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The “Reality Check” Zine 
Editor:  Thomas Adcock

JUST IMAGINE! 
Luke 15:10 
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S a l v a t i o n  
Acknowledge: “For all have sinned and   come short of 
the glory of God”, (Romans 3:23) “God be merciful to me 
a sinner”. (Luke 18:13) 
Repent:  “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.” 
(Luke 13:3)  “Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that 
your sins may be blotted out.” (Acts 3:19) 
Confess:  “If thou shall confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
him from the dead, thou shall be saved.” (Rom. 10:9) 
Believe:  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16) 
Receive:  He came unto his own, and his own received 
him not, but as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name.” (John 1:11,12) 
Follow Jesus:  “If ye love me, keep my 
commandments.” (John 14:15)  “For this is the love of 
God, that we keep his commandments: and his 
commandments are not grievous.” (I John 5:3)  “For the 
grace of God that brings salvation hath appeared to all 
men, teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in 
this present world;” (Titus 2:11 & 12) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Places where we have sent free Christian literature for the last 42 years: 
 

U.S.A.- every state 
American Samoa 
Argentina, S. America  
Australia 
Belgian Congo, Africa 
Belgium 
Belize, C. America 
Benin W. Africa  
Botswana, Africa  
Brazil, S.  America 
Bulgaria 
Burma 
Cambodia  
Cameroon, W. Africa  
Canada 
Chad, Africa  
China    
Colombia.  S.  America 
Cuba 
Denmark 
Ecuador, S. America 
Egypt 
England 
Ethiopia, E. Africa 

 

France 
Finland 
Germany 
Ghana, W. Africa 
Greece 
Greenland 
Guam 
Guinea, Africa 
Guyana, S. America 
Haiti 
Hong Kong, China 
Hungary 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Ivory Coast, W. Africa 
Jamaica, W. Indies 
Japan 
Kenya, E. Africa 
Kuwait 

 

Liberia, W. Africa 
Madagascar  
Malawi, Africa 
Malaysia  
Mexico 
Micronesia  
Mozambique, Africa 
Myanmar  
Namibia, S. Africa 
Nepal 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Niger, Central Africa 
Nigeria, W. Africa 
Norway 
Pakistan  
Panama  
Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal  
Puerto Rico 
Republic of Congo, Africa 
Republic of S. Africa 

 

Rhodesia 
(Zimbabwe),S.Africa 
Rwanda, Africa 
Romania 
Russia 
Scotland 
Sierra Leone, W. Africa 
Singapore 
South Korea 
Spain 
Sri-Lanka 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Taiwan 
Tanzania, E. Africa 
Thailand 
Tibet 
Togo, W.  Africa 
Trinidad, W. Indies 
Uganda, Africa 
Ukraine 
Zambia, Africa 

Free literature goes out constantly  

 

I M P O R T A N T  
N O T I C E  

If this is the first free newsletter you have 
received from us and you do not want to receive 
any more-Do Nothing-you will not receive 
another. However, if you would like to continue 
receiving our newsletter you must contact us by 
e-mail or letter to keep receiving it. We will not 
send you any letters begging for money and we 
will not give your name and address to anyone 
else.  Thank you.  Tom Adcock, President, Jesus 
People Ministry. Mailing address: 4338 3rd Ave. 
Sacramento, CA 95817   
 

E-mail:  jesuspeoplemin@sbcglobal.net   

And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as 
dead.  But He laid His right hand on me, 
saying to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the 
First and the Last. I am He who lives, and 
was dead, and behold, I am alive 
forevermore. Amen.  And I have the keys of 
Hades and of Death.”     Revelation 1:17-18
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STATEMENT OF FAITH 
We Believe: 
In the Trinity: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
Jesus Christ is True God and True Man.  The Holy Spirit 
is a Divine Person.  The Old and New Testaments are 
God's Divinely Inspired words.  All have sinned and 
come short of the Glory of God and are in need of 
salvation.  Salvation has been provided through Jesus 
Christ for all men.  It is the will of God that every believer 
be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Healing is available to 
every believer only when it is God’s will to act.  Ultimate 
healing is at the resurrection of the body.  The Church 
consists of all those who have received Jesus Christ as 
their personal Lord and Saviour.  There shall be a bodily 
resurrection of the just and the unjust.  In the personal, 
visible, imminent return of Jesus Christ.  In water 
baptism, and observance of the Lord's Supper. 
 

Volume 42- Issue 2  (published seasonally)  This 
newsletter is published by Jesus People Information 
Center, 4338 3rd. Ave. Sacramento, CA 95817, a non-
profit Christian evangelistic organization engaged in 
foreign missions, nationwide prison ministry, street 
evangelism.  Subscriptions are free on request.  This 
ministry is completely supported by individual, tax-
deductible, free-will donations. 

 

N O T I C E S  
 

1.  Our newsletters are available in bulk orders:  
Mini-bulk order: 10 copies for $5.00. 50 copies 
for $25;  100 copies for $45.  We pay shipping 
on all bulk orders.  These prices are for the 
United States only. 

2.  Free Bibles and Christian books to prisons. 
3.  Free Christian literature and Bibles to 3rd world 

pastors, as the Lord leads and supplies. 
4.  Join our Jesus People Book Club.  For a $25 or 

more tax-deductible donation per month, to help 
us supply free literature worldwide, we will send 
you a quality Christian book every month. 

5.  For a free subscription to receive our newsletter 
write us and ask for it. 

Send for above requests to: 
 Jesus People Information Center 
 4338 Third Avenue 
 Sacramento, CA 95817-3014 
 Message Phone:  (916) 456-9085 
e-mail:  jesuspeoplemin@sbcglobal.net 
website:  http://www.jesuspeopleinfo.org 
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DEAR PASTOR 
Will You Repent With Me? 

 
The greatest crisis I faced during my two decades as 
a pastor was not the result of a disagreeable deacon, 
a financial deficit, an egocentric worship leader, or a 
church gossip. Rather, it was due to an encounter 
with the Holy Spirit and God's Word. 
 
It all began when I read the second and third 
chapters of the book of Revelation, which contain 
Jesus' opinion of seven churches in Asia Minor. I 
noticed that His opinion of some of those churches 
was considerably different than their opinion of 
themselves. The congregation at Laodicea, for 
example, considered themselves to be "rich" and in 
"need of nothing," while He considered them to be 
"wretched and poor and blind and naked" (Rev. 
3:17). Quite a contrast. 
 
I began to wonder what Jesus thought of my church 
and ministry. I knew He must have an opinion. To 
think otherwise would be absurd. He has an opinion 
about everything, and His opinion is always right. 
 
It occurred to me that He would one day tell me His 
opinion. When I stood before Him, there would be 
no doubt in my mind what He thought of my church 
and ministry. 
 
At the time, I believed my church was one of the 
best, and that the numerical growth we were 
experiencing was sure evidence of God's blessing. 
All the indicators were positive. Yet I had a concern: 
What if my perspective was slightly skewed? 
 
If it was, I figured it would be much better to learn it 
then rather than discover it when I stood before the 
Lord. When I stood before Him it would be too late 
to change anything. Now there was still opportunity 
to make adjustments. 
 
I also figured that Jesus would surely be willing to 
tell me if, in some way, my ministry wasn't pleasing 
to Him. So I decided to ask Him what He thought, 
fully convinced that if I was sincere, He'd show to 
me anything He might want me to change. 
 
He answered my prayer in a way I never imagined. 
He impressed me to read Matthew 25:31-46. (Take 

note: I've since learned that God is not likely to 
reveal His unique will for me if I'm not even 
following His general will for everyone, as revealed 
in His Word.) There in Matthew 25 I read Jesus' 
foretelling of the judgment of the sheep and the 
goats. I had read it many times before, but this time 
it was different. I noticed that Jesus was not 
speaking to the multitudes, but to His closest 
disciples (see Matt. 24:3). According to Mark's 
Gospel, they were Peter, James, John and Andrew 
(see Mark 13:3). What Jesus said had direct 
application to them. He wanted them to be prepared 
for the judgment of the sheep and goats. It was plain 
as day. Jesus did not want any of them to find 
themselves among the goats. 
 
Jesus told Peter, James, John and Andrew that, one 
day, people from all the nations (literally "ethnic 
groups," of which there are thousands) will be 
gathered before Him. They will be separated into 
two categories. Each group will hear Him say one of 
two things. They will either hear Him say, "I was 
hungry and you fed Me" or, "I was hungry and you 
did not feed Me." They will either hear Him say, "I 
was thirsty and you gave Me a drink" or, "I was 
thirsty and you did not give Me a drink." They will 
either hear Him say, "I was naked and you clothed 
Me" or, "I was naked and you did not clothe Me." 
And there are three other similar contrasting 
statements about which Jesus solemnly forewarned 
His closest disciples. On the basis of those six 
criteria, those before Him will either be cast into the 
eternal fire or will inherit His eternal kingdom. 
 
Jesus also made clear that those who serve Him in 
those six ways actually do so by serving the "least of 
these" among His family. So His point was 
inescapable: Those who truly love Jesus express 
their love for Him by sacrificial service to the poor 
and suffering members of His body.  [I Cor. Ch. 12] 
 
The Holy Spirit then asked me this question: "If 
everyone in your congregation died today and stood 
at the judgment of the sheep and goats, how many 
would be sheep and how many would be goats? 
More specifically, in the last twelve months, how 
many people in your congregation have provided 



 5

food for a hungry believer in Christ? How many 
have provided water for a thirsty Christian? How 
many have provided clothing for a naked follower of 
Jesus? How many have opened their home, or 
provided shelter, for a homeless believer? How 
many have visited a believer who is sick or 
incarcerated?" 
 
I then realized that my ministry needed monumental 
adjustments. It was like a sword was being driven 
through my heart. I knew that the majority of those 
in my congregation were in the goat category and 
that I was much to blame. I had never told them of 
the importance of the things Jesus listed in Matthew 
25:31-46. We were American Christians, but not 
biblical Christians. Our Jesus existed to serve us 
rather than to make us servants. My gospel was 
deficient. It had perverted God's grace. I realized 
that I had been missing the mark by a million miles, 
straining out gnats and swallowing camels, building 
a church but not making disciples. We were way off 
course. If most of us had died at that point in time, 
we would have died as goats, destined to be 
condemned. 
 
I was ashamed. I went from believing that I was a 
successful pastor to realizing that I was a failure in 
God's eyes. I wept. I confessed. I repented, not just 
in word, but in deeds. I asked my congregation's 
forgiveness. I promised that I was going to be a man 
of God from then on. I declared that I would begin 
making disciples, as Jesus commanded, from that 
day forward, teaching them to obey all of Christ's 
commandments. I put my hand to the plow, and by 
the grace of God, I have not looked back. 
 
Perhaps you think I overreacted. But I don't. Not in 
the least. That was just the beginning of what I can 
only describe as waking up from the dead. Since 
then, my entire life and ministry have been radically 
changed. And there have been so many on-going 
awakenings since then—as I have simply believed 
more of what Jesus plainly said—that I would 
hesitate to tell many professing Christians the entire 
story, knowing they would reject it outright. 
 
To this day I am completely dumbfounded as to how 
those solemn words of Jesus found in Matthew 
25:31-46 escaped my attention during the first two 
decades of my ministry. And since that day, I've 
remained astonished that so many professing 

Christians and Christian leaders live as if those 
words did not exist. But those words do exist. And 
anyone who ignores them is surely among the most 
foolish people who have ever lived. Jesus has told 
us in advance the correct answers to a test that will 
determine our eternal destiny. 
 
Facing Up to the Truth 
 
Take note, first of all, that Jesus is not going to ask 
the sheep or goats if they prayed the sinner's prayer, 
accepted Jesus as their Savior, read their Bibles, paid 
their tithes, attended church, or voted for pro-life 
candidates. 
 
Also take note that many, if not most, professing 
Christians are goats according to the unmistakable 
testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ. Why isn't this 
being shouted from every pulpit in the world? 
 
And there is more to face up to. Those who skim 
over the surface of Matthew 25:31-46 may suppose 
that the goats represent the Muslims, Buddhists, 
atheists, and so on, while the sheep represent all the 
Christians. The truth is, however, that the sheep and 
the goats together represent all professing Christians. 
The sheep are true believers whose faith is alive with 
love for fellow believers. The goats think they are 
believers, and they are shocked when they are 
eternally condemned. Jesus' foretelling of the 
judgment of the sheep and the goats serves as a 
warning that there will be multitudes of professing 
Christians who possess the assurance of their 
salvation but who will be stunned when they stand 
before Him as He condemns them to hell forever. 
 
What is the proof of my claim? First, consider the 
context. Remember that Jesus was speaking in 
Matthew 25:31-46 to four of His closest disciples 
(see Mark 13:3). He was not giving an evangelistic 
sermon to a mixed multitude. He first told those four 
devoted disciples the parable of the unfaithful 
servant, which is a warning to hypocrites, that is, 
those who profess to be what they are not (see Matt. 
24:42-51). The highlighted servant in that parable 
was indeed a servant in the house of his master. He 
did not start off as being unfaithful. Rather, he 
became unfaithful when he believed that his master 
would not return soon. When his master returned 
unexpectedly, he was caught in his sin, and he was 
cut in pieces and assigned a place with the 
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hypocrites where there was "weeping and gnashing 
of teeth." 
 
The moral of the story? "Peter, James, John and 
Andrew, don't become like the unfaithful servant 
who backslid. Serve faithfully no matter how long 
My return is delayed. Otherwise even you, currently 
My most devoted disciples, will find yourselves with 
hypocrites weeping and gnashing your teeth." Jesus 
made it clear from the outset of the parable that He 
was telling it to them for their personal benefit. He 
said, "Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know 
which day your Lord is coming" (Matt. 24:42). 
 
Jesus next told His four devoted disciples the 
parable of the ten virgins (Matt. 25:1-13). Again, 
this was not a parable to motivate unbelievers to 
repent and get ready for Christ's return. It was a 
parable to encourage Jesus' true disciples to stay 
ready for His return. All ten were virgins (they don't 
represent unbelievers). All ten were waiting for the 
bridegroom (they don't represent unbelievers). All 
ten were initially ready (they don't represent 
unbelievers). But five became unready, and they 
were ultimately refused entry into the wedding feast. 
 
The moral of the story? "Peter, James, John and 
Andrew, don't become like the five foolish virgins. 
Stay alert for My return. Otherwise even you, 
currently My most devoted disciples, will be refused 
entry into My wedding feast." Jesus warned them in 
the one-sentence conclusion of the parable, "Be alert 
then, for you do not know the day nor the hour" 
(Matt. 25:13, emphasis added). What He said was 
for their benefit. There is no escape from this. It is so 
obvious that only a theologian could miss it. 
 
Then Jesus told His four devoted disciples the 
parable of the talents (Matt. 25:14-30). A man who 
was about to go on a journey called "his own slaves" 
to entrust each of them with some talents. All three 
servants were servants of their master. All three 
were entrusted with talents. The one-talent slave was 
no less a slave of the master than the other two 
slaves. He does not represent an unbeliever any 
more than the other two represent unbelievers. All 
three represent believers. 
 
When the master returned, he rewarded the two 
slaves who were fruitful. But the one-talent slave 
had nothing to show. He had been unfaithful, having 

buried his talent in the ground. His master was very 
angry, wondering why the one-talent slave hadn't at 
least deposited his talent in the bank to earn a little 
interest. Then he ordered that "worthless slave" to be 
cast "into the outer darkness" where there is 
"weeping and gnashing of teeth." 
 
The moral of the story? "Peter, James, John and 
Andrew, don't become like the unfaithful one-talent 
slave. When I return, you will stand before Me, and I 
expect to receive a return on what I have entrusted to 
you, even if what I have entrusted you with seems 
small in comparison to what I have entrusted to 
others. Otherwise you will be cast into outer 
darkness where there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth." 
 
The fact that Jesus was warning believers, as 
opposed to unbelievers, in these three parables is so 
unmistakable that some modern commentators 
amazingly try to convince us that "the outer 
darkness" of which Jesus spoke in the first and third 
parables is actually a place located in the outer 
fringes of heaven where unfaithful believers will 
temporarily mourn their loss of rewards! Then, 
however, He will wipe away their tears and welcome 
them into His kingdom! 
 
The Sheep and Goats in Context 
 
Finally, after warning four of His devoted followers 
by means of three parables, Jesus culminated His 
private sermon to them by telling them something 
that was not a parable, but rather a certain future 
event for which they must be prepared—the very 
judgment He had been repeatedly warning them 
about in the previous parables. It was His foretelling 
of the judgment of the sheep and the goats. And the 
reason He told them of that future sobering event 
was very clear—He didn't want them (or any of His 
professing followers) to be among the goats on that 
day. 
 
All of the preceding context, as well as the internal 
evidence, makes it abundantly clear that the 
judgment of the sheep and goats is not a separating 
of Christians from Muslims, Buddhists, atheists and 
so on. It is a judgment of all professing Christians 
from every nation. Jesus' words in Matthew 25:31-
46 had direct application to Peter, James, John and 
Andrew. Obviously the possibility existed that they 
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could one day tragically find themselves among the 
goats, just as the possibility existed that they could 
find themselves like the unfaithful servant in the first 
parable, the five foolish virgins in the second 
parable, or the one-talent slave in the third parable. 
If this were not true then He would have had no need 
to warn them. But He did warn them, repeatedly. 
And if it was possible for Peter, James, John and 
Andrew, it is possible for anyone else who professes 
to be a follower of Christ. 
 
Notice also that the goats will be surprised at their 
condemnation. They will call Jesus "Lord," and ask 
Him, "When did we see You hungry, or thirsty, or a 
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
take care of You?" (Matt. 25:44). The implication is 
that they will believe that if they had seen Him in 
those pitiful conditions they would have certainly 
assisted Him. (That is what every professing 
Christian would think.) They will think that they 
love Him. But Jesus will declare to them that, if they 
had loved Him, they would have loved His suffering 
family. Again, the implication is that they had 
knowledge of His suffering family, which would 
hardly be true of most non-professing Christians. 
These goats had the opportunity to know about and 
assist suffering believers. But they aren't "those 
kinds of Christians." No, they are unfaithful 
servants, foolish virgins, and slaves who buried their 
talents. Goats. 
 
The Question 
 
Pastor, there is no difference between you and me. 
You've been entrusted with a ministry to a 
congregation. Jesus has an opinion of your church 
and ministry. Sooner or later, you will know exactly 
what Jesus thinks about your church and ministry. 
 
If everyone in your congregation died today and 
stood at the judgment of the sheep and the goats, 
how many would be sheep and how many would be 
goats? How many of them, because of their love for 
Jesus, are doing anything to feed hungry believers, 
clothe naked believers, provide shelter for homeless 
believers, or visit sick and incarcerated believers? 
Have you told them of how vitally important these 
things are? If you died at this very moment and 
stood at the judgment of the sheep and the goats, 
would you be a sheep or a goat? If your answer is 
"goat," then you are a goat. 

 
"But I've studied the Bible in its original languages! 
I teach from the Bible every week! I pray. I tithe! 
I'm a spiritual leader! People respect me as such!" 
 
This was also the testimony of the scribes and 
Pharisees. They all possessed "the assurance of 
salvation." But they were cast into hell. 
 
"But I prayed the sinner's prayer! I speak in tongues! 
I've cast out demons!" 
 
In the strongest terms possible, Jesus warned against 
trusting in such things as proof that one will inherit 
eternal life. He warned, "Many will say to Me on 
that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your 
name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in 
Your name perform many miracles?'" But He will 
solemnly reply, "I never knew you; depart from Me, 
you who practice lawlessness" (Matt. 7:22-23). 
 
“You are robbing people of their assurance!" 
 
Yes, just as John the Baptist, Jesus, all the apostles 
(see, for example, Luke 3:8, Matt. 7:22-23, 1 Cor. 
6:9; Eph. 5:5-6, Jas. 2:14-17; 2 Pet. 2:1-22, 1 John 
2:4-9; Jude 1:3-4), and any other preacher who loves 
God and people, I am robbing people of their false 
assurance. Like John the Baptist, Jesus, and the 
apostles, my hope is to wake up those in darkness to 
the plain and solemn truth, so that they will repent 
and be born again in actuality rather than just in 
doctrinal theory. Pastors and preachers who are not 
warning those who think they are sheep but who act 
like goats are pastors who are helping Satan. 
 
The Decision 
 
When a pastor has been tickling ears and telling 
people what they want to hear, it is indeed a fearful 
thing for him to think of actually telling people the 
truth for the first time. It could cost him his 
"ministry," at least temporarily. Droves of goats 
might run for the doors, taking their money with 
them. He could lose his job and his paycheck. But 
dear pastor, do you think that the price you will pay 
for telling the truth will be less than the price you 
will ultimately pay for continuing to play your 
present church game? Do you truly believe that you 
will escape hell when you have helped populate 
hell? 
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When you walk up the stairs to your sanctuary 
platform and pulpit to deliver a message that once 
again soothes the hardened and deceived hearts of 
people who are goats according to Christ's revelation 
in Matt. 25:31-46, you might as well be leaning a 
ladder onto the cross of Jesus, climbing to the top, 
and spitting in His tortured face! 
 
He suffered and died to make people holy! His 
sacred blood was shed to transform sinners into 
saints! There he hangs, gasping for breath, held by 
nails, covered with blood, His back ripped to shreds, 
spat upon and mocked by those who hated Him. All 
to deliver to His preachers the keys to the kingdom 
of heaven—a glorious gospel that can deliver sinners 
from their selfishness through His atoning sacrifice. 
All to create a community of new creations in Christ 
who love each other! 
 
Yet those preachers alter the message that He has 
entrusted to them to take to the entire world. They 
strip it of all its real power, and use it to deceive 
those living in darkness, promising them heaven 
when Jesus has promised them hell! Worse yet, after 
they have deceived their congregations into 
believing that they possess what they actually do not 
possess, they then doubly-deceive them into 
believing that they can never forfeit what they do not 
possess! How can such preachers and pastors escape 
the sentence to hell? How appropriate to this are 
Christ's words, "Whoever does not have, even what 
he thinks he has shall be taken away from him" 
(Luke 8:18). 
 
"But where can we find followers of Christ who are 
hungry, thirsty, naked, homeless, sick or in prison?" 
 
Living in our bubble-world with the rest of the 
world's elite does indeed blind us. Yet when one-half 
of the world lives on less than two dollars a day, is it 
possible that there are any followers of Christ among 
that group of three billion people? Is it possible that 
some are hungry, thirsty, in need of clothing or 
shelter? Might some be ill from drinking 
undrinkable water? Are there not thousands rotting 
in prisons for their faith in countries where 
Christians regularly face brutal persecution? 
 
Tragically, most professing Christians living in 
wealthy western nations live as if they are unaware 

of the sufferings of the persecuted church around the 
world. How the angels must weep! 
 
There should be tens of thousands of Christian 
ministries that focus on serving the poor and the 
persecuted among Christ's family around the world. 
Billions of dollars should be pouring in from the 
pockets of western Christians and churches to show 
their love for Jesus by loving His body. Every 
church should be immersed in involvement, top to 
bottom. Western Christians should be spanning the 
globe to find such needs and meet them. 
 
But no. We're goats. Who think we're sheep. Surely 
Jesus didn't mean what He said in Matthew 25:31-
46, right? 
 
While Jesus is hungry, thirsty, naked, sick, homeless 
and incarcerated, tens of thousands of pastors who 
profess to love Him ignore His pitiful plight, 
collecting hundreds of millions of dollars each 
Sunday from people who also profess to love Him, 
and those dollars are primarily used to serve the 
people who gave those dollars, and mostly for things 
for which you can't find a shred of scriptural 
support. What money does escape from the goat pen 
is often just a token fraction, tossed towards Jesus, 
who sits like Lazarus on the street, longing for a 
crumb from the rich man's table. 
 
Dear pastor, will you repent with me? 
 
Why do you call me, Lord, Lord, and do not do what 
I say? (Luke 6:46). 
 
David Servant 
 
Website: www.heavensfamily.org 
 
 

“Command those who are rich in this 
present age not to be haughty, nor to trust 
in uncertain riches but in the living God, 
who gives us richly all things to enjoy.  
Let them do good, that they be rich in 
good works, ready to give, willing to 
share, storing up for themselves a good 
foundation for the time to come, that they 
may lay hold on eternal life.” 

 I Timothy 6:17-19 

http://www.heavensfamily.org/
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Greetings Friends, 
I am on Florida’s death row and I am  requesting your 
free newsletters and free books.  I thank you in advance 
for granting this request. 
Mark Twilegar 
Union Correctional Institution, Raiford, FL 
 
Jesus People, 
It has been 8 or 9 years since I last wrote you.  Please put 
me back on your mailing list for your free newsletter…. 
Roger Woods, 
Berkeville, VA 
 
Yes, I got my first newsletter and want to keep getting 
them… 
Ken Anderson, Sacramento, CA 
 
Dear Jesus People Information Center, 
I got your address from Willow Creek Community 
Church and I would like a free Bible and your 
newsletters and any Christian books I can get… 
Don Paiva 
Amador County Jail, Jackson, CA 
 
Tom, 
I have a new celly who is an ex-skin head.  I gave him 
my copy of Bernie Koerselman’s book “The Christian’s 
Assurance of Salvation.”  Please send me another copy… 
J. Miller 
Salinas Valley Prison, Soledad, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
Can you please give me a Bible and your newsletter and 
any other Christian material…. 
Gary Winters 
Federal Prison, Lisbon, OH 
 
Jesus People, 
I saw your awesome newsletter.  Keep sending it… 
Scott Barbu 
Citrus Heights, CA 
 
Dear Tom, 
Can you give me another copy of the 800 page book 
“The Believer’s Conditional Security”?… 
J.L.  
Federal Prison, Pekin, IL 
 
Mr. Adcock, 
I got first newsletter and would like to receive more…. 
Raven Alfaro 
Sacramento, CA 

Tom, 
Thanks for the newsletter I got in the 
mail.  Yes, I’d like to be on your 
mailing list. 
Jerry Hines 
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 
 
Dear Tom and Kathy, 
Hi… Today we stopped by the Bahai temple.  So as the 
speaker was doing cultic stuff from the podium, we 
quickly put down a couple of tracts. At the exit, my wife 
Kristina decided we should leave a few gospel tracts we 
got from you on their literature table of Bahai stuff. So 
we did. We are leaving Chicago and going to Cleveland 
and pass out more tracts… 
Jeremiah and Kristina Ewing, 
Sacramento, CA 
 
Editor:  Two friends who are passing out gospel literature 
on their summer vacation.  More people could easily do 
this. 
 
Jesus People, 
Allow me to introduce myself…. I grew up on the streets 
of Compton, CA with a lot of the wrong kind of people 
around me.  I’m now a new Christian trying my best to 
learn the Bible.  I’m serving a life sentence and asking 
for your Bible study books…. 
Steve Chavez 
Centinela State Prison, Imperial, CA 
 
Dear Mr. Adcock, 
Thanks for the info on the “Assemblies of Yahweh” cult. 
 I wrote them and severed all ties with them.  I’d like any 
information you have on different Bible versions…. 
Jason Colston 
Federal Prison, Lisbon, OH 
 
To Jesus People, 
I just got your address.  I haven’t heard about Jesus 
People for decades.  Do you send stuff to prisons? …. 
Jeffrey Fecht 
State Prison, Corcoran, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
I want to keep getting your newsletter…. 
Darryl L. Hardy, Sacramento, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
I just heard about your ministry.  Send me your 
magazine. 
Carolyn Knapschaefer, Goshen, IN 

We do NOT have a Pen-Pal Program. WE GET LETTERS 
Thousands of them – Here are a few 
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Dear Friends, 
Please send me a copy of the book you send to prisoners, 
“The One True God”. Thank you. 
Ricky Blackman 
Valley Men’s Prison, Chowchilla, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
It’s me again.  I have been saved four years and now 
teach the Bible on the yard.  I need your books against 
the predestination of Calvinism…. 
Aeron Grenfell 
Mule Creek Prison, Ione, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
I’m a believer and enjoy reading Joyce Meyer and Joel 
Osteen’s books… 
Randy Jaquez 
State Prison, Corcoran, CA 
 
Editor:  I sent him Bible based Christian books, and a 
book explaining why those other books are not reliable. 
 
Hey Tom, 
…. How are you? I see it is time to renew my ordination 
card.  I’m still working with young men in prison… 
Dave Butler 
Phoenix, AZ 
 
Hello, 
I loved your Jesus People Newsletter and want to keep 
receiving it.  The articles are inspiring… 
Elaine Sams 
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 
 
Dear Sir, 
I came across your name in a paper in here.  I was born in 
Belize.  I want to know God and don’t know how to pray 
or meet Him.  Can you help me find God?…. 
Edward Raymond 
High Desert Prison, Susanville, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
I saw for the first time your newsletter and want to 
continue to receive it. 
Shonquinta Jones, 
Sacramento, CA 
 
Dear Brother Adcock, 
I’d like a continuing subscription to your free newsletter. 
Duane Richardson 
Columbus, OH 
 
Jesus People, 
Please send me your books and newsletters… 
Tomas Estrada 
Prison, Wasco, CA 

 
Dear Jesus People, 
Greetings…. I received the books and papers you sent me 
on 3/28/14.  I’ve written to other Christian ministries and 
not one of them even answered me at all.  I pray our 
Father will bless you and send me your magazines some 
more when you can…. 
Daniel Jimenez 
State Prison, Wasco, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
Please send me the following 3 books on 
homosexuality…Donation enclosed. 
Dr. Ernest Fink 
Greenville, NY 
 
Dear Sir, 
Please send me your newsletter and books…. 
Laval Vallare 
State Prison, Corcoran, CA 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
Thank you for sending me the books showing Jehovah’s 
Witnesses don’t tell the truth about the Bible…. 
Jeff Mahle 
Pleasant Valley Prison, Coalinga, CA 
 
Tom Adcock, 
I gave my life to God in 1995.  I was referred to you by 
“Glory to God Ministry”.  I’d like your magazines and 
books… 
Salvadore Torres 
State Prison, Huntsville, TX 
 
Hello, 
I was cleaning up and found one of your old newsletters. 
 The cover says, “Band of David” and has old drawing of 
David holding the head of Goliath… I looked you up on 
the web and glad you’re still in business.  I now publish 
Christian books. 
Sharon Evans (email) 
 
Jesus People,   Hello… 
Can you send me books?   
Ron Woods 
Holmes Correction Institution, Bonifay, FL 

Jesus People, 
I need a pen pal…. 
Ron Youngblood 
Richard J. Donovan Correctional Facility, San Diego, 
CA 
 
Editor: We sent him Christian literature.  We have 
never had “Pen Pals”  You ministries out there, please 
don’t refer Pen Pals to us anymore.  Thank you.
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Dear Jesus People, 
I am a Christian. Do you have things for Christians to 
read… 
Jesus Mendoza 
Mule Creek Prison, Ione, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
I’d like to get back on your mailing list.  I was on a 
coumple of years ago, but I have a new cell number 
now… I need Spanish gospel books to reach many 
Spanish speaking people in here for Christ… 
Bill Ray Riggs 
San Quentin Prison, CA 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
Please send me all you can about Jesus.  I am from 
Sacramento and I will be released from here soon… 
James Williams 
Chuckawalla Prison, Blythe, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
Can you give me a Bible. The chapel here does not 
supply these…. 
Joseph Rise 
Prison, Graterford, PA 
 
Jesus People, 
I agree with you about the faulty teaching of Joel Osteen. 
 Can you send me your last four newsletters. 
Professor Richard Liba,  Warren, MI 
 
Jesus People, 
You have a powerful free book ministry… Can you send 
me books on the following subjects…. 
Charles McKray 
G. Robert Cotton Corr. Fac., Jackson, MI 
 
Jesus People, 
I really enjoy your newsletter… 
George Voorhis, Charlotte, NC 
 
Jesus People, 
I’d like to receive your free books… 
Perry Loury 
Prison, McLoud, OK 
 
Jesus People, 
Can I get your free resources…. 
Juan Carlos Paz 
Folsom Prison, Represa, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
Can you give me some books…. 
Kevin Miller 
Prison, Graterford, PA 

Hello, 
I’m serving a life sentence.  I’ve been inside 27 years 
today.  Can you give me a book I saw circulating in here 
“Christian’s Assurance of Salvation” by B. Koerselman? 
Martin Lebron 
Prison, Graterford, PA 
 
Hi, 
Please send me any Christian books or Bible studies you 
can…. 
Darryl Green 
Prison, Cumberland, MD 
 
Jesus People, 
Please send me Christian books and tracts… 
Peter Dove 
Prison, Corcoran, CA 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
I got your address from a friend and I’d like Christian 
books to read. 
Christopher Beaver 
California Men’s Colony, San Luis Obispo, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
A friend of mine gave me your name…. Can you give me 
a Bible that has original message or early print because 
modern ones are completely altered… 
Barry Denton 
Salinas Valley Prison, Soledad, CA 
 
Editor:  I sent him an article on “Bible Versions.”  I’ve 
done two newsletters on this subject.  These “KJV” only 
groups and churches are way off base.  Why don’t they 
teach from the 1611 version?  Most manuscripts 
discovered have been found after the KJV was printed.  
We have three books refuting the King James Version 
Only argument on our website under Book Offers 
Category “Cults, False Church Teachings & Issues” for 
those who are interested.  I sent him a N.A.S.B. Bible.  I 
personally recommend, KJV, N.K.J.V., N.A.S.B, E.S.V., 
the 1984 N.I.V. And if you need an easy to read Bible, 
The Amplified Version.  The King James translators 
themselves stated their work was only a translation and 
not perfect.   I do admit there are “bad” versions out 
there.  I do not recommend “The Message Bible” or the 
Seventh Day Adventist “Clear Word Bible.” 

And the letters keep 
coming, every day. 
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THE WORLDVIEW THAT MAKES THE UNDERCLASS 
By Anthony Daniels 

 
The following is adapted from a speech delivered on 
May 20, 2014, at a Hillsdale College National 
Leadership Seminar in Dearborn, Michigan. 
 
I worked for 15 years as a doctor and psychiatrist in 
a general hospital in a poor area of a British city and 
in the prison next door, where I was on duty one 
night in three. The really dangerous people were in 
the hospital, perhaps because of the presence in the 
prison next door of very large uniformed men who 
exerted a strangely calming effect on the prisoners. 
In the hospital, I personally examined many 
thousands of patients who had attempted suicide or 
at least made a suicidal gesture (not quite the same 
thing of course). They were overwhelmingly from 
poor homes, and each patient told me of the lives of 
the three, four, or five people closest to them—and I 
spoke to many of those people as well. I could not, 
of course, have spoken to so many people, and heard 
about so many others, without some general 
impressions forming themselves in my mind. One 
abiding impression was of the violence of their lives, 
particularly that between the sexes—largely the 
consequence of the fluidity of relations between the 
sexes—and also of the devastating effect of 
prevalent criminality upon the quality of daily 
existence.   
 Before I did this work, I had spent a number of 
years working as a doctor in Africa and in other 
places in the Third World. I also crossed Africa by 
public transport, such as it was, and consequently 
saw much of that continent from the bottom up. 
These experiences also helped me in my 
understanding of what I was later to see in England. 
As Dr. Johnson put it, all judgment is comparative; 
or as Kipling said, “What should they know of 
England who only England know?” Indeed, what 
should anyone know of anywhere, who only that 
place knows?   
 On my return to England, I used to visit the 
homes of poor people as part of my medical duties. 
Bear in mind that I had returned from some of the 
poorest countries in the world, where—in one 
case—a single hen’s egg represented luxury and the 
people wore the cast-off clothes of Europe that had 
been donated by charity. When I returned to 
England, I was naturally inclined to think of poverty 

in absolute rather than in relative terms—as people 
not having enough to eat, having to fetch water from 
three miles away, and so forth. But I soon ceased to 
think of it in that fashion. 
 In the course of my duties, I would often go to 
patients’ homes. Everyone lived in households with 
a shifting cast of members, rather than in families. If 
there was an adult male resident, he was generally a 
bird of passage with a residence of his own 
somewhere else. He came and went as his fancy took 
him. To ask a child who his father was had become 
an almost indelicate question. Sometimes the child 
would reply, “Do you mean my father at the 
moment?” Others would simply shake their heads, 
being unwilling to talk about the monster who had 
begot them and whom they wished at all costs to 
forget.  
 I should mention a rather startling fact: By the 
time they are 15 or 16, twice as many children in 
Britain have a television as have a biological father 
living at home. The child may be father to the man, 
but the television is father to the child. Few homes 
were without televisions with screens as large as a 
cinema—sometimes more than one—and they were 
never turned off, so that I often felt I was examining 
someone in a cinema rather than in a house. But 
what was curious was that these homes often had no 
means of cooking a meal, or any evidence of a meal 
ever having been cooked beyond the use of a 
microwave, and no place at which a meal could have 
been eaten in a family fashion. The pattern of eating 
in such households was a kind of foraging in the 
refrigerator, as and when the mood took, with the 
food to be consumed sitting in front of one of the 
giant television screens. Not surprisingly, the 
members of such households were often enormously 
fat. 
 Surveys have shown that a fifth of British 
children do not eat a meal more than once a week 
with another member of their household, and many 
homes do not have a dining table. Needless to say, 
this pattern is concentrated in the lower reaches of 
society, where so elementary but fundamental a 
means of socialization is now unknown. Here I 
should mention in passing that in my hospital, the 
illegitimacy rate of the children born in it, except for 
those of Indian-subcontinental descent, was 
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approaching 100 percent.  
 It was in the prison that I first realized I should 
listen carefully, not only to what people said, but to 
the way that they said it. I noticed, for example, that 
murderers who had stabbed someone always said of 
the fatal moment that “the knife went in.” This was 
an interesting locution, because it implied that it was 
the knife that guided the hand rather than the hand 
that guided the knife. It is clear that this locution 
serves to absolve the culprit, at least in his own 
mind, from his responsibility for his act. It also seeks 
to persuade the listener that the culprit is not really 
guilty, that something other than his decisions led to 
the death of the victim. This was so even if the 
victim was a man against whom the perpetrator was 
known to have a serious grudge, and whom he 
sought out at the other side of the city having carried 
a knife with him.  
 The human mind is a subtle instrument, and 
something more than straightforward lying was 
going on here. The culprit both believed what he was 
saying and knew perfectly well at the same time that 
it was nonsense. No doubt this kind of bad faith is 
not unique to the type of people I encountered in the 
hospital and the prison. In Shakespeare’s King Lear, 
Edmund, the evil son of the Earl of Gloucester, says: 
 

This is the excellent foppery of the world: that 
when we are sick in fortune—often the surfeit of 
our own behaviour—we make guilty of our 
disasters the sun, the moon, and the stars, as if 
we were villains on necessity; fools by heavenly 
compulsion; knaves, thieves, and treachers, by 
spherical predominance; drunkards, liars, and 
adulterers, by an enforced obedience of 
planetary influence; and all that we are evil in, 
by a divine thrusting on. An admirable evasion 
of whoremaster man, to lay his goatish 
disposition to the charge of a star! 

 
In other words, it wasn’t me. 
 This passage points, I think, to an eternal and 
universal temptation of mankind to blame those of 
his misfortunes that are the natural and predictable 
consequence of his own choices on forces or 
circumstances that are external to him and outside 
his control. Is there any one of us who has never 
resorted to excuses about his circumstances when he 
has done wrong or made a bad decision? It is a 
universal human tendency. But in Britain, at any 
rate, an entire class of persons has been created that 
not only indulges in this tendency, but makes it their 

entire world outlook—and does so with official 
encouragement. 
 Let me take as an example the case of heroin 
addicts. In the 1950s, heroin addiction in Britain was 
confined to a very small number of people, 
principally in bohemian circles. It has since become 
a mass phenomenon, the numbers of addicts having 
increased perhaps two thousandfold, to something 
like 250,000 to 300,000. And with the statistically 
insignificant exception of members of the popular 
culture elite, heroin addiction is heavily concentrated 
in areas of the country such as the one in which I 
worked. 
 Heroin addiction has been presented by 
officialdom as a bona fide disease that strikes people 
like, shall we say, rheumatoid arthritis. In the United 
States, the National Institute on Drug Abuse defines 
addiction quite baldly as a chronic relapsing brain 
disease—and nothing else. I hesitate to say it, but 
this seems to me straightforwardly a lie, told to 
willing dupes in order to raise funds from the federal 
government. 
 Be that as it may, the impression has been 
assiduously created and peddled among the addicts 
that they are the helpless victims of something that is 
beyond their own control, which means that they 
need the technical assistance of what amounts to a 
substantial bureaucratic apparatus in order to 
overcome it. When heroin addicts just sentenced to 
imprisonment arrived, they said to me, “I would give 
up, doctor, if only I had the help.” What they meant 
by this was that they would give up heroin if some 
cure existed that could be administered to them that 
would by itself, without any resolution on their part, 
change their behavior. In this desire they appeared 
sincere—but at the same time they knew that such a 
cure did not exist, nor would most of them have 
agreed to take it if it did exist. 
 In fact, the whole basis of the supposed 
treatment for their supposed disease is rooted in lies 
and misconceptions. For example, research has 
shown that most addicts spend at least 18 months 
taking heroin intermittently before they become 
addicted. Nor are they ignorant while they take it 
intermittently of heroin’s addictive properties. In 
other words, they show considerable determination 
in becoming addicts: It is something, for whatever 
reason, that they want to become. It is something 
they do, rather than something that happens to them. 
Research has shown also that heroin addicts lead 
very busy lives one way or another—so busy, in 
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fact, that there is no reason why they could not make 
an honest living if they so wished. Indeed, this has 
been known for a long time, for in the 1920s and 30s 
in America, morphine addicts for the most part made 
an honest living. 
 Withdrawal from opiates, the fearfulness of 
which, reiterated in film and book, is often given as 
one of the main reasons for not abandoning the 
habit, is in fact a pretty trivial condition, certainly by 
comparison with illnesses which most of us have 
experienced, or by comparison with withdrawal 
from other drugs. I have never heard an alcoholic 
say, for example, that he fears to give up alcohol 
because of delirium tremens—a genuinely 
dangerous medical condition, unlike withdrawal 
from heroin. Research has shown that medical 
treatment is not necessary for heroin addicts to 
abandon their habit and that many thousands do so 
without any medical intervention whatsoever. 
 In Britain at least, heroin addicts do not become 
criminals because they are addicted (and can raise 
funds to buy their drugs only by crime); those who 
take heroin and indulge in criminal behavior have 
almost always indulged in extensive criminal 
behavior before they were ever addicted. Criminality 
is a better predictor of addiction than is addiction of 
criminality. 
 In other words, all the bases upon which heroin 
addiction is treated as if it is something that happens 
to people rather than something that people do are 
false, and easily shown to be false. This is so 
whatever the latest neuro-scientific research may 
supposedly show. 
 I have taken the example of heroin addiction as 
emblematic of what, with some trepidation, I may 
call the dialectical relationship between the 
worldview of those at the bottom of society and the 
complementary worldview of what one might call 
the salvationist bureaucracy of the government. In 
the old Soviet Union there was a joke in which the 
workers would say to the party bosses, “We pretend 
to work and you pretend to pay us.” In the case of 
the heroin addicts, they might say, “We pretend to 
be ill, and you pretend to cure us.” 
 One of the possible dangers or consequences of 
such a charade is that it creates a state of dishonest 
dependency on the part of the addicts. They wait for 
salvation as Estragon and Vladimir wait for Godot in 
Samuel Beckett’s play; they wait for something that 
will never arrive, and that at least in some part of 
their mind they know will never arrive—but that 

officialdom persists in telling them will arrive 
someday. 
 Dishonest passivity and dependence combined 
with harmful activity becomes a pattern of life, and 
not just among drug addicts. I remember going into 
a single mother’s house one day. The house was 
owned by the local council; her rent was paid, and 
virtually everything that she owned, or that she and 
her children consumed, was paid for from public 
funds. I noticed that her back garden, which could 
have been pretty had she cared for it, was like a 
noxious rubbish heap. Why, I asked her, do you not 
clear it up for your children to play in? “I’ve asked 
the council many times to do it,” she replied. The 
council owned the property; it was therefore its duty 
to clear up the rubbish that she, the tenant, had 
allowed to accumulate there—and this despite what 
she knew to be the case, that the council would 
never do so! Better the rubbish should remain there 
than that she do what she considered to be the 
council’s duty. At the same time she knew perfectly 
well that she was capable of clearing the rubbish and 
had ample time to do so. 
 This is surely a very curious but destructive state 
of mind, and one that some politicians have 
unfortunately made it their interest to promote by 
promising secular salvation from relative poverty by 
means of redistribution. Whether by design or not, 
the state in England has smashed up all forms of 
social solidarity that are independent of it. This is 
not an English problem alone: In France the word 
solidarité, solidarity, has come to mean high taxation 
for redistribution by state officials to other parts of 
the population, which of course are neither grateful 
for the subventions nor find them sufficient to meet 
their dreams, and which are, in fact, partly 
responsible for their need for them in the first place. 
And not surprisingly, some of the money sticks to 
the hands of the redistributionist bureaucracy. 
 By a mixture of ideology and fiscal and social 
policies, the family has been systematically fractured 
and destroyed in England, at least in the lowest part 
of the society that, unfortunately, needs family 
solidarity the most. There are even, according to 
some researchers, fiscal and welfare incentives for 
parents at the lower economic reaches of society not 
to stay together. 
 Certainly the notions of dependence and 
independence have changed. I remember a 
population that was terrified of falling into 
dependence on the state, because such dependence, 
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apart from being unpleasant in itself, signified 
personal failure and humiliation. But there has been 
an astonishing gestalt switch in my lifetime. 
Independence has now come to mean independence 
of the people to whom one is related and dependence 
on the state. Mothers would say to me that they were 
pleased to be independent, by which they meant 
independent of the fathers of their children—usually 
more than one—who in general were violent swine. 
Of course, the mothers knew them to be violent 
swine before they had children by them, but the 
question of whether a man would be a suitable father 
is no longer a question because there are no fathers: 
At best, though often also at worst, there are only 
stepfathers. The state would provide. In the new 
dispensation the state, as well as television, is father 
to the child. 
 A small change in locution illustrates a change 
in the character and conceptions of a people. When I 
started out as a doctor in the mid-1970s, those who 
received state benefits would say, “I receive my 
check on Friday.” Now people who receive such 
benefits say, “I get paid on Friday.” This is an 
important change. To have said that they received 
their check on Friday was a neutral way of putting it; 
to say that they get paid on Friday is to imply that 
they are receiving money in return for something. 
But what can that something be, since they do not 
appear to do anything of economic value to anyone 
else? It can only be existence itself: They are being 
paid to continue to exist, existence itself being their 
work. 
 It has been said that the lamentable state of 
affairs I have described has been brought about by 
the decline, inevitable as we now see it, of the kind 
of industry that once employed millions of unskilled 
workers, whose wages, though low by today’s 
standards, were nevertheless sufficient to sustain a 
stable, though again by today’s standards not rich, 
society. And I do not think that this view can be 
altogether dismissed. But it is far from the whole 
story. One of the curious features of England in the 
recent past is that it has consistently maintained very 
high levels of state-subsidized idleness while 
importing almost equivalent numbers of foreigners 
to do unskilled work. 
 Let me here interject something about the 
intellectual and moral corruption wrought by the 
state in recent years—and I don’t know whether it 
applies to America. The governments of Britain, of 
both political parties, managed to lessen the official 

rate of unemployment by the simple expedient of 
shifting people from the ranks of the unemployed to 
the ranks of the sick. This happened on such a huge 
scale that, by 2006—a year of economic boom, 
remember—the British welfare state had achieved 
the remarkable feat of producing more invalids than 
the First World War. But it is known that the 
majority of those invalids had no real disease. This 
feat, then, could have been achieved only by the 
willing corruption of the unemployed themselves—
relieved from the necessity to seek work and 
relieved to have a slightly higher subvention—but 
also of the doctors who provided them with official 
certificates that they knew to be bogus. And the 
government was only too happy, for propaganda 
purposes, to connive at such large-scale fraud. One 
begins to see what Confucius meant when he said, 
2,500 years ago, that the first thing to do to restore a 
state to health was to rectify the names—in other 
words, to call things by their right names rather than 
by euphemisms. 
 There are three reasons that I can think of why 
we imported foreign labor to do unskilled work 
while maintaining large numbers of unemployed 
people. The first is that we had destroyed all 
economic incentive for the latter to work. The 
second is that the foreigners were better in any case, 
because their character had not been rotted; they 
were often better educated—it is difficult to plumb 
the shallows of the British state educational system 
for children of the poorest homes—and had a much 
better work ethic. And the third was the rigidity of 
the housing market that made it so difficult for 
people to move around once they had been granted 
the local privilege of subsidized housing. 
 I will leave you with an anecdote. As Mao Tse-
tung might have put it, one anecdote is worth a 
thousand abstractions. 
 I had been asked by the courts to examine a 
young woman, aged 18, who was accused of having 
attacked and injured her 90-year-old great-
grandmother, with whom she lived, while under the 
influence of alcohol and cannabis. She had broken 
her great-grandmother’s femur, but fortunately it did 
not prove fatal. (Incidentally, the homicide rate, it is 
said, would be five times higher than it is if we used 
the same medical techniques as were used in 1960.) I 
asked the young woman in the course of my 
examination whether her mother had ever been in 
trouble with the police. 
 “Yes,” she replied. 
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 “What for?” I asked. 
 “Well, she was on the social,” she said—“on the 
social” in English argot means receiving welfare 
payments—“and she was working.” 
 “What happened?” I asked. “She had to stop 
working.” 
 She said this as if it was so obvious that my 
question must be that of a mental defective. Work is 
for pocket money, the public dole is the means by 
which one lives. 
 That, ladies and gentlemen, is the view from the 
bottom, at least in Britain: but it is a view that has 
been inculcated and promoted from the top. 
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GROUPINGS WITHIN ISLAM 
 
There are two main groups of Muslims: Sunni (or 
“orthodox”) Muslims who constitute 85 to 90% of 
the world’s Muslims, and Shi‛ite. Most Shi‛a 
Muslims live in Iran and Iraq, where it is the 
majority faith.  Most of the rest of the Muslim world 
are Sunni. 
 
The division came after Muhammad died.  His last 
message was:  

“Today I have completed my religion for you 
and I have fulfilled the extent of my favor 
towards you.  It is my will that Islam be your 
religion.  I have completed my mission.  I have 
left you the Book of Allah and clear 
commandments.  If you keep them, you will 
never go wrong.” 

What was not clear to everyone, however, was who, 
if anyone, should take his place. 
 
SUNNI 
 
 The Sunni said that no one could take 

Muhammad’s place as a prophet, and his 
successors could merely be administrators, who 
carried out the Prophet’s sayings and actions.  
They do not have a religious function. 

 The name given to subsequent leaders was 
“caliph.”  Caliphs (or imams) were chosen by a 
consensus (ijma‛) from the male members of the 
Quraish tribe (Muhammad’s tribe). 

 The first four caliphs were: Abu Bakr, ‛Umar,  
‛Uthman and ‛Ali.  It was held that they had 
lived so close to Muhammad himself that they 
were “rightly guided” in all they taught. 

 The teaching of these four caliphs is called 
sunna (“custom”) and it is accepted as 
authoritative. 

 The Shari‛a is a system of community law that 
developed over the centuries.  Legal scholars 
explain and interpret the Shari‛a. 

 Sunnis continued to be governed by caliphs, the 
guardians of the Shari‛a, until 1924, when they 
were abolished, their place being taken by the 
different governments of Muslim countries. 

 Decisions are by consensus (ijma‛)—the 
agreement of the majority, and therefore 
historical developments and customs may be and 
are incorporated into the law, even if not part of 
the Qur’an. 
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SHI‛A 
 
 The fourth caliph ‛Ali, was Muhammad’s cousin 

and son-in-law.  When he was murdered in 661, 
Muawiah, his chief opponent, was made caliph.  
Many Muslims, however, wanted his son, 
Husayn, to become caliph.  The majority of 
Muslims would not support him, and he and his 
small group of followers were killed.   

 A minority movement believed that the inspired 
leadership gifts and understanding of the law 
were passed down through ‛Ali’s family.  They 
chose as imam whichever of his descendants 
was the most qualified at the time. 

 The imam had absolute spiritual authority and 
was the possessor of secret insights (the word 
imam, therefore has different meanings for 
Shi‛ites and for Sunnis). 

 Most Shi‛a Muslims believe that the twelfth 
imam went into “occulation” and will one day 
return as a messianic figure. 

 The guidance of this twelfth imam is still 
available to “agents,” the most senior of whom 
in Iran are the ayatollahs who pass judgments on 
the interpretation of the Shari‛a. 

 In the sixteenth century, the dynasty in Iran 
made the Shi‛ite faith the sole religion of their 
empire. 

 In the late twentieth century, the Shi‛ites became 
the chief voice of Islamic militant 
fundamentalism. 

 
Major Branches of Islam 
 
Sunni 970,000,000 
Shi‛ite 150,000,000 
Ahmadiyya 11,000,000 
Druze 500,000 
 
Sufi School of Thought 
 
Sufism (sufi means “mystic”) is a mystical Muslim 
school of thought which encourages Muslims in 
their quest for a direct personal experience of Allah. 
 This movement, which began in Persia and Iraq 
in the eighth to thirteenth centuries, in response to 
what was felt to be the worldliness of much of Islam, 
encouraged union with the divine by means of 
ascetic practices, and, in some forms, ecstatic 

dancing.  Though the mainstream of Sufis insisted 
on the keeping of the Shari‛a, there was always 
tension between observance of the external law, and 
the following of the mystical inner path.  Sufism 
also encouraged worship of saints, and founded 
religious communities: forbidden in Islamic 
teaching. 
 Reciting the names of God and phrases from the 
Qur’an (dhikr) is one form of Sufi devotion. 
 It was largely because of Sufi missionaries that 
Islam was extended into India, central Asia, Turkey, 
and sub-Saharan Africa.  Today there are many 
branches of Sufism throughout the Muslim world. 
 
Comparison of Islam With Christianity 
 
HUMAN NATURE AND SIN 
The Bible teaches:  All people are fallen sinners 
(Romans 3:23). 
The Qur’an teaches: All people are basically good. 
Islam teaches that men and women are born free of 
sin.  Every person is endowed by Allah with the 
spiritual potential and intellectual inclination that 
can make him a good Muslim.  Everyone is born 
free from sin.  There is no such thing as inherited 
sin, or original sin. 
 
SALVATION 
The Bible teaches:  Salvation is by grace through 
faith (Ephesians 2:8, 9). 
The Qur’an teaches:  Salvation is by sincerity and 
works.  Salvation is earned through a life of good 
deeds. 
 
THE DEVIL 
The Bible teaches:  The devil is a fallen angel (Isaiah 
14:12-15). 
The Qur’an teaches:  The devil, Satan, is not a fallen 
angel, but a fallen Jinn. 
 
NATURE OF GOD 
The Bible teaches:  “God is love” (I John 4:6) 
The Qur’an teaches:  Among Islam’s ninety-nine 
names for God not one of them is “love” or 
“loving.” 
 
THE TRINITY 
The Bible teaches:  The doctrine of the Trinity is 
implied in Isaiah 43:10; 44:6-8; Matthew 28:19; 2 
Corinthians 13:14. 
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The Qur’an teaches: Islam denies the Trinity.  
Muslims believe in the oneness of God. Allah is One 
and the Only One.  From this they conclude that God 
is not two in one or three in one.  The whole idea of 
the Christian Trinity is rejected.  “Certainly they 
disbelieve who say: Surely Allah is the third 
(person) of the three” (Qur’an 5.73). 
Note:  For Christians an attack on the Trinity is an attack 
on the deity of Jesus. 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
The Bible teaches:  The Holy Spirit is the third 
person in the Godhead.  He bears witness to Jesus 
(John 14:26; 15:26). 
The Qur’an teaches:  The Holy Spirit is the angel 
Gabriel. 
 
Jesus 
 
THE EXISTENCE OF JESUS 
The Bible Teaches:  The historical reality of Jesus:  
“For we did not follow cleverly invented stories 
when we told you about the power and coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eye-witnesses of 
his majesty” (2 Peter 1:16). 
The Qur’an teaches:  Muslims do not deny the 
existence of Jesus.  Rather they believe that he was 
an important prophet.  They respect and revere him.  
The Qur’an recounts his virgin birth.  The 
Annunciation to Mary is recorded by the Qur’an as 
follows:   
“Behold!” the Angel said, “God has chosen you, and 
purified you, and chosen you above the women of all 
nations.  O Mary, God gives you good news of a 
word from Him, whose name shall be the messiah, 
Jesus son of Mary, honored in this world and the 
Hereafter, and one of those brought near to God.  He 
shall speak to the people from his cradle and in 
maturity, and shall be of the righteous. 
“She said:  “O my Lord!  How shall I have a son 
when no man has touched me?”  He said:  “Even so; 
God creates what He will.  When He decrees a thing, 
He said to it, ‘Be!’ and it is.” –Qur’an, 3.42-7 
 
THE DEITY OF JESUS 
The Bible teaches:  Jesus is God in the flesh 
(Colossians 2:9). 
The Qur’an teaches:  Jesus was merely a messenger 
of Allah.  Jesus is not God.  Those who believe Jesus 
is God are infidels or disbelievers. 

BELIEF IN JESUS AND SALVATION 
The Bible teaches:  There is salvation only in Jesus 
(Acts 4:12). 
The Qur’an teaches:  It is impossible for anyone 
who believes in Jesus’ death on the cross and his 
resurrection to gain salvation.  Jesus can play no part 
in a Muslim’s salvation. 
 
JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION 
The Bible teaches:  Jesus was crucified (I Peter 
2:24). 
The Qur’an teaches:  Jesus was not really placed on 
a cross, and he did not die on the cross.  “And their 
saying:  Surely we have killed the Messiah, Isa son 
of Marium, the apostle of Allah; and they did not kill 
him nor did they crucify him, but it appeared to them 
so (like Isa) and most surely those who differ therein 
are only in a doubt about it; they have no knowledge 
respecting it, but only follow a conjecture, and they 
killed him not for sure” (4.157). 
 
JESUS’ RESURRECTION 
The Bible teaches: Jesus rose from the dead (John 
2:19-20). 
The Qur’an teaches:  Jesus did not rise from the 
dead. 
 
Christian View of Islam 
 
The New Testament teaches that to deny the deity 
and the death and resurrection of Jesus is so serious 
that anybody or any teaching that does this warrants 
the description “the antichrist.”  “Who is the liar but 
the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?  This is 
the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the 
Son” (I John 2:22 NASB). 
 
 
Excerpt from: AMG’s Handi-reference World 
Religions and Cults, Compiled by: John Hunt with 
Dan Penwell, pages 153-158. AMG Publishers, 
Chattanooga, TN 
 
 
The Sword of the Prophet  by Serge Trifkovic.  
The history, theology and impact Islam has had on 
the world.  This book clearly shows Islam is more 
than a religion.  Therein  lies the danger.   
(312 pages).  $25.00 

Send check or money order to Jesus People 
4338 3rd Ave., Sacramento, CA 95817 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND SECULAR TESTIMONY 
TO THE ACCURACY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT 

by Norman L. Geisler 
 
The archaeological evidence in support of the Bible 
in general is overwhelming.  Donald J. Wiseman 
summed it up well when he wrote, “The geography 
of Bible lands and visible remains of antiquity were 
gradually recorded until today more than 25,000 
sites  within this region and dating to Old Testament 
times, in their broadest sense, have been located. . . 
.”15  Whole books are written on the subject, which 
we will not try to summarize here.  We wish to focus 
attention briefly on two points:  the secular 
confirmation of the historicity of early Christianity 
in general and verification of specific persons and 
events in the New Testament in particular.  And 
besides the thousands of archaeological 
confirmations of the Bible, it is noteworthy to read 
an eminent archaeologist’s writing that no 
archaeological find has ever been made that 
contradicts the history of the Bible. 16 

 
 Secular History’s Confirmation of the 
Reliability of the New Testament. 17  First century 
historians confirm the general historical outline of 
the New Testament.  
 a.  Jewish Historian, Josephus (A.D. 37-100) 
 The Jewish historian Josephus, contemporary of 
Christ, abounds with references to figures familiar to 
New Testament readers.  F. F. Bruce summarized 
the evidence: 

Here, in the pages of Josephus, we meet many 
figures who are well-known to us from the New 
Testament; the colourful family of the Herods; 
the Roman emperors Augustus, Tiberius, 
Claudius, and the procurators of Judea; the high 
priestly families—Annas, Caiaphas, Ananias, 
and the rest; the Pharisees and the Sadducees; 
and so on. 18 

Moreover Josephus wrote of “the brother of Jesus, 
the so-called Christ, whose name was James . . .” 
(Antiquities XX 9:1).  And in a more explicit but 
disputed passage the Antiquities says: 

At this time there was a wise man who was 
called Jesus. . . .  Pilate condemned Him to be 
condemned and to die.  And those who had 
become His disciples did not abandon His 
discipleship.  They reported that He had 

appeared to them three days after His crucifixion 
and that He was alive; accordingly, He was 
perhaps the Messiah concerning whom the 
prophets have recounted wonders (xviii.33, 
Arabic text). 

 b.  Roman Historian, Cornelius Tacitus (A.D. 
55?-after 117) 
 He wrote of Nero’s attempt to relieve himself of 
the guilt of burning Rome:  

Hence to suppress the rumor, he falsely charged 
with the guilt, and punished with the most 
exquisite tortures, the persons commonly called 
Christians, who were hated for their enormities.  
Christus, the founder of the name, was put to 
death by Pontius Pilate, procurator of Judea in 
the reign of Tiberius:  but the pernicious 
superstition, repressed for a time broke out 
again, not only through Judea, where the 
mischief originated, but through the city of 
Rome also (Annals XV.44). 

 c.  Greek Satirist, Lucian (second century) 
 Lucian alludes to Christ in these words: 

. . . The man who was crucified in Palestine 
because he introduced this new cult into the 
world. . . . Furthermore, their first lawgiver 
persuaded them that they were all brothers one 
of another after they have transgressed once for 
all by denying the Greek gods and by 
worshipping that crucified sophist himself and 
living under his laws (On the Death of 
Peregrine). 

 d.  Roman Historian, Suetonius (c. A.D. 120) 
 Suetonius court official under Hadrian, made 
two references to Christ:  in the Life of Claudius 
(25.4) he wrote, “As the Jews were making constant 
disturbances at the instigation of Chestus [another 
spelling of Christus or Christ], he expelled them 
from Rome.”  Elsewhere in the Lives of the Caesars 
(26.2) he wrote: “Punishment by Nero was inflicted 
on the Christians, a class of men given to a new and 
mischievous superstition.” 
 e.  Pliny the  Younger (c. A.D. 112) 
 Writing to the emperor of his achievements as 
governor of Bithynia, Pliny the Younger gave 
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information on how he had killed multitudes of 
Christians—men, women, and children.  He said he 
attempted to “make them curse Christ, which a 
genuine Christian cannot be induced to do.”  In the 
same letter (Epistles X.96) he wrote of Christians: 

They were in the habit of meeting on a certain 
fixed day before it was light, when they sang in 
alternate verse a hymn to Christ as to a god., and 
bound themselves to a solemn oath, not to do 
any wicked deeds, and never to deny a truth 
when they should be called upon to deliver it up. 

 f.  Samaritan-born historian Thallus (c. A.D. 
52) 
 According to Julius Africanus (c. A.D. 221), 
“Thallus, in the third book of his histories, explains 
away this darkness [at the time of the crucifixion] as 
an eclipse of the sun—unreasonably, as it seems to 
me.”  It was unreasonable, of course, because a solar 
eclipse could not take place at the time of the full 
moon, and it was the time of the paschal full moon 
when Christ died. 
 g.  Letter of Mara Bar-Serapion (after A.D. 
73) 
 According to F. F. Bruce this letter residing in 
the British Museum is by a father to his son in 
prison.  In it he compares the deaths of Socrates, 
Pythagoras, and Jesus as follows: 

What advantage did the Jews gain from 
executing their wise King?  It was just after that 
their kingdom was abolished. . . . But Socrates 
did not die for good; he lived on in the teaching 
of Plato.  Pythagoras did not die for good; he 
lived on in the statue of Hera.  Nor did the wise 
King die for good; he lived on in the teaching 
which he had given. 19 

 h.  The Jewish Talmud (completed by A.D. 
500) 
 The Babylonian Talmud (Sanhedrin 43a, “Eve 
of Passover”) contains the following explicit 
reference to Jesus: 

On the eve of Passover they hanged Yeshu (of 
Nazareth) and the herald went before him for 
forty days saying (Yeshu of Nazareth) is going 
to be stoned in that he hath practiced sorcery and 
beguiled and led astray Israel.  Let everyone 
knowing aught in his defense come and plead 
for him.  But they found naught in his defense 
and hanged him on the eve of Passover. 

 Another Talmudic section says R. Shimeon ben’ 
Azzai wrote concerning Jesus, “I found a 
genealogical roll in Jerusalem wherein was recorded, 
Such-an-one is a bastard of an adulteress” (Yeb. IV 
3; 49 a).  It should be noted that the Jewish belief 
that Jesus was an illegitimate son and demon-
possessed is the same as that presented in the New 
Testament (cf. Mark 3:22; John 8:41). 
 Combining the above secular testimony to 
Christ, we get the following picture:  (1) Jesus was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate at Passover time.  (2) 
He was believed by his disciples to have risen from 
the dead three days later.  (3) Jewish leaders charged 
Christ with sorcery and believed he was born of 
adultery.  (4) The Judean sect of Christianity could 
not be contained but spread even to Rome.  (5)  Nero 
and other Roman rulers bitterly persecuted and 
martyred early Christians.  (6) These early Christians 
denied polytheism, lived dedicated lives according 
to Christ’s teachings, and worshipped Christ.  This 
picture is perfectly congruent with that of the New 
Testament.  
 
 Archaeological Confirmation of New 
Testament History.  Besides the general outline of 
New Testament history confirmed by secular sources 
close to Christ, there is specific confirmation of 
specific facts of New Testament history from 
archaeology.  We will center brief attention on the 
history given by Luke.  There are literally hundreds 
of archaeological  finds that support specific 
persons, events, and facts presented in Luke-Acts, 
including many which were once thought to be 
incorrect.  Especially noteworthy is Luke’s correct 
usages of official titles.  He calls the rulers of 
Thessalonica “politarchs,” Gallio the “Proconsul of 
Achaea,” the one in Ephesus a “temple warden,” the 
governor of Cyprus a “proconsul” and the chief 
official in Malta “the first man of the island,” a title 
confirmed in Greek and Latin inscriptions. 20 
 Likewise, Luke is known to be correct in 
chronological references.  His reference to “Lysanias 
the tetrarch of Abilene” at the time John the Baptist 
began his ministry (A.D. 27), once thought to be 
incorrect, is now known by Greek inscriptions to be 
correct.  Lysanias was tetrarch between A.D. 14 and 
29.  Other chronological references are known to be 
correct including those to Caesar, Herod, and even 
Gallio (Acts 18:12-17). 21 
 Numerous places named in the Gospels 
including the Pool of Siloam (John 9:7-11) and the 
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“judgment seat” near Corinth (II Cor. 5:10) have 
been verified by archaeology. 22  Further, names of 
persons mentioned in the New Testament appear in 
the finds of archaeology.  Near the theater at Corinth 
was found an inscription: “Erastus in return for his 
aedileship laid the pavement at his own expense.”  It 
is possible that this was the same Erastus who 
became a coworker of Paul (Acts 19:22). 
 These illustrations are only a few of the 
countless finds that confirm the New Testament 
presentation in its every detail.  We may summarize 
the situation in the words of the distinguished 
Roman historian A. N.  Sherwin-White about the 
writings of Luke:  “For Acts the confirmation of 
historicity is overwhelming. . . . Any attempt to 
reject its basic historicity even in matters of detail 
must now appear absurd.  Roman historians have 
long taken it for granted.” 23 
 In like manner Luke is commended by the 
classical historian, G. D. Williamson for showing 
“complete familiarity with the thought, expression, 
and habitual terminology of the speakers, and  . . . 
what memories the people of that time possessed!—
if not on written notes, which we have reason to 
believe were commonly made.” 24 
 It was largely due to the archaeological efforts 
of the late great Sir William Ramsay that the critical 
views of New Testament history have been 
overthrown and its historicity established.  Ramsay 
was himself converted from the critical view by his 
own research into the evidence.  He wrote:  

I began with a mind unfavorable to it [Acts], for 
the ingenuity and apparent completeness of the 
Tübingen theory had at one time quite convinced 
me.  It did not lie then in my line of life to 
investigate the subject minutely; but more 
recently I found myself often brought into 
contact with the book of Acts as an authority for 
the topography, antiquities, and society of Asia 
Minor.  It was gradually borne in upon me that 
in various details the narrative showed 
marvelous truth. 25 

The irony of the situation is that today the 
professional historians accept the historicity of the 
New Testament.  It is the critics who use pre-
archaeological and philosophical presuppositions 
that reject the historicity of the New Testament.  As 
the renowned archaeologist and paleographer, 
William F. Albright, notes, “All radical schools in 
New Testament criticism which have existed in the 

past or which exist today are pre-archaeological, and 
are therefore, since they were built in der Luft [in the 
air], quite antiquated today.” 26 
 

Summary and Conclusion 
 Both the authenticity and the historicity of the 
New Testament documents are firmly established 
today.  The authentic nature and vast amount of the 
manuscript evidence is overwhelming compared to 
the classical texts from antiquity.  Furthermore, 
many of the original manuscripts date from within 
twenty to thirty years of the events in Jesus’ life, that 
is, from contemporaries and eyewitnesses. 
 The historicity of these contemporary accounts 
of Christ’s life, teachings, death, and resurrection is 
also established on firm historical grounds.  The 
integrity of the new Testament writers is established 
by the character of the witnesses as well as by the 
quantity and independent nature of their witness.  As 
to the accuracy of their reports there is support in 
general from the secular history of the first century 
and in particular from numerous archaeological 
discoveries supporting specific details of the new 
Testament account. 
 The words of the great classical scholar Sir 
Fredric Kenyon serve well to summarize the 
question of reliability of the New Testament 
documents: 

The interval then between the dates of original 
composition and the earliest extant evidence 
becomes so small as to be in fact negligible, and 
the last foundation for any doubt that the 
Scriptures have come down to us substantially as 
they were written has now been removed.  Both 
the authenticity and the general integrity of the 
books of the New Testament may be regarded as 
finally established. 27 
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NOT A CHANCE! 
 
“For Me, the idea of creation is not conceivable 
without invoking the necessity of design.  One 
cannot be exposed to the law and order of the 
universe without concluding that there must be 
design and purpose behind it all.  In the world 
around us, we can behold the obvious manifestations 
of an ordered, structured plan or design.  We can see 
the will of the species to live and propagate.  And we 
are humbled by the powerful forces at work on a 
galactic scale.  And the purposeful orderliness of 
nature that endows a tiny and ungainly seed with the 
ability to develop into a beautiful flower.  The better 
we understand the intricacies of the universe and all 
it harbors, the more reason we have found to marvel 
at the inherent design upon which it is based. 
 While the admission of a design for the universe 
ultimately raises the question of a Designer (a 
subject outside of science), the scientific method 
does not allow us to exclude data which lead to the 
conclusion that the universe, life and man are based 
on design.  To be forced to believe only one 
conclusion – that everything in the universe 
happened by chance – would violate the very 
objectivity of science itself.  Certainly there are 
those who argue that the universe evolved out of a 
random process, but what random process could 
produce the brain of a  man or the system of the 
human eye? 
 Some people say that science has been unable to 
prove the existence of a Designer.  They admit that 
many of the miracles in the world around us are hard 
to understand, and they do not deny that the 
universe, as modern science sees it, is indeed a far 
more wondrous thing than the creation medieval 
man could perceive.  But they still maintain that 
since science has provided us with so many answers 
the day will soon arrive when we will be able to 
understand even the creation of the fundamental 
laws of nature without a Divine intent.  They 
challenge science to prove the existence of God.  But 
must we really light a candle to see the sun? 
 Many men who are intelligent and of good faith 
say they cannot visualize a Designer.  Well, can a 
physicist visualize an electron?  The electron is 
materially inconceivable and yet it is so perfectly 
known through its effects that we use it to illuminate 
our cities, guide our airlines through the night skies 
and take the most accurate measurements.  What 
strange rationale makes some physicists accept the 

inconceivable electrons as real while refusing to 
accept the reality of a Designer on the ground that 
they cannot conceive Him?  I am afraid that, 
although they really do not understand the electron 
either, they are ready to accept it because they 
managed to produce a rather clumsy mechanical 
model of it borrowed from rather limited experience 
in other fields, but they would not know how to 
begin building a model of God. 
 I have discussed the aspect of a Designer at 
some length because it might be that the primary 
resistance to acknowledging the “Case of Design” as 
a viable scientific alternative to the current “Case for 
Chance” lies in the inconceivability, in some 
scientists’ minds, of a Designer.  The 
inconceivability of some ultimate issue which will 
always lie outside scientific resolution should not be 
allowed to rule out any theory that explains the 
interrelationship of observed data and is useful for 
prediction. 
 We in NASA were often asked what the real 
reason was for the amazing string of successes we 
had with our Apollo flights to the moon.  I think the 
only honest answer we could give was that we tried 
to never overlook anything.  It is in that same sense 
of scientific honesty that I endorse the presentation 
of alternative theories for the origin of the universe, 
life and man in the science classroom.  It would be 
an error to overlook the possibility that the universe 
was planned rather than happened by chance.” 
 
Dr. Wernher von Braun. 1972 
 
 
“Long before the reader has arrived at this part of 
my work, a crowd of difficulties will have occurred 
to him.  Some of them are so serious that to this day 
I can hardly reflect on them without being in some 
degree staggered; but, to the best of my judgment, 
the greater number are only apparent, and those that 
are real are not, I think fatal to the theory.” 
 Toward the end of his life, Darwin openly 
admitted: “Not one change of species into another is 
on record. . . . We cannot prove that a single species 
has changed into another.”  (from My Life and 
Letters, by Charles Darwin Vol. 1,  page 210 
 

In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.   Genesis 1:1 
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