  
Almost on a daily basis, new forceful signs emerge 
to strengthen my conviction that this empiric 
argument is both valid and binding. 
 Despite my strong convictions about its content, 
this book is advanced with several significant 
hesitations: 
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 Redundancy—You might be asking yourself:  
Does the world really need another end-times book?  
There are hundreds of books on this topic already, 
both religious and secular—some frantically 
warning, others frantically debunking.  This book, 
however, claims to bring a new perspective to the 
debate and new evidence to the courtroom. 
 Counter-productivity—Some worry that all this 
doom-saying distracts us from working to make 
things better.  Hope, they contend, is an important 
ingredient in efforts to improve the future.  Taking 
away hope might perversely contribute to making 
the doom come true—the notorious self-fulfilling 
prophecy.  Already in 1972, for example, British 
scientist John Maddox warned against scientific 
gloom authors (such as Paul Erhlich, Rachel Carson, 
and Barry Commoner) by observing:  “There is a 
danger that much of this gloomy foreboding about 
the immediate future will accomplish the opposite of 
what its authors intend.  Instead of alerting people to 
important problems, it may seriously undermine the 
capacity of the human race to look out for its 
survival.”2  It is not my intention that people 
withdraw from life, from problem-solving, or from 
working for the common good.  I wish to alert 
people—but certainly not to plunge them into a 
paralyzing counter-productive depression. 
 Skepticism—Perhaps many people are growing 
weary and cynical of all this end-times talk.  Yelling 
“Wolf!” too often will do that.  The apocalypse has 
been predicted for several millennia now, yet here 
we still sit on the veranda sipping our tea and 
yawning in derision.  The sky hasn’t fallen yet.  
Why, it doesn’t even appear to be sagging!  Instead, 
all these prophets of gloom are “going through the 
humiliation of being rung up by the newspapers and 
asked what they plan to have for lunch on the day 
after the day they predicted so firmly as the last in 
the history of the world.”3   I can’t say I blame the 
holders of such skepticism.  To an extent, I share in 
it.  And I fear contributing to it.   
 Date setting—Many prophets have predicted 
The End will come on such an hour of such a day in 
exactly such a way.  Personally, I think date setting 
is not only impossible, it is also credibility-
shattering.  I have no specific dates in mind.  Instead 
of an ominous date, I am talking about an ominous 
process that will—as the process advances—cause 
the world system to inevitably spin out of control. 
 Emotionalism—When discussing apocalyptic 
scenarios, people can get worked into a frothy lather.  
Such excitability, however, often results in 

irrationality rather than enlightenment.  It is 
important therefore that the thesis of this book be 
regarded with as much objectivity as possible.  
Please try to consider it without becoming too 
emotionally involved.  Realizing how misleading 
feelings can be, try to check them at the door.  
Detachment of this kind is easier to talk about than 
achieve.  I myself will surely wander over the 
objectivity line from time to time, probably scarcely 
noticing that it has happened.  I apologize in 
advance. 
 Overreaction—We have all heard the stories: 
people selling everything and moving to a hilltop 
awaiting the stroke of midnight on The Day; people 
building bomb shelters with perimeter fences and 
equipping themselves with night vision goggles and 
Uzis; people committing mass suicide in a ritual 
pact.  And at times there is a fraction of rational 
substance behind such hysteria in that end-times 
material is by its essence dramatic stuff.  But such 
reactionary impulsivity is not an appropriate 
response to this book.  As someone once said, “We 
should live as if each day were our last, but plan as if 
we were going to still be here one hundred years 
from now.”  My advice:  go to college, start families, 
have children, build churches, and invest in 
community.  Don’t put the future on hold.  Just get 
ready, stay ready, discern the times, live 
intentionally (not on autopilot), be humble, and 
always do what’s right.  Prioritize according to the 
transcendent rather than the temporal.  That’s not 
overreacting—it’s merely living as we should have 
from the beginning. 
 Optimism/Pessimism—Optimists and pessimists 
often don’t get along.  Truthfully, I don’t want to go 
anywhere near their perennial tug-of-war, as I 
undoubtedly will get tangled in their rope just as it 
snaps taut.  But there is probably no way to avoid 
the debate. 
 This book actually has little to do with either 
optimism or pessimism.  Ultimately, the only thing 
that matters is whether the thesis is true, and neither 
optimism nor pessimism will determine that 
outcome.  There were undoubtedly optimists on the 
Titanic who drowned while gurgling, “This can 
never happen!”  And there were undoubtedly 
pessimists on the Titanic who were rescued while 
gasping, “All is lost!”  In the end, the fate of the 
world will not be determined by our view of things, 
but instead by the truth of things.  We do not judge 
that truth—it always judges us. 
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 Sensationalism—Hysteria brings fire to the eyes 
and acid to the stomach.  Hype brings notoriety.  
Sensationalism brings a tabloid kind of success.  
Anyone who knows me understands just how 
personally alarming such a prospect is.  (A hint—I 
score 19:2 on the introvert:extrovert scale.)  Not 
wanting to jump on any such exploitative 
bandwagon, it is with a certain hesitancy that I go 
public with my thesis.  Yet at this point, I feel to not 
do so would be irresponsible. 
 These are hesitations and concerns I have 
wrestled with for half a decade.  But as each year 
passes, such wrestling become increasingly self-
centered.  What if, for example, I had known about 
the faulty O-rings yet did nothing to alert NASA 
about the impending Challenger explosion for fear 
of controversy?  (This is, by the way, precisely what 
happened—there were several who feared this defect 
in the space shuttle design but were hesitant to push 
hard with their concerns.)  What if I were the only 
person who understood in advance the potential 
devastation with Saving & Loan deregulation but 
didn’t want to unduly alarm all those institutions and 
corporations?  What if I knew Japan’s planes were 
on their way to Pearl Harbor . . . or I saw Lee 
Harvey Oswald leave his house with a rifle, heading 
in the direction of a presidential motorcade?  In each 
case, if I stood up and yelled, “Disaster!” it would 
have been controversial, sensationalistic, and, on a 
personal level, it would have disrupted my peaceful 
existence.  But, on the other hand, to do nothing 
would have been not only irresponsible but 
unthinkable. 
 Let’s take an illustration from the world of 
medicine.  As a physician, I realize full well my 
patients’ mortality.  All people eventually get sick; 
all patients eventually die.  Most clinic visits, 
however, are for completely benign complaints.  
Physicians spend far more time reassuring patients 
than alarming them.  Most ailments resolve 
spontaneously.  The body is largely self-
correcting—as is the world system. 
 But this does not mean I can afford to fall asleep 
as a diagnostician, for sooner or later true disease 
erupts with a vengeance.  When it does, I have to be 
ready.  Just because last year’s chest pain wasn’t a 
heart attack doesn’t mean today’s chest pain isn’t a 
serious threat to life.  Just because last year’s 
abdominal pain wasn’t cancer doesn’t mean today’s 
abdominal pain isn’t malignant.  Once the pain is 
proven benign I will attempt to reassure—even if the 
patient isn’t inclined to accept my reassurances.  On 

the other hand, once the pain is proven serious I will 
attempt to sound the alarm—even if the patient is 
foolishly in denial.  The more the denial, the more 
alarm bells I have to push to get the job done. 
 The issue for my patients is the truth of their 
symptoms.  The issue for the world is the same.  Just 
because yesterday’s symptoms were misdiagnosed 
does not mean that today’s symptoms should not be 
regarded seriously.  Just because yesterday’s 
findings were benign does not mean the world is 
invincible.  Symptoms must be accounted for.  
Precise diagnostics are essential.  Sooner or later, 
even neurotics get sick.  Sooner or later, even 
hypochondriacs die. 
 Any attempted proof for the end of the age will 
unquestionably and understandably be controversial.  
This, I suppose, is unavoidable.  While I do mean to 
provoke discussion, I have no interest in inciting 
hysteria or marketing sensationalism.  But if 
something is going down on our generational shift, it 
is our responsibility to confront it.  And if the 
evidence outlined here is valid, then it deserves to be 
circulated—no matter how controversial or 
discomforting. 
 If the sequential proof offered in the following 
pages is true, then such a thesis presents the entire 
human race with a sobering agenda.  As Samuel 
Johnson pointed out centuries ago, “Depend on it. 
When a man knows he is going to be hanged in a 
fortnight, it concentrates his mind wonderfully.”  In 
the same way, the prospect of seriously facing the 
end times brings the flow of history into sharper 
perspective, straightening out temporal priorities 
with a sudden jerk.   
 If our global Titanic is nearing a cosmic iceberg, 
personally I want to know.  If the world system is 
rushing toward collapse, truth matters.  If the time 
for sipping tea on the veranda is over, then let’s 
move on to the things that matter most. 
 
The Preface from Hurtling Toward Oblivion, A Logical 
Argument for the End of the Age by Richard A. Swenson, 
M.D.  
 
Read 2 Peter chapter 3 in your Bible, then if you 
want this book, send a check or money order for 
$9.00 made out to Jesus People Info Center and ask 
for the book, “Hurtling Toward Oblivion”. 
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Tom Adcock, 
I enjoyed reading your free copy of the Jesus People 
Newsletter and I would like to keep receiving them. 
Dick Laine, Folsom, CA 
 
Please continue to send newsletters.  We really 
enjoyed reading the first one. 
Dave and Denise Hall, Rocklin, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
Please send me the free offer you advertised in your 
last newsletter.  It was 2 free DVDs, 1 free VHS tape 
and 3 free books. 
Steve Mastro 
Holmdel, NJ 
 
Friends, 
I read your newsletter and I’d like to keep getting 
your books and newsletters… 
Robert Sorin, Prison, San Diego, CA 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
Do you still send free books to people who have no 
funds to buy them?  I am in deep need of a Bible… 
Jeremy King 
Holman State Prison, Atmore, AL 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
Can you send all seven of us your newsletter and 
Christian books?  All of our names and cell blocks 
are listed here… 
Ali Yangin 
Lackawanna County Prison, Scranton, PA 
 
Jesus People, 
Someone gave me your address as true Christians… 
I am a new Christian.  I came to Christ at an event 
called “Kairos”.  I was a Satanist in 1987 for a long 
time.  I was abused terribly as a child by people who 
were calling themselves “Christian”.  Naturally I 
was lost and hurt until I met real Christians and 
accepted Jesus into my life… 
John Harding 
BCCF Prison, Los Animas, CO 
 
J.P. Ministry, 
I am requesting your newsletter and any Christian 
books I can have… 
Robert Houston 
State Prison, Reidsville, GA

 
Dear Tom, 
I’m selling my house and moving to Prescott, AZ 
and to a Church of God (Anderson Indiana Branch). 
They are similar to “Free-will Baptist”.  I hope this 
church does not have a dispensational theology.  At 
any rate I can teach there and hopefully really teach 
the Bible.  This morning I attended a local Sunday 
school and noticed most believers know they are 
saved and that’s all they care about.…  
Steve Aivazis, Sun City AZ 
 
Brother Tom, 
Thank you so much for all the resources and books 
you have sent me.  I always pass them on to others 
in here who want to know if Christianity is the real 
truth… 
Victor Renteria, State Prison, Corcoran, CA 
 

Editor:  I have been ‘discipling’ some prison inmates 
for decades.  The Bible states the whole world 
system lies under the Power of Satan and almost 
everything you hear is B.S. – sometimes even within 
“Christendom”.  America is saturated with false 
prophets.  Consider the fact many Bibles still have 
footnotes stating God created the world or created 
man in 4004 B.C.  No theologian can “prove” from 
the Bible when God created the Universe or even the 
first man and no scientist can prove the universe or 
man is billions or millions of years old.  The Bible is 
large enough, God cannot tell us every single thing.  
The world would not be large enough to contain it.  
It does teach us who God is, who mankind is and 
how for mankind to find true peace with God.  What 
will you do with Jesus?  We (born again Christians) 
“have peace with God by faith in Christ Jesus” and 
eternal life in the world to come.  If you have 
“arguments” against the Bible feel free to contact 
me.  My arguments are stronger than yours.  
 
Jesus People, 
Again send me another newsletter and the titles of 
free books for Prison inmates… 
Timothy Felder 
State Prison, Tehachapi, CA 
 
Dear J.P. 
A request for your free newsletters please… 
S. Jones 
State Prison, McAlester, OK

WE GET LETTERSWe Do Not Have 
A Pen Pal Program Thousands of them – Here are a few recent ones 
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Greetings, 
I’m praying you are well.  I really appreciate all you 
have been giving me about Jesus… I know now God 
loves me after I “got real” with myself and realized 
God knows me completely, why and what I have 
ever done, so I can’t fool God or myself anymore…  
Don Wood 
New River Correction Institution, Raiford, FL 
 

Editor:  To the reader – I’m sure you know the basic 
claims of Jesus and know you have sinned against 
what God says is good.  What will you do with 
Jesus?  Follow Him or reject Him. He offers no 
choice of neutrality! (Luke 9:23-26) 
 
Jesus People, 
Please send me your newsletters. 
Tanya Hutchis, Las Vegas, NV 
 
Tom Adcock, 
Please send me your free advertised book on 
salvation. 
Robert Heath, Ashland KY 
 
Jesus People. 
I received a copy of your newsletter.  I would like to 
continue to receive it. 
Mark Martin 
Bible Fellowship Church, Olney, IL 
 
Hello, 
I am a 51 year old Mexican and I want to be friends 
with people who are honest… 
Ralph Lara 
Prison, San Diego, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
I would like to receive your newsletter. 
Sterling Daley 
El Dorado Hills, CA 
 
Hello, 
I got your address from Moving On Ministry… I 
would like your Christian Books and magazines… 
Larry Morgan 
State Prison, Umatilla, OR  
 
Hello, 
Please send me more of your Jesus magazines and 
tracts to pass out in here… 
Scott Knash 
State Prison, Chino, CA 

Jesus People, 
I would like any and all tracts you have like the one 
someone gave me “God’s Cure for Alcoholism and 
Drug Addiction”.   
Geraldine King, Lorain, OH 
 

Editor:  When we print tracts we always print a 
minimum order of 5,000.  I’m out of that tract for 
now. 
 
Jesus People, 
I got a free newsletter in the mail and would like to 
continue to receive more. 
Scott Lewis 
El Dorado Hills, CA 
 
Tom, 
I received your sample newsletter and would like to 
keep receiving them. 
Matthew Morgan 
Rocklin, CA 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
I’m on a study on Jesus in here.  I need the following 
help about the 11 disciples of Jesus and especially 
Apostle John… 
Paul Turknett 
State Prison, Corcoran, CA 
 

Editor:  If the reader would like to give us tax-
deductible donations to keep this work going, note 
that 100% will go to send free faith building books 
to those who cannot buy them.  All overhead is paid 
by donations by me and my wife.  No one receives a 
salary. 
 
Greetings, 
I have 2 checks.  One for your discounted priced 
book “Evolutions Achilles Heel” for $7.95 and $30 
check for your ministry.  I would like to get more of 
your newsletters. 
Pat Sandlin, Rocklin, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
You are my kind of folks!  I have a sentence of 5 
years.  I’ve been going to chapel here and He slowly 
changed my heart.  I now have a personal 
relationship with Jesus and requesting this book 
from you…. 
David Townsend, 
State Prison, Baker City, OR 
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Jesus People Information Center, 
I’m writing this letter for your information… I am 
now a Christian man and soon will get out of prison.  
My mission in life now is just to bring people to 
Jesus Christ… God bless you, 
Bobby Dixon, Prison, Stockton, CA 
 
Dear Tom Adcock, 
Thank you for all tracts, newsletters and books… I 
need more tracts about Heaven and Hell as people 
are taking and reading tracts I give them… 
Dan Derence 
State Prison, Albion, PA 
 
J.P. 
I would like Bible and tracts in Spanish…. 
Fabian Ramirez 
State Prison, California City, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
I am serving a life sentence but recently became a 
believer in Jesus Christ.  I’d like all your books on 
how to walk with God in this life.  Also put me in 
your prayers please. 
Dwayne Johnson, Prison, Stockton, CA 
 
J.P.  
Send me the 2 DVDs “Europe’s Last Stand a 
Warning for America”. 
George Gutchess, Marathon, NY 
 

Editor:  For $10 donation we offer these DVD’s 
(that’s 50% off) for you to see how open borders and 
the apostate Christian church in Europe has allowed 
Islam to “conquer” Europe!  
 
Dear Tom Adcock, 
I am now a real Christian.  It took this.  I used to go 
to church. Now I’ve lost my wife and kids, all good 
things and sentenced to 7 years…. 
Ricky Weeks, 
Amador County Jail, Jackson, CA 
 

Editor:  Yes sin, even “pleasurable” sin pays a heavy 
sentence.  Jesus rescues people.  Many people die 
while rejecting or neglecting Jesus and will pay a 
price worse than prison for it.  Read the Bible! 
 
Tom, 
I need more tracts, some in English and Spanish 
which exposes the lies of Jehovah’s Witnesses who 
are deceiving people here…. 
Chris Denning 
State Prison, Tehachapi, CA

Jesus People, 
Send me books on cults and spiritual counterfeit 
magazines and English and Spanish tracts.   
Jessica Contreras 
State Prison, Chowchilla, CA 
 
Dear Tom, 
I believe the Holy Spirit motivated my soul to write 
the following article on homosexuality. 
“Our country America, is headed in the same vile 
direction as Sodom and Gomorrah…” 
Lorenzo Renteria 
San Quentin Prison, CA 
 

Editor:  It was certainly biblical truth - too long to 
print here.  But we have several articles for free in 
previous newsletters and free articles on our website 
for people to read. www.jesuspeopleinfo.org 
 
Jesus People, 
First of all I want you to know I respect your no 
nonsense honesty and request more info from you. 
Adam Nunez 
Pelican Bay Prison, Crescent City, CA 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
I’d like a couple of testimony or spiritual books… 
Timothy Cole 
State Prison, Corcoran, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
I read your book “The Cult of Jabez” and want more 
info. 
Davis Rose, Gulf Correctional Institution 
Wewahitchka, FL 
 
Jesus People, 
I’m writing in Spanish.  I want a Spanish Bible to 
read.  I need help. 
Elleawe Rejaz 
Mule Creek Prison, Ione, CA 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
I was part of a cult and I still find it hard to believe 
how easily I was sucked in.  Now Jesus opened my 
eyes… There are about 3000 cults and “cult like” 
churches in America.  I am in prison because of the 
cult I was in and asking for information… 
Neil Callahan 
Wakulla correctional Institution, Crawfordville, FL 
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Jesus People, 
Please send me more of your newsletters… 
Albert Van Nest, Schell City, MO 
 
Jesus People, 
I am trying to better myself in here and try to be 
good now and I was wondering if you could send me 
your Bible study books to help me. 
Enrique Labastida 
Ironwood State Prison, Blythe, CA 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
I’m incarcerated here and want to receive your free 
magazines and books.  I also have no Bible of my 
own.  I will put the things to good use…. 
Neal Burch 
Two Rivers Correctional Institution 
Umatilla, OR 
 
Tom, 
Thanks for growing God’s Kingdom… I have 
prayed for Wally Van Sandt and wondering how he 
is… 
Tron Armstrong,  State Prison, Avenal, CA 
 

Editor’s note:  Wally Van Sandt was our official 
Director of Street Evangelism.  He died of ALS.  He 
kept me going in evangelism.  I was saved in 1969 
and am sure I personally passed out 2 million tracts 
myself in the past 50 years.  Wally and a few others 
have done a lot of this also.  Tracts are a way you 
can spread the gospel very easily and at low cost.  
Why not do it?  I’ve never heard of a good reason 
not to.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Wally Van Sandt

Also He spoke this parable to some who 
trusted in themselves that they were 
righteous, and despised others:  “Two 
men went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  
The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with 
himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not 
like other men—extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even as this tax collector.  I 
fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that 
I possess.’  And the tax collector, 
standing afar off, would not so much as 
raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his 
breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a 
sinner!’  I tell you, this man went down 
to his house justified rather than the 
other; for everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted.”  Luke 18:9-14 
 
 
He answered and said to them: “He who 
sows the good seed is the Son of Man.  
The field is the world, the good seeds are 
the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are 
the sons of the wicked one.  The enemy 
who sowed them is the devil, the harvest 
is the end of the age, and the reapers are 
the angels.  Therefore as the tares are 
gathered and burned in the fire, so it will 
be at the end of this age.  The Son of 
Man will send out His angels, and they 
will gather out of His kingdom all things 
that offend, and those who practice 
lawlessness, and will cast them into the 
furnace of fire. There will be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous 
will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom 
of their Father. He who has ears to hear, 
let him hear!   Matthew 13:37-43 
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THE ULTIMATE DECEPTION 
 
It was, without a doubt, the most devious deception of 
the past century, a devilish scheme perpetrated upon 
trainloads of trusting men, women and children.  It 
happened on the outskirts of a Polish town named 
Oswieçim during the Second World War.  There, 
under the direction of Adolf Hitler, a slave labor camp 
was established for people he considered subhumans.  
It was only after the war’s end that the world would 
learn all the shocking facts of that place, known today 
by its German name. Auschwitz. 
 Auschwitz was much more than a labor camp.  
The primary industry there was murder.  At least one 
million people who walked through the wrought-iron 
gates of Auschwitz never made it out alive.  The large 
majority of them didn’t have a clue that they and their 
families would be dead within hours of their arrival. 
 Gathered from all over Nazi-occupied Europe, 
Jewish families were transported to Auschwitz in 
crowded freight and cattle cars.  Upon arrival, all 
newcomers were immediately separated into two 
groups.  To one side went the minority—only those 
men who appeared to be able to withstand heavy 
labor.  To the other side went everyone else.  They 
were the men of small frame, the women, the sick, 
frail, and elderly, as well as babies and children who 
wept as they were separated from their strong fathers. 
 The larger of the two groups was then herded to 
another place in camp where their eyes fell upon a 
puzzling scene.  Before them was a small orchestra of 
young women, neatly dressed, playing an upbeat, 
joyful tune.  Each girl was concentrating intensely—
almost too intensely—on the pages of music before 
her, seemingly oblivious to the hundreds of people 
who were now the audience. 
 An apologetic announcement was made:  There 
had been an infestation of lice in the camp, and 
everyone must be disinfected in a communal shower 
before being admitted to the living quarters.  
Instructed to disrobe, each Jewish family neatly folded 
its clothes and placed them on a table with their other 
personal belongings.  They were assured their 
embarrassment would be over in just a few minutes, 
once they were sprayed with a harmless disinfectant. 
 As many as two thousand people at a time were 
paraded, naked, through the doors of a large, low 
building that was built into a hillside.  Above the door 
a sign, bordered neatly with flowers, said “BATHS.”  
Once the last person was inside, the doors were slid 
shut and locked securely. 

 The orchestra stopped playing. 
 Through vents from above, Nazi workers dropped 
a small quantity of Zyklon B crystals, a poison 
manufactured for killing rodents.  Inside, deadly 
vapors of hydrocyanic gas began to waft from the 
ceilings. 
 The clusters of Jewish families quickly realized 
something was very wrong.  People began coughing, 
then choking convulsively and vomiting.  Shouting 
and screaming in terror, the panicked crowd 
instinctively surged toward the sealed doors they had 
entered.  The victims pushed, clawed, and climbed 
over each other, hoping desperately to escape their 
sure fate.  Many quickly met their death, crushed on 
the concrete floor by the onrush.  For the more 
aggressive, the hellish battle raged on a while longer. 
 After twenty-three minutes, all struggle ceased 
and the room was silent.  The doors slid open, and 
workers dressed in gas masks and rubber boots 
entered to begin their gruesome task of disentangling 
the piles of contorted bodies and transporting them to 
nearby incinerators. 
 Finally, the room was efficiently washed of the 
filth of vomit, urine and fecal matter—the final bodily 
functions of hundreds of victims—lest the next 
trainload of Jewish families become suspicious of 
what really happened in the bathhouse.  There was a 
tight schedule to keep—another train was scheduled to 
arrive soon—filled with more trusting people to 
deceive, murder and incinerate. 

 The wholesale slaughter of so many people is, to 
us, a heinous crime of the highest degree, and the 
deceptive means by which the Nazis lured their 
victims into the gas chambers only makes their sin 
more abhorrent to moral minds.  But the deceit and 
horror of Auschwitz pales in comparison to a future 
scene about which the Bible tells us.  Then the degree 
of the deception will be much greater; the fate of the 
condemned will be much worse; and then their 
numbers may be much higher. 
 Unlike Auschwitz, where Jewish families, 
knowing the hatred of their captors, approached the 
doors of the gas chambers with some apprehension, 
these future crowds will be filled with peace as they 
approach their doom.  They had been singing songs of 
celebration for years in anticipation of the joys they 
suppose soon await them, but they will be fully self-
deceived.  And unlike those in Auschwitz, whose 
horrible sufferings ended after twenty-three minutes, 
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these will be weeping and gnashing their teeth for 
eternity.  The pungent smoke of Auschwitz’s 
incinerators ultimately ceased rising into the dark sky.  
The smoke from hell shall rise forever (see Rev. 
14:11). 
 Picture the scene as Jesus foretold it: 

“Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and 
in Your name cast out demons, and in Your 
name perform many miracles?’  And then I 
will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 
depart from Me, you who practice 
lawlessness’” (Matt. 7:22-23). 

 Jesus obviously revealed only the climax of a 
much longer story, but from this short segment, we can 
deduce other tragic details. 
 First, we can safely assume that the arguing we 
just read of the “many” who stand before Jesus is their 
final defense.  They obviously had already been 
denied entrance into the heavenly kingdom.  Now, 
with hearts beating wildly and minds spinning, they 
made their last desperate attempt to convince the Lord 
of His error. 
 To debate with God!  How outrageous!  What 
could drive a person to be so insane as to hope he 
might win such a dispute?  Only pure desperation.  
Like a drowning man who grasps at anything, these 
panicked people pathetically hope to change the decree 
of the unchanging One. 
 And what was going through their minds when 
they heard His decree for the first time?  He was their 
Savior, or so they thought.  The loved Him, they 
thought.  They had been looking forward to this day 
for a long time, expecting to hear Him say, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant…enter into the joy of 
your master” (Matt. 25:21).  They had served Him in 
ministry, experiencing the flow of His power, or so 
they thought.  They had been on the cutting edge of 
Christianity, prophesying, casting out demons, and 
performing acts that they considered to be miraculous.  
Is it not safe to assume they had studied parts of the 
Bible, attended church, perhaps even attended special 
seminars on spiritual warfare? 
 Now, marveling at His glory and filled with joyful 
anticipation, they listen intently as He is about to 
speak.  Every word will be more precious than gold.  
Time stands still.  Eternity has begun. 
 His voice breaks the silence:  “You are denied 
entrance into My kingdom.” 
 Did He really say what I think I just heard Him 
say?  Surely not.  It couldn’t be.  This is my Lord and 

Savior.  “Lord, I must be so excited that my hearing 
has gone bad.  Could You repeat what You just said?” 
 Again He speaks.  “You are denied entrance into 
My kingdom.” 
 What? No! No! This can’t be happening.  “Lord, 
I’m a Christian!  I’m Your own!  I belong to the family 
of God!  I accepted You as my Lord and Savior!  I’ve 
gone to church for years.  Lord, You must be 
mistaken!  Somehow there’s been a misunderstanding!  
I believed in You!  You’re supposed to let me in!” 
 “You were deceived because you ignored much of 
what I said, as well as what I said through Paul, Peter, 
James, John and Jude.  I repeatedly forewarned you of 
this.  I said, “Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord, 
Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who 
does the will of My Father who is in heaven’ (Matt. 
7:21, emphasis added).  You did not do the will of My 
Father while you were on the earth, proving that you 
did not truly believe in Me.  Sin was your practice.” 
 “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, 
and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name 
perform many miracles?” 
 “Your prophecy was not inspired by My Holy 
Spirit, but from your own mind.  Much of what you 
prophesied contradicted My Word.  The demons you 
thought you cast out of your fellow false Christians 
didn’t exist.  You were trying to deal with their sin by 
blaming it on a demon, when what they needed was 
repentance, faith and the new birth.  The miracles you 
thought you performed were a sham.  You 
accumulated teachers who told you what you wanted 
to hear.  They proclaimed a false grace, misleading 
you into thinking you could get into heaven without 
holiness.  You thought you were saved, but you 
weren’t.  I never knew you; depart from Me, you who 
practice lawlessness.” 
 Will such a scene as I’ve just described actually 
occur?  There is no doubt that it will, although I’ve 
obviously added some details to what has been foretold 
in Matthew 7:21-23.  Nevertheless, standing before 
Jesus one day will be many people who have called 
Him Lord, who have been involved in “ministry,” and 
who expect to enter heaven.  Yet, shockingly, they will 
be denied entrance. 
 I’m sure you’ll agree that it would be better to 
discover sooner rather than later if we’re currently self-
deceived.  Now there is time to change; then it will be 
too late. 
 “But I’m certain I’m not deceived!” you say.  Do 
you realize that is what every deceived person would 
claim?  Deceived people don’t realize they’re 
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deceived—otherwise they would no longer be 
deceived!  Better say, “I may be deceived, and if I am, 
I want to know it.” 
 Let us then consider what Scripture says, and as 
we do, examine ourselves to see if we are truly “in the 
faith” (2 Cor. 13:5).  And please take your time as you 
read.  This is serious. 

THE UNRIGHTEOUS SHALL NOT INHERIT 
Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; 
examine yourselves!  Or do you not recognize 
this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in 
you—unless indeed you fail the test?  (2 Cor. 
13:5) 

In the above-quoted verse of Scripture, we find a 
succinct definition of what a Christian is: He is a 
person in whom Christ lives.  This, as other scriptures 
reveal, is not a physical but a spiritual indwelling. 
 If Christ lives within a person, Christ changes 
him.  Obviously, according to Paul, it is possible—and 
advisable—to determine if Christ actually does live 
inside of us by means of self-examination.  Each of us 
who professes to be a follower of Christ should heed 
Paul’s admonition to the Corinthians, by examining 
ourselves to see if we are “in the faith.” 
 Quite obviously, Paul also believed that it was 
very possible for church members to be self-deceived, 
thinking they believed when they really didn’t.  And 
what error could be greater?  What presumption could 
have more serious consequences?  If an unsaved 
person knows he’s unsaved, at least there’s a chance 
he’ll acknowledge his state, repent, and turn to Christ.  
But the self-deceived person is blind to his need.  He’s 
smiling on the road to hell.  Worse yet, he considers 
the peace and joy he feels to be evidence of his 
salvation, not realizing that they are only the fruit of 
his self-deception.  In his case, unfortunately, 
ignorance is bliss, but only temporarily. 
 

Transforming Grace 
 

 Ignorance was indeed the problem in the 
Corinthian church.  Like so many in the church today, 
their understanding of the gospel was deficient.  In 
their thinking, anyone who made a verbal confession 
of Christ was a true Christian, regardless of how he 
lived his life.  Case in point: One of their members in 
good standing was living in sexual immorality with 
his stepmother.  Nothing was being done to correct the 
matter. 
 Paul, however, needed no further facts before 
rendering judgment.  He instructed them to 

excommunicate the man immediately, describing him 
as wicked: “Remove the wicked man from among 
yourselves” (1 Cor. 5:13). 
 Paul then offered the Corinthian Christians some 
important insight into the gospel:  The grace that 
forgives also transforms.  Thus, people who have not 
been transformed are not forgiven.  They will not 
inherit God’s kingdom.  They are all those who are 
unrighteous in their behavior, and Paul even went so 
far as to list several examples of the kinds of people 
God considers unrighteous.  Notice he included 
fornicators in his list: 

Do you not know that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God?  Do not be 
deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 
nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God (1 Cor. 6:9-10). 

 Some of Paul’s modern readers have been 
puzzled over this particular passage.  Why didn’t he 
instruct the Corinthian church to follow the three 
steps of church discipline given by Christ, that is, to 
first confront the wayward brother privately, then by 
means of a small group, and finally by the entire 
church, before excommunicating him?1  Why would 
Paul disobey Christ? 
 The simple answer is that Christ’s instructions 
apply only to dealing with a true Christian believer 
who has sinned.  The immoral man at Corinth, 
however, had proven beyond all doubt that he was not 
a true believer in Jesus.  He was a phony.  His 
lifestyle betrayed his true character.  He was a 
practicing fornicator.  Such persons, along with 
practicing idolaters, the effeminate, homosexuals, 
thieves, the covetous, drunkards, revilers, and 
swindlers, Paul categorically stated will not inherit 
God’s kingdom.  They demonstrate by their lifestyles 
that they do not possess saving faith in Christ; they 
are not regenerated by the Holy Spirit.  Christ does 
not live in them; thus they don’t belong to Him (see 
Rom. 8:9). 

                                                 
1 Some have suggested that the Corinthians had completed the 
first and second steps of proper church discipline, and that Paul 
was instructing them to take the final step.  This is proven to be an 
incorrect interpretation, however, by Paul’s words in 5:2, which 
describe how the Corinthians were treating the wicked man: “And 
you have become arrogant, and have not mourned instead, in order 
that the one who had done this deed might be removed from your 
midst.”  Rather than mourning over and confronting the sin of 
their fellow church member, they were proud of their toleration! 
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 The Corinthians should have known better.  Paul 
had previously written to them on this very subject, 
but they had apparently misunderstood him: 

I wrote you in my letter not to associate with 
immoral people; I did not at all mean with the 
immoral people of this world, or with the 
covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters; for 
then you would have to go out of the world.  
But actually, I wrote to you not to associate 
with any so-called brother if he should be an 
immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or 
a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not 
even to eat with such a one (1 Cor. 5:9-11, 
emphasis added).2 

 The immoral Corinthian church member was, 
according to Paul, not a true brother, but only a so-
called brother.  And failing to understand the 
inseparable correlation between belief and behavior, 
the church to which he belonged failed to discern that 
his confession of faith was bogus.3 

Spiritual Babes or Phony Believers? 
 Realizing the far-reaching effects of such lack of 
discernment by the church, Paul had good reason to 
question, not only the salvation of one immoral 
Corinthian church member, but the salvation of others 
within the same church.  There was strife, factions and 
jealousy (see 1 Cor. 1:10-12; 3:1-4).  For those who 
have just been born again, these can be indication of 
spiritual babyhood, due primarily to lack of knowledge 
of God’s will.  Until now, the Corinthians had only 
been fed the milk of God’s Word (see 1 Cor. 3:2).  So 
Paul informed them how their selfishness displeased 

                                                 
2 If we are not supposed to eat with so-called brothers who are 
immoral, covetous, and so on, then we must have the right to 
judge those who are within the church in such matters.  This Paul 
endorses; see 1 Cor. 5:12. 
3 Amazingly, many modern commentators make the same mistake 
as the Corinthians, maintaining that the immoral man was a true 
Christian, thus completely missing Paul’s point in this passage.  
Yet there are at least five indications that Paul considered the 
immoral Corinthian man to be unsaved: (1) Paul called him a “so-
called brother” (5:11); (2) Paul called him a “wicked man” (5:13); 
(3) Paul did not follow Christ’s instructions for disciplining a 
brother who had sinned, indicating that he didn’t believe the man 
was a brother; (4) Paul turned the immoral man over to Satan “that 
his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus” (5:5), 
indicating that, if the man continued in his present state, his spirit 
would not be saved.  However, by excommunicating him, there 
would be hope that he would repent and be saved once he 
recognized that the church didn’t accept his testimony of faith; and 
(5) Paul clearly stated that fornicators and adulterers would not 
inherit God’s kingdom (6:9-10). 

God, expecting that they, now enlightened to the truth, 
would repent. 
 Persisting in these same sins after enlightenment, 
however, is a different story.  In his letter to the 
Galatians, Paul included jealousy and strife in a list 
quite similar to his Corinthian catalog, sins which, if 
practiced, are evidence that a person, like the 
practicing adulterer or fornicator, will not inherit 
God’s kingdom: 

Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which 
are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of 
anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, 
drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, 
of which I forewarn you just as I have 
forewarned you that those who practice such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God 
(Gal. 5:19-21, emphasis added). 

 Clearly, what may mark one person as a babe in 
Christ can mark another person as unsaved.  The 
difference between the two is time and knowledge.  
God expects that His true children will obey Him once 
they know what he expects.  Those who profess to be 
His children yet persist in the practice of lawlessness 
even after enlightenment are deceived.  People who 
have been truly born again yearn to be holy; they 
“hunger and thirst for righteousness” (Matt. 5:6).  God 
is at work within them to complete the good work He 
began in their lives (see Phil. 1:6; 2:13).  Thus, if our 
faith is not resulting in our sanctification (increasing 
holiness), let us not think our faith is resulting in our 
justification (being declared guiltless before God) 
either.  There is no such thing as justification that is 
not followed by sanctification.  For this reason 
Scripture says, “Pursue…the sanctification without 
which no one will see the Lord” (Heb. 12:14, emphasis 
added).  Heaven is not for the unholy. 

Is Not This Salvation By Works? 
 When Paul warns us that those who practice 
unrighteousness will not inherit God’s kingdom, is he 
not contradicting his own teaching that salvation is 
purely by God’s grace, received through faith?  Is 
salvation earned by not practicing certain sins? 
 No, as we will clearly discover as we study more 
closely what Paul taught, those who truly receive 
God’s gracious gift of salvation are transformed by His 
Holy Spirit.  Because of His wonderful work in their 
lives, they become holy and continue to grow holier.  
They are born again, and the power of sin is broken 
over their lives.  Christ lives in them.  They become 
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new creations.  No longer are their lives characterized 
by the practice of sin.  Certainly, true believers 
sometimes still do sin, but they no longer practice it.  
As the apostle John wrote: 

If we say that we have no sin, we are 
deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and 
righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness….No one who is 
born of God practices sin, because His seed 
abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is 
born of God (1 John 1:8-9; 3:9, emphasis 
added). 

 The salvation that comes through Jesus Christ not 
only provides forgiveness of sin, it provides 
deliverance from sin.  A growing holiness is the result 
of receiving the free gift of salvation.  Note carefully 
the words that follow Paul’s most well-known 
affirmation of the freeness of salvation: 

For by grace you have been saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God; not as a result of works, that no one 
should boast.  For we are His workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should 
walk in them (Eph. 2:8-10, emphasis added). 

 Salvation is not a result of our good works; good 
works, however, are a result of our salvation. 
 God’s purpose in saving us was not just to give us 
a legal stamp of forgiveness that nullifies our list of 
sins.  His purpose was to make us holy, obedient 
people, conformed to the image of Christ.  He gives 
not only an imputed legal righteousness, but re-
creates us to experience a real and practical 
righteousness.  One cannot be received exclusive of 
the other.  In fact, the apostle John tells us who has 
truly received imputed legal righteousness: those who 
practice a lifestyle of practical righteousness: 

Little children, let no one deceive you; the 
one who practices righteousness is righteous, 
just as He is righteous; the one who practices 
sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned 
from the beginning.  The Son of God 
appeared for this purpose, that He might 
destroy the works of the devil (1 John 3:7-8, 
emphasis added). 

 Sin is the work of the devil.  The salvation Jesus 
offers destroys Satan’s works in our lives. 

James on Works 
 Of course before we can receive the salvation that 
forgives and delivers us from sin, we must realize our 
need for it.  Tragically, many church members 
consider themselves Christians simply because 
they’ve prayed a “sinner’s prayer” or acknowledged 
certain theological facts.  They think they possess a 
salvation that has provided forgiveness, but that 
provides very little, if any, transformation in their 
lives.  Yet it doesn’t bother them because they know 
that salvation is by grace and not works.  In their 
minds, works are unimportant and optional. 
 Yet the Bible states that it is impossible to have a 
saving faith that doesn’t produce works.  The apostle 
James wrote that a faith void of works is useless, 
dead, and cannot save: 

What use is it, my brethren, if a man says he 
has faith, but he has no works?  Can that faith 
save him?….Even so faith, if it has no works, 
is dead, being by itself….But are you willing 
to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith 
without works is useless? (James 2:14, 17, 20, 
emphasis added). 

 Thus, the true test of our faith is our behavior.  
And that is why Paul warns us, admonishing us to 
examine our lives to determine if our faith and 
salvation are bogus.  Again, our works don’t earn us 
salvation; our works prove that we possess true saving 
faith and the indwelling Holy Spirit. 
 Let us, then heed Paul’s admonition to examine 
ourselves using his own God-given tests.  Determining 
where we stand is the first step.  If we discover that we 
fail the test of experiencing true salvation, then there is 
hope that we can and will receive it. 
 
Excerpt from The Great Gospel Deception- Exposing 
the False Promise of Heaven Without Holiness by 
David S. Servant, pages 11-15 and 17-23. (1999) 
Ethnos Press, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  Permission 
granted by author. 
 
The complete book answers all objections and gives 
further instructions, 270 pages.  Available from us for 
a $15.00 tax-deductible donation.   Or you can contact 
the author at: www.heavensfamily.org 
----------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
“I do not seek to please men, if I pleased men I 
would not be a servant of Christ”  Galations  1:10 
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The Center Will Not Hold 
Jesus People Editor 

 
Did you know that Cesar Chavez in the 60s led the 
“Boycott Grapes” strike?  “Yes we can” was the 
slogan.  California has some eleven Chavez parks, 
half a dozen major roads and at least 25 public 
schools named after him, more than George 
Washington and of course many Chavez buildings, 
student centers and at least one college.  Cesar 
Chavez did not support illegal aliens because illegal 
aliens were a danger to his union.  They worked 
cheaper.  He also fought the federal Bracero 
program which allowed farmers to import hundreds 
of thousands workers from Mexico to pick crops.  
Chavez called illegal aliens “wet backs”.  When 
the government did not secure the border, Chavez’s 
U.F.W. members did.  They caught illegal aliens in 
the desert and heat the hell out of them.  They beat 
them with clubs, barbed wire and chains and these 
men were almost all Hispanic.  I would like 
Governor Gavin Newsom to celebrate the next 
California holiday of Cesar Chavez by telling the 
public the truth: That Cesar Chavez was absolutely 
against illegal immigration.  So much to tell on this 
subject and other subjects, especially to millennials:  
see the book “Ship of Fools” by Tucker Carlson. 
Available anywhere books are sold. 
 
Brave American soldiers died, were physically and 
mentally severely wounded and America went crazy 
because the “Elite Rulers” hid the truth in the 60s 
and 70s about Vietnam.  Today’s Democratic Party 
is more deceitful and many Republicans like Paul 
Ryan are cowards.  I voted for Trump because, the 
alternative was Hillary Clinton and the pro-abortion 
death cult Democratic Party.  
 
If you remove all illegal aliens from California 
prisons and California schools two big expensive 
problems would be solved!  And of course nurses 
would not have to go on strike and so much more.  
The California Governor’s solution:  Welcome more 
illegal aliens and give them “sanctuary.”  His 
“California for all” will destroy this state! 
 
This time things really are going to fall apart, the 
center will not hold.  Unless of course a real move of 
God sweeps this nation.

 Brethren, our preaching will bear its legitimate 
fruits. If immorality prevails in the land, the fault is 
ours in great degree. If there is a decay of 
conscience, the pulpit is responsible for it. If the 
public press lacks moral discrimination, the pulpit is 
responsible for it. If the Church is degenerate and 
worldly, the pulpit is responsible for it. If the world 
loses its interest in religion, the pulpit is responsible 
for it. If Satan rules in the halls of legislation, the 
pulpit is responsible for it. If our politics become so 
corrupt that the very foundations of our government 
are ready to fall away, the pulpit is responsible for 
it. Let us not ignore this fact, my dear brethren; but 
let us lay it to heart, and be thoroughly awake to our 
responsibility in respect to the morals of this nation. 
     Charles Finney   
 

If at any time I announce that a nation or 
kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and 
destroyed, and if that nation I warned repents 
of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on 
it the disaster I had planned.  And if at 
another time I announce that a nation or 
kingdom is to be built up and planted, and if 
it does evil in my sight and does not obey me, 
then I will reconsider the good I had intended 
to do for it.  Jeremiah 18:7-10 (NIV) 

 
Note Matthew chapter 25 has nothing at all to do 
with the immigration subject unless every single tax 
paying American was a Christian and every single 
illegal alien could prove they are true disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
See article on Matthew Chapter 25 in our Newsletter 
volume 42 Issue 2 on our website.  If you haven’t a 
computer send a $2 donation and I’ll make a copy 
and mail it to you. 
 
Bulk orders of this newsletter are available for a 
tax deductible donation. We will pay shipping 
cost! 
10 copies $10 
20 copies $15 
50 copies $30 
Send check or money order made out to Jesus 
People Info Center. 
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HERESIES 
EVERYTHING OLD IS NEW AGAIN 

Modern Religious Group Capsule Summary Ancient Christology
1.  Branhamism (followers of 

William Branham) 
Oneness theology—God is one person and one essence 

manifested in different modes. 
Modal Monarchianism 
Sabellianism 

2.  Children of God 
 a.k.a. Love Family 

Confuses the two natures:  Jesus had a beginning! Nestorianism 
Arianism 

3.  Christadelphianism Jesus atoned for his own sins and was perfect only with 
respect to his divine nature.  They deny any unique divine 
nature in Christ. 

Nestorianism 
Arianism 

4.  Christian Science Jesus possessed one nature only—a human nature!  The 
Christ is a divine idea. 

Ebionism 
Gnosticism 

5.  Church of  Bible 
Understanding 

Jesus is Savior, but not God the Savior Arianism 

6.  Church Universal and 
Triumphant 

“Jesus” and “Christ” are two separate concepts.  Jesus 
was a man who lived nearly 2000 years ago. 

Ebionism 
Nestorianism 

7.  Divine Science Christ is an indwelling principle. Gnosticism 
8.  International Church of 

Ageless Wisdom 
God cannot be anthropomorphic; therefore, Jesus cannot 
be God. 

Ebionism 
Arianism 
Nestorianism 

9.  Jehovah’s Witnesses Jesus had a beginning as the created Son of God. Arianism 
10.  Mormonism Jesus’ deity is no more unique than all of humankind. No real parallel—hints of 

Ebionism, Arianism, 
Anthropomorphism, and 
Dynamic Monarchianism 

11.  Oneness Pentecostalism God is not a Trinity of three persons and one essence, but of 
one essence and person manifested in three different modes 
and in different dispensations. 

Modal Monarchianism 
Sabellianism 

12.  Religious Science “Jesus” is to be distinguished from “the Christ.” Ebionism 
Gnosticism 

13.  Rosicrucianism Christology is identical with Religious Science and the 
Mind Sciences. 

Hints of Ebionism 

14.  Swedenborgianism “Jesus” is to be distinguished from “the Christ.”  Jesus was 
merely human The Trinity as “love, wisdom, and activity” 
are aspects of one person, not three. 

Nestorianism 
Modal Monarchianism 
Sabellianism 

15.  Theosophy Jesus is divine in the same sense as all people are divine.  
The historical Jesus was merely human. 

Hints of Arianism 
And Gnosticism 

16.  Unification Church Jesus’ body remained in the grave while his spirit rose to 
heaven.  Jesus’ death was an unfortunate accident. 

Gnosticism 
Dualism 
Nestorianism 

17.  Unity School of 
Christianity 

Jesus is the name of a particular person.  Also teaches 
reincarnation. 

Ebionism 
Gnosticism 

18.  Vedanta Society Jesus’ body died; this is insignificant; Jesus’ divinity is 
solely important. 

Monophysitism 

19.  Way International Jesus is not God because God cannot die!  Jesus was 
human. 

Nestorianism 
Arianism 

20.  Worldwide Church of God 
   (Armstrong’s Version) 

The body that died on the cross was not the same body that 
was raised from the dead.  After Jesus’ resurrection, he 
possessed a single divine nature. 

Monophysitism 
Anthropomorphism 

 



 18

ON THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN FREEDOM AND LIBERTY 
By Stephen Aivazis 

 

The words freedom and liberty are commonly used 
synonymously or interchangeably.  That is, they are 
used as if there are no real distinctions to be made 
between them.  However, with some consideration 
important distinctions can be made as we approach 
each word from a biblical or Christian point of 
reference. 
 Human freedom is a reality which is distinctly and 
uniquely individual in nature.  This involves what I 
would call the state of creation rather than the state of 
nature.  The term state of nature has been used 
prominently in moral or political philosophy, but this 
idea, in my mind anyway, falls short for one primary 
reason:  It is acknowledged that such a consideration 
is purely hypothetical.  We can find no instance in 
history, biblical or otherwise, where mankind actually 
lived and operated under conditions which could be 
described as an actual state of nature; a condition 
whereby men are completely free of all restraint and 
consideration but that of purely individual desires, and 
are under no governing reality other than unrestrained 
self-will. 
 On the other hand, the term state of creation 
assumes a Creator, and this assumes a created order 
involving both physical and moral law.  The Bible, in 
chapters one and two of the book of Romans, plainly 
declares that mankind, in his created state, has an 
inherent knowledge and understanding of both 
physical and moral law, and the testimony each bears 
toward the Creator and Ruler of the universe.  Being 
created in the image of God, mankind is above all 
created free.  This freedom we have retained, 
notwithstanding Adam’s fall from his created state of 
innocence. 
 From the Lord’s treatment of Cain in Genesis 
chapter four, and throughout the Scriptures, God treats 
all humanity as responsibly free and individually 
accountable for the use of that freedom, 
notwithstanding instances where the Bible also reveals 
God’s Sovereignty in superintending human history 
according to His purpose.  One of the greatest 
elements of God’s glory resides in the fact that He is 
able to bring His purpose to pass without the least 
violation of any man’s freedom to do as he will. 
 Thus, every human soul who inhabits this earth is 
equally free under God, and is equally accountable 
before God for the way in which that freedom is used.  
But, it is important to stress that the soul is free under 
God; that is, human life and human freedom is a 

stewardship given to man by God with its requisite 
limitations and ultimate accountability.  The Bible 
states in Hebrews 9:27 that “it is appointed for men to 
die once and after this comes judgment.”  Every one 
of us is free while we live our earthly lives, but none 
of us are truly, absolutely, or ultimately autonomous, 
that is, independent of God in any way, shape, or 
form.  As the apostle Paul told the Athenians so long 
ago, “In Him we live and move and exist, even as 
some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are 
His offspring.’” (Acts 17:28) 
 All human souls are born in this world equally 
free.  But all are not equally at liberty to exercise that 
freedom as they otherwise might absent outside 
factors which restrain that liberty, or constrain it into 
undesired action or inaction.  Herein lies the important 
distinction between that freedom in which all 
participate equally, and the varying degrees of liberty 
we commonly find throughout the communities and 
nations of this world.  In this regard we find that 
whereas freedom is uniquely an individual concept, 
liberty is uniquely corporate in nature; something 
which is dependent on the many different levels and 
degrees of human governance which are in operation 
all around us.  While this is true of families, 
businesses, schools, churches, the military, and so on, 
we usually, and most specifically relate this idea to 
national governments, especially as they exert a 
tremendous authoritative influence over the 
aforementioned entities.  Let us consider a couple of 
specific examples which illustrate this distinction 
between freedom and liberty. 
 A Christian in North Korea or Saudi Arabia is as 
free under God as an American Christian to stand on a 
street corner in Pyongyang or Mecca and preach the 
gospel.  Corporately, Christians in those countries are 
equally free under God to organize a local church in 
order to teach the saints and preach the gospel to the 
lost.  But Christians in North Korea or Saudi Arabia 
are not equally at liberty to exercise that freedom.  
The costs of liberty are far greater in those countries 
than in America, and wisdom and prudence dictate 
that those costs should be considered in determining 
appropriate action. 
 A woman under the governance of a strict Muslim 
family in a strict Islamic nation like Saudi Arabia or 
Afghanistan is equally as free under God as an 
American woman to dress as she pleases, to marry 
whom she pleases, to go where she pleases, to drive if 
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she pleases, and to worship God as she pleases, 
according the dictates of her conscience, if she is 
willing to pay the price required for the liberty of 
exercising that freedom.  The cost of liberty for an 
Arabian or Afghanistani woman is far higher than for 
an American woman. 
 Examples such as those mentioned above could be 
multiplied many times over if we were to continue 
comparing life in America to life in many other 
nations of the world.  But we should not therefore 
conclude that there is not a cost involved in 
maintaining the liberties we so often take for granted 
here in the USA.  This is strongly implied in the 
statement of Benjamin Franklin, who, when asked 
what kind of government the Constitutional 
Convention had created answered, “… a Republic, if 
you can keep it.” 
 Knowing that there are many who will question 
this statement I will make it anyway:  The power and 
influence of Christianity established the liberties 
which we Americans have enjoyed since our 
founding, and the truths which undergird that power 
and influence have also established and defined the 
cost of maintaining these liberties.  In the first 
instance, these costs are moral and spiritual in nature.  
Among them are faith in God, adherence to the Truth 
as it is in Jesus, submission to the rule and will of 
God, a commitment to righteous living under God, 
and a resolute vigilance in maintaining a system of 
law which reflects both the goodness and holiness of 
God.  Comprehended in this are all the traits we think 
of as describing a virtuous citizenry.  Prudence, self-
control, fortitude, honesty, integrity, and loyalty are 
some of those traits. 
 From the days of the First Great Awakening, and 
throughout the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, 
the Church of America, though by no means perfect, 
was nonetheless a faithful custodian of these things.  
This is an uncontested fact of history, historical 
revisionists notwithstanding.  Tragically, during the 
twentieth century the Church became increasingly 
superficial and worldly in its approach to the 
proclamation, inculcation, and public upholding of the 
gospel, and consequently of those things which are 
necessary to the maintenance of the American 
Republic. 
 As the power and influence of the Church in 
America has declined (and let no one doubt that it has, 
in fact, declined) ideas relative to liberty and what that 
concept means and requires have been, and continue 
to be corrupted.  While the skeleton of the 
constitutional republic may remain, these corrupt 

ideas relative to the possession and exercise of true 
liberty are bringing about a decisive foundational 
shift; a shift which portends the end of liberty as 
defined by biblical truth and as exemplified by the 
Spirit of ’76 and the American nation it gave birth to. 
 Though it is beyond the scope of this essay to go 
into great detail, these “new” ideas, as expounded in 
government, education, the media, and the arts, 
amount to a false liberty derived from arbitrary, 
totalitarian human authority.  These “new” ideas are 
nothing but the same “old” ideas which are grounded 
in a defiant rebellion against God.  The Psalmist 
described these “new” ideas many generations ago: 
Why are the nations in uproar and the peoples 
devising a vain thing?  The Kings of the earth take 
their stand, and the rulers take counsel together 
against the LORD and against HIS Anointed: “Let us 
tear their fetters apart, and cast away their cords from 
us!”  He who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord 
scoffs at them.  Then He will speak to them in His 
anger and terrify them in His fury: “But as for Me, I 
have installed My King upon Zion, My holy 
mountain.” (Psalm 2:1-6) 
 A foundation based upon rebellion gainst God, 
and a liberty which is derived from that foundation 
cannot be sustained.  It is no accident that as those 
who ply these waters begin to prevail, chaos, 
corruption, confusion, a spirit of mutual enmity, and 
an increasing attempt to restrict the liberty of those 
who support a God ordained governmental order, 
follows in their wake.  And if, in fact, their influence 
and power continues to increase, we can only expect 
more and more restrictions to our  liberties; 
restrictions which will require a quiet compliance or 
an overt and godly defiance, trusting that a holy and 
sovereign God will act on His behalf, and ours, to 
reestablish a right and true foundation. 
 Many in the Church will give lip service to the 
need for a genuine awakening; a genuine spirit of 
repentance and reformation in the life and functioning 
of our churches.  Sadly, the reality on the ground is 
that the Church continues to do nothing, lulled to 
sleep by the dreamy illusion of peace and prosperity, 
of blessing and well-being, of a false sense of the 
grace of God, and of a false hope that somehow we 
shall escape the righteous judgement of God.  Apart 
from a true, Holy Spirit induced and empowered 
awakening in the Church and in society at large, our 
Sovereign Lord will act, but not as many vainly 
imagine.  He will act, first of all, to remove the 
illusions under which the Church currently lives and 
operates, some of which were mentioned above.  He 



 20

will act to restrain the liberty which we Americans 
have vainly and defiantly abused as free men and 
women under God.  And He will act to prove again 
what He has proven so many times throughout human 
history, namely, that we should not allow ourselves to 

be deceived.  God will not allow Himself to be 
mocked forever.  At the right time, and in the right 
way, He will act and show once again that under His 
divine government whatever men and nations sow, 
they shall reap.

 

The Son Abides Forever 
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Jesus answered and said to them, Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.  But he spake of the temple of his body.   John ch. 2 
 

S T A N D I N G 
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Mere Christianity  by C. S. Lewis. Large Print Edition (190 pgs) $10.00 
The Trinity  by E. H. Bickersteth. (182 pgs) $11.00 
Can You Be Gay and Christian?  By Jewish Christian Dr. Michael Brown (286 pgs) $17.00 
A Queer Thing Happened to America  by Jewish Christian Dr. Michael Brown. Refuting all the 
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$27.95 

Jesus Among Other Gods  by Ravi Zacharias. (195 pgs) $16.00 
Jesus Among Secular Gods  by Ravi Zacharias. (248 pgs) $19.00 
Beyond Opinion  by Ravi Zacharias. (360 pgs) $16.00 
The New Age is Lying to You  by Eldon Winker. New Age philosophy exposed (223 pgs) $10.00 
If God Is Good-Why Do Christians Suffer?  by Randy Alcorn. (512 pgs) $16.00 
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A NEW AMERICA? 
 

America, America, 
God shed His grace on thee! 
It's time to step aside, Dear God, 
And leave it up to me! 
We're really not ungrateful, Sir; 
You did real fine back then. 
But things have changed a lot, You see. 
The world's not what it's been. 
 

We've all gone off to college; 
Learned how to read and ponder. 
We've even read Your book, You know. 
Sir, if You don't mind, we wonder, 
Why You don't rewrite that thing— 
Bring it up to date. 
Your plan just didn't work for us; 
We can't afford to wait. 
 

Your church is doing well, though, 
You'll be glad to hear. 
The brightest folks are deacons; 
The temple's free and clear. 
It's all become big biz today; 
The coffers do You proud. 
The Jesus group is on the tube 
Whipping up the crowd. 
 

We've liked the population scare, 
Which had us in a fright. 
Land was getting scarce, You see; 
Food was out of sight.

The pill has really done the job, 
But in case we make a slip, 
We have a way to change our minds 
That's painless, sure, and quick. 
 

You must be proud as punch 
When You look down and see 
How we've turned our fields and streams 
Into productivity. 
We've tamed our natural resources, 
And we're quite prepared to fight 
When anybody tries to curb 
Our growing appetite! 
 

There is a nagging problem, Sir; 
We wish You'd concentrate 
On wiping out those nations 
That thrive on fear and hate. 
We've done so well ourselves, 
We're quite appalled to see 
People all around the globe 
Denied their dignity. 
 

Why can't they be like us, Lord? 
Our people we have freed. 
That leaves us time for helping You 
Stamp out lust and greed! 
How can we keep it going, Lord? 
They're shutting off our crude! 
(We'll turn our wheat to methanol 
And whip them with our food!) 
 

 

"If God doesn't judge America for her immorality, He will have to 
apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah." Ruth Bell Graham 

 

America The Beautiful 
O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain! 
America! America! God shed His grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea. 
America WAS Beautiful 
Detestable – The filthy lives; 
The death-cursed land’s insane, 
For perverts rule in churches now 
And Christians sin for gain! 
America! America! God took His grace from thee, 
And gave thy land to Satan’s Hand; 
From judgment you cannot flee! 
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[I have been “on the street” witnessing  
since 1969 with “the few”.  Where are  
all the “Church people?”  J.P. Editor] 

 AND SO WE PLOW 
  by Emily Hunter 
 
Harvesting is pleasant work. 
In mellow days we reap with joy; 
With eager hands we clasp the grain. 
We give God praise, for now we know 
We labored not in vain. 
But plowing is not so. 
In days yet brisk and cool we struggle 

hard. 
With calloused hands we grip the plow; 
And though we hope for future yield of 

grain, 
We do not see it now. 
And if the field be new--a virgin land-- 
The greater is the strain. 
For furrows firstly made are dug with toil 
Resistant to intrusion lies the sleeping 

soil. 
Sharp roots and rocks repel the blade 
And must be cast aside. 
And from the grasp of hardened ground 
Great boulders must be pried. 

 
Were upward eyes of faith not clear 
To see the yield as from the hand of God, 
If downcast eyes of flesh stared at the feet 
Where lies the brown and barren sod, 
Then never would be turned one stone, 
Then never would one seed be sown, 
Then never would the wheat be grown- 
No harvest for the Lord. 
But we behold the harvest now 
through eyes of faith--and so we plow. 
For plowers first must break the ground. 
Then others come with seed to sow, 
And later hands to weed and hoe. 
And lastly reapers come with joy 
To harvest flowing stalks of gold. 
But now we plow--because in faith 
The harvest we behold. 
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