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Paul in Athens 
The Acts of the Apostles.  Chapter 17, Verses 22-28 (KJV) 

 

Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars’ hill, and 
said, “Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all 
things ye are too superstitious.  For as I passed 
by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar 
with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN 
GOD.  Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, 
him declare I unto you.  God that made the 
world and all things therein, seeing that he is 
Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in 
temples made with hands; neither is worshipped 
with men’s hands, as though he needed any 

thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, 
and all things; and hath made of one blood all 
nations of men for to dwell on all the face of 
the earth, and hath determined the times before 
appointed, and the bounds of their habitation; 
that they should seek the Lord, if haply they 
might feel after him and find him, though he be 
not far from everyone of us:  for in him we live, 
and move, and have our being; as certain also 
of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also 
his offspring’.” 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 
We Believe: 
In the Triune God: the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit.  Jesus Christ is True God and True Man.  The 
Holy Spirit is a Divine Person.  The Old and New 
Testaments are God's Divinely Inspired words.  All have 
sinned and come short of the Glory of God and are in 
need of salvation.  Salvation has been provided through 
Jesus Christ for all men.  It is the will of God that every 
believer be filled with the Holy Spirit.  Healing is 
provided through the redemptive work of Christ and is 
available to every believer.  The Church consists of all 
those who have received Jesus Christ as their personal 
Lord and Saviour.  There shall be a bodily resurrection 
of the just and the unjust.  In the personal, visible, 
imminent return of Jesus Christ.  In water baptism, and 
observance of the Lord's Supper. 
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The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and 
instruction.   Proverbs 1:7   (NKJV) 
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 Places where we have sent free Christian literature for the last 35 years: 
 

U.S.A.- every state 
American Samoa 
Argentina, S. America  
Australia 
Belgian Congo, Africa 
Belgium 
Belize, C. America 
Benin W. Africa  
Botswana, Africa  
Brazil, S.  America 
Bulgaria 
Burma 
Cameroon, W. Africa  
Canada 
Chad, Africa  
China    
Colombia.  S.  America 
Cuba 
Denmark 
Ecuador, S. America 
Egypt 
England 
Ethiopia, E. Africa 

 

France 
Finland 
Germany 
Ghana, W. Africa 
Greece 
Greenland 
Guam 
Guinea, Africa 
Guyana, S. America 
Haiti 
Hong Kong, China 
Hungary 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Ivory Coast, W. Africa 
Jamaica, W. Indies 
Japan 
Kenya, E. Africa 
Kuwait 

 

Liberia, W. Africa 
Madagascar  
Malawi, Africa 
Malaysia  
Mexico 
Micronesia  
Mozambique, Africa 
Myanmar  
Namibia, S. Africa 
Nepal 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Niger, Central Africa 
Nigeria, W. Africa 
Norway 
Pakistan  
Panama  
Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal  
Puerto Rico 
Republic of Congo, Africa 
Republic of S. Africa 

 
 
 
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), S. 
Africa 
Romania 
Russia 
Scotland 
Sierra Leone, W. Africa 
Singapore 
South Korea 
Spain 
Sri-Lanka 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Taiwan 
Tanzania, E. Africa 
Thailand 
Tibet 
Togo, W.  Africa 
Trinidad, W. Indies 
Uganda, Africa 
Ukraine 
Zambia, Africa 

Free literature goes out constantly  



Sometimes A Great Book! 
 

What has mankind believed and what have been the consequences? 
 

The following article is copyrighted and printed here with permission from the author.  It is hard to get all this 
information in one book but John Blanchard has done an excellent job.  It is the history from the most ancient times 
up to the 21st century of every philosophical, scientific and religious argument against the God of the Bible – and the 
refutation or results of all these atheistic beliefs.  How many stories have we heard of Christian kids who go off to 
school and lose their faith?  How many promises of a utopian world have politicians failed to deliver?  How many 
corrupt religions have destroyed lives? 
 In this present American “dumbed down” society this book is an excellent resource to read and give to others you 
may be concerned about. 
 It was the historian Will Durant who said “No civilization has ever been destroyed from without until it first has 
been destroyed from within.”  America should really heed his advice.   

The book Does God Believe in Atheists?  by John Blanchard, from which the following article is taken is easy to 
understand if you read the book from the beginning.  I pulled this small section out of the middle of the book to state 
my belief that atheism is a road to misery –both for individuals and nations..   

 
This hardcover, 665 page book is available from us for a $32.95 donation (the normal price), and we will pay 

shipping.  Or you may order it directly from the publisher at sales@evangelicalpress.org.  America is at a crossroads 
and needs this information for “such a time as this.”  Ignorance is fertile soil for both secular and religious deception.  
The very fact that millions of Americans are reading the book The Secret and the very same lie of “The Law of 
Attraction” is being taught by “Christian” false prophets (word-faith, health & wealth preachers) with millions of 
followers only proves this fact.  Does God Believe in Atheists? will teach you how to think!  

 Tom Adcock, Jesus People Editor 
 

 

Conflict and confusion 
 

The Enlightenment, which ended almost exactly 
as the nineteenth century began, was dominated by 
three related ideas: the assertion that reason and 
logic were the only keys to unlock the truth about 
the universe and everything in it, a belief in human 
autonomy, and the conviction that individuals and 
society at large could be brought to perfection as a 
result.  Voltaire, who was a typical Enlightenment 
thinker, spoke enthusiastically about ‘the limitless 
perfectibility of the human species’.1  As 
enlightenment man paraded his optimistic views, 
the idea of a transcendent, personal, loving God 
who interacted with mankind was gradually 
sidelined, replaced at best by the Deists’ 
impersonal clockmaker who had turned his back 
on the closed system he had brought into being.  
Yet toward the end of the eighteenth century, 
some of the most widely held beliefs began to run 
out of steam, and were eventually replaced by a 
variety of alternatives which, subtly or stridently, 
carried on the battle against traditional ideas of 
God.  In this chapter we will link some of these to 
five major players.  As it happens, all five were 
born in Germany. 

 

From facts to feelings 
 

The most dramatic change came during what 
historians now call the Romantic period, when 
people abandoned the ordered package proposed 
by rationalism and, in searching for the basis for  
truth, concentrated on their own emotions and 
experiences.  Romanticism affected every part of 
European culture and was the driving force behind 
the music of composers such as Beethoven and 
Mendelssohn and the poetry of Wordsworth, 
Keats, Shelley and others.  As far as religion was 
concerned, the leading representative of 
Romanticism was the German liberal theologian 
Friedrich Schleiermacher (1768-1834) who has 
been called ‘the first great theological thinker after 
Kant’2 and ‘the first great theologian of the 
modern world’.3  One of the intellectual avant-
garde of his day, Schleiermacher was an 
astounding member of a Berlin-based group of 
Romantic writers and poets who turned against the 
rationalism of the Enlightenment and concentrated 
on the importance of mystery, imagination and 
feeling. 
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 Although he reacted against a firmly pietistic 
upbringing, Schleiermacher tried to unite 
romanticism and theism.  In one of his earlier 
works, On Religion: Speeches to its Cultured 
Despisers, first published in 1799, he began with 
an indictment of unbelief that has a strikingly 
relevant ring to it 200 years later: ‘The life of the 
cultivated person is removed from everything that 
would in the least way resemble religion … in 
your tasteful dwellings there are no other 
household gods than the maxims of the sages and 
songs of the poets, and humanity and fatherland, 
art and science have taken possession of your 
minds so completely that no room is left over for 
the eternal and holy being that for you lies beyond 
the world.’4

 Schleiermacher tried to show that, whatever 
man’s apparent distaste for formal religion, he had 
an innate ‘sense and taste for the Infinite’.5  In a 
later work he developed his big idea, that of 
dependence.  Just as man always finds himself 
relatively dependent on the world, so he has ‘the 
consciousness of being absolutely dependent, or, 
which is the same thing, of being in relation with 
God’.6  Those who look favourably on 
Schleiermacher’s work argue that in making this 
statement he was ‘unambiguously positing the 
existence of the objective God’7 and ‘pointing out 
that our experience fits with the reality that God is 
there’.8  Be that as it may, a very different picture 
emerges when we read his view of the nature of 
God:  ‘All attributes which we ascribed to God are 
to be taken as denoting not something special in 
God, but only something in the manner in which 
the feeling of absolute dependence is to be related 
to him.’9  This fits in perfectly with the 
Romantics’ fundamental principle that placed man 
at the center of all reality. 
 Following from this is the notion that all 
religions are ‘good’ and ‘true’ in an infinite 
variety of forms.10  This at least sounds charitable 
and slots comfortably into today’s multi-faith 
climate but, as we shall see in chapter 11, the 
theory leaks like a sieve.  What is more, 
Schleiermacher’s related idea that, as each 
individual human being is a compendium of 
humanity he can love himself as one in whom he 
has discovered the Infinite, seems only a whisker 
away from pantheism.11

 Schleiermacher’s teaching was to have loud 

repercussions in the twentieth century, especially 
through the work of the German theologians 
Albrecht Ritschl and Adolf von Harnack.  The 
German theologian and philosopher Paul Tillich 
was another influential scholar in whose work one 
can see shades of Schleiermacher.  Tillich saw 
God not as a person but as the ‘infinite and 
inexhaustible depth and ground of all being’.  
Elsewhere he wrote, ‘The God who is a being is 
transcended by the God who is Being itself, the 
ground and abyss of every being…  God does not 
exist.  He is being-itself beyond essence and 
existence.  Therefore, to argue that God exists is to 
deny him.’12  The Jesuit priest and palaeontologist 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin fine-tuned this idea and 
maintained that the universe and mankind are in 
constant evolution towards a perfect state, 
describing his position as ‘a superior form of 
pantheism’. 
 The twentieth-century German theologian 
Rudolph Otto said that Schleiermacher’s intention 
was ‘to lead an age weary with and alien to 
religion back to its very mainsprings’,13 but by 
relying so heavily on religious experience he was 
bound to fall short of this.  Nor is it difficult to see 
that Schleiermacher’s theory was thoroughly man-
centered, with proof of God’s existence totally 
dependent on human experience.  As has often 
been pointed out, Schleiermacher turned theology 
(the study of God) into anthropology (the study of 
man) and an understanding of God was reduced to 
an understanding of human nature.  Later in this 
chapter we will notice how one heavy-weight 
philosopher adopted this idea and used it to mount 
a withering attack on the whole idea of God’s 
existence. 
 

On to Utopia?  
 

Our second key nineteenth-century thinker is 
Georg W. F. Hegel (1770-1831) whose career 
climaxed in his holding the chair of philosophy at 
the University of Berlin.  Hegel is difficult to 
grasp and virtually impossible to summarize, 
largely because of the tortured way in which he 
tried to pull together a great raft of past ideas, 
particularly those formulated during the Romantic 
period.  Years later, one of Britain’s best-known 
thinkers was to say of him, ‘Never has a 
philosopher written less clearly.’14

 Hegel has been called ‘one of the great 
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philosophical system-builders’.15  His particular 
system was built around the belief that, rather than 
being isolated from each other, successive 
philosophies over the centuries were part of an 
ongoing, dynamic process.  This process is usually 
called a dialectic; when a thesis is found to be 
wanting it generates an antithesis; the interaction 
between the two produces a synthesis; and this in 
turn constitutes a new thesis.  Hegel used the 
words ‘Being’, ‘Not-Being’ and ‘Becoming’ to 
describe what he called this ‘basic triad’ which he 
believed governed all existence.  He taught that 
this constant flow (traces here of what Heraclitus 
said some 2,400 years earlier) was a development 
of the absolute, which he called ‘spirit’ or ‘mind’, 
leading to the ultimate existence of fully self-
conscious thought. 
 While holding that the material was secondary 
to the spiritual and that ‘Spirit alone is reality,’16 
he insisted that traditional theism had had its day 
and must give way to Absolute Idealism (the name 
usually given to Hegel’s model).  In this system, 
religion is nothing more than ‘an imaginative, 
pictorial way of representing philosophical 
truth’,17 what he calls elsewhere ‘the self-
consciousness of God’.18  Although it is extremely 
difficult to get a clear picture of who or what 
Hegel’s ‘God’ might be, he taught that God was 
‘no longer a Being above and beyond this world’, 
but that he had revealed himself as a ‘world spirit’, 
the inner being of nature and consciousness.  This 
is clearly panentheism, which says that God is in 
the world, unlike pantheism, which says that God 
is the world (although in some sense pantheism’s 
advocates still regard the universe as part of the 
reality of God).  As far as religion was concerned, 
Hegel’s idea was not entirely new.  The ancient 
Greek philosopher Diogenes (412-322 B.C.) 
taught that God is in the world in the way the soul 
or mind is in the body, while both Plato’s 
Demiurge and Aristotle’s Unmoved Mover give 
the same kind of picture. 
 In developing his system, Hegel played down 
the importance of the individual and insisted on 
the supremacy of the state.  In one of his most 
radical statements he claimed, ‘The Universal 
[absolute] is to be found in the State … the State is 
the Divine Idea as it exists on earth.  We must 
therefore worship the State as the manifestation of 
the Divine on earth … the State is the march of 

God through the world.’19  It is not difficult to see 
how this became meat and drink to various 
dictators in later years, but one of Hegel’s most 
acute critics came to a very different conclusion:  
‘Hegel makes men into heathens, into a race of 
animals gifted with reason.  For in the animal 
world “the individual” is always less important 
than the race.’20

 Hegel’s central thesis gripped great swathes of 
Western intellectualism – Paul Johnson claims that 
‘Every rational thinker in the nineteenth century 
was a Hegelian of sorts’21 .— but he failed to 
establish the idea that human history is a steady 
progression from lower to higher forms and, as we 
shall see later, a worldwide system based on 
Hegel’s idea brought untold misery to millions 
before its sensational collapse. 
 How can we say with Hegel that there is no 
‘eternal truth’ and timeless reason without making 
an assumption that contradicts what we are 
saying?  Peter Kreeft and Ronald Tacelli expose 
the problem:  ‘First, you have to assume the 
standpoint of timeless truth in order to say that 
truth is determined by time at all times, not just at 
this one time.  Second, you have also to say that 
the old theory — that truth is timeless — is 
timelessly false, not that it was once true and then 
became false.  For if it was ever true that truth is 
timeless, then truth could never become time-
bound and changing, for the timeless is by 
definition unchangeable.  But if you say that the 
old “timeless truth” theory was timelessly false, 
you are admitting a timeless falsity, and thus also 
a timeless truth.’22

 In his day, Hegel was idolized, but many have 
long since concluded that he had feet of clay. 
 

Wishful thinking? 
 

While Ludwig Feuerbach (1804-1872) was a 
theological student at Germany’s Heidelberg 
University, his two brothers led a revolt against the 
university’s religious teachers.  When they were 
severely punished for their actions, Feuerbach 
renounced his faith and decided to mount a 
sustained attack on theism.  In 1824, he moved to 
the University of Berlin, where Hegel encouraged 
him to study philosophy, and he soon became one 
of his most outstanding students and eventually 
one of Europe’s most influential thinkers. 
 Feuerbach embraced the now discredited 
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notion that religion had evolved over the centuries, 
arising out of man’s need to find an explanation 
for his own existence and for the events taking 
place in the material world around him.  As we 
saw in chapter 1, many people have believed that 
from crude beginnings, then moving on through 
polytheism and other developments, man had 
gradually came up with the idea of the single, 
transcendent divine Being who had become the 
object of traditional theism.  Feuerbach stopped 
short of buying the entire package by rejecting the 
whole idea of such a Being.  In the preface to the 
first volume of his collected works, published in 
1846, he wrote, ‘The question as to existence or 
non-existence of God, the opposition between 
theism and atheism belongs to the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, not to the nineteenth.  I 
deny God.’ 
 Yet he did not reject religion and agreed with 
Schleiermacher that at the heart of all religion was 
a sense of dependence, but he went further and 
said that ‘That on which man depends and feels 
himself dependent is none other than nature.’23  In 
doing so, he radically rewrote Hegel’s script and 
said that nature, not ‘mind’ or ‘absolute’ spirit, 
was true reality.  For Feuerbach, nature was totally 
and exclusively physical; the supernatural and 
spiritual did not exist.  He was a full-blown 
materialist; in his own words, ‘There is nothing 
beyond nature and man … any solution that seeks 
to go beyond the boundaries of nature and man is 
worthless.’24

 The oneness of man and nature was central to 
Feuerbach’s thinking, leading him to make his 
famous statement: ‘Der Mensch ist was er isst’ 
(‘Man is what he eats’).  In his view, human 
beings, like rivers, rocks, or trees, exist solely as 
the result of material processes, and in that sense 
are no different from any other object in the 
natural world.  The whole of his philosophy was 
based on man.  He would have enthusiastically 
endorsed Protagoras’ famous maxim, ‘Man, the 
measure’. 
 Then what did Feuerbach see as the nature and 
value of religion?  Accepting that, in contrast to 
animals, man is self-conscious, he claimed that 
religion was merely ‘the dream of the human 
mind.’ Drawing on his past experiences and future 
hopes, man builds up the picture of a deity who 
possesses to perfection all the virtues and powers 

which he himself lacks and which could comfort, 
protect and sustain him in an alien world.  What 
man views as ‘God’ is nothing more than a 
projection of his own nature.  To put it another 
way, religion is nothing more than man’s 
consciousness of himself, to which he gives the 
name ‘God’.  This idea eventually led to 
Feuerbach’s well-known statement:  ‘Theology is 
nothing else than anthropology — the knowledge 
of God nothing else than a knowledge of man!’  In 
effect, God does not create man, but man creates 
God; in Feuerbach’s own words, ‘Man is the 
beginning, the center and the end of religion.’25

 At the height of his career, Feuerbach was one 
of the most celebrated philosophers in Europe, and 
20,000 people attended his funeral.  Since his 
death, millions have taken on board the ideas he 
put forward, yet although much of what he wrote 
showed unusual and helpful insight into the nature 
of religion, the basic structure he built wobbles 
when even the slightest pressure is applied.  
Firstly, it is logically invalid to say that an object 
of human wishes or desires has no real, objective 
existence beyond the mind of the person who 
wishes or desires it.  We may at times long for 
things that do not exist, but to say that nothing we 
long for exists outside of our longing for it is 
absurd.  As the nineteenth-century scholar Eduard 
von Hartmann pointed out, ‘It is perfectly true that 
nothing exists merely because we wish it, but it is 
not true that something cannot exist if we wish it.  
Feuerbach’s entire critique of religion and the 
proof of his atheism, however, rest upon this 
single argument — a logical fallacy.’26

 Secondly, how can the argument that theists 
invent God’s existence to support their wishes 
provide evidence that he does not exist?  In fact 
(as we will discuss in a later chapter) how can 
anything disprove the existence of God? 
 Thirdly, the argument that the existence of 
God is nothing more than wish-fulfilment on the 
part of the theist can boomerang.  Might it not be 
more to the point to suggest that the non-existence 
of God (certainly of a sovereign, holy God to 
whom mankind is answerable) could be wish-
fulfilment on the part of the atheist?  Surely there 
is more than a grain of truth in the saying that the 
atheist cannot find God for the same reason the 
thief cannot find a policeman? 
 Fourthly, it is important to remember that 
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Feuerbach launched his attack on theism for 
personal reasons, not because he had any 
philosophical, theological or rational evidence that 
God did not exist. 
 Fifthly, by lumping all religions together 
Feuerbach overlooked the fact that there are some 
— Buddhism for example — which deny the 
existence of a personal God. 
 Sixthly, if man is wrapped into valueless 
nature, what is his basis for distinguishing 
between right and wrong?  Feuerbach’s reply was 
to say, ‘Man is a god to man.’  This may sound 
elevating and liberating, but at a personal level it 
amounts to nothing more than ‘every man for 
himself’ and is a recipe for social, moral and 
ethical chaos.  Feuerbach reached for 
philosophical gold, but left us with a handful of 
dross. 
 

Hammer and sickle 
 

Hegel and Feuerbach had a powerful influence on 
many of their contemporary thinkers and on those 
who immediately followed them.  One young 
German student who adopted their ideas might 
have seemed an unlikely candidate for inclusion 
with them in a survey of nineteenth-century 
atheistic Western philosophy, especially if it had 
been known that he would spend most of his life 
in poor health, psychological insecurity (he had a 
nervous breakdown while still a teenager) and 
financial difficulty.  Yet he was to leave his mark 
on the lives of more millions of people than either 
of them, and his impact was such that we must 
give him additional space.  His name was Karl 
Marx (1818-1883). 
 Marx came from a Jewish family and was born 
in the ancient Rhineland city of Trier.  He was 
sent to a church school, but there was little or no 
pressure on him to commit himself to any 
religious cause, and eventually he declared 
himself an atheist.  In his early twenties, he 
became the editor of a radical newspaper, a post 
which enabled him to spread his ideas widely until 
the paper was shut down by the authorities.  In 
1844, he met the political theorist and socialist 
revolutionary Friedrich Engels in Paris.  Not only 
did they become lifelong friends, but Engels, a 
successful businessman, proved a vital source of 
funds for Marx, who was rarely in regular 
employment.  Caught up in the revolutionary 

activity of the times, Marx was expelled from 
Paris and spent five years in Brussels.  In 1848, he 
and Engels published The Communist Manifesto, a 
statement of principles urging workers to 
overthrow the ruling classes.  One clause in the 
manifesto clearly reflected its author’s atheism:  
‘Communism abolishes all religion and all 
morality.’  Although acquitted on a charge of 
sedition, Marx was expelled from Germany and in 
1849, when thirty-one years of age, he moved to 
London, where he was to spend the rest of his life.  
For most of this time he lived in abject poverty.  
When one of their children died his wife had to 
beg money from a neighbour to buy a coffin, and 
in later years he was to write, ‘I have sacrificed 
my whole fortune to the revolutionary struggle.’27

 For many years, he spent up to nine hours a 
day studying and writing in the British Museum.  
In 1861 be began to concentrate on Das Kapital, 
which he considered his major work and which 
was published in 1867.  Ironically, income from 
his writing eventually put him into the very 
economic bracket which Das Kapital condemned, 
but his final days were desperately unhappy, and 
he sank into deep depression before his death in 
1883. 
 Marx was not a philosopher.  He once said, 
‘Philosophers have always interpreted the world in 
various ways; the point, however, is to change 
it,’28 yet he drew on many thinkers in the distant 
and immediate past in formulating his 
communistic system of society.  His doctoral 
thesis examined the ideas of Democritus and 
Epicurus, two of the ancient Greek atomists we 
noted in chapter 1, and, like them, he believed our 
universe to be a closed system in which everything 
has a ‘natural’ explanation.  From the generation 
immediately preceding his own he adopted 
Hegel’s idea of history as a dialectical process, 
with thesis, antithesis and synthesis continuing to 
bring about higher states of existence.  However, 
Marx’s basic world-view would not allow him to 
swallow Hegel whole, and in place of dialectical 
idealism he put dialectical materialism, in which 
he saw society’s economic forces as the motor 
driving history on to the ideal.  Marx reduced all 
of history to five stages:  the primitive, communal 
stage, when people owned everything in common; 
the slave stage; the feudal society; the bourgeois 
or capitalist society (dominant in his day) and the 
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socialist or communist stage, the goal for which he 
aimed.  Within this framework, he saw the class 
struggle in which he immersed himself as a titanic 
effort to get from the fourth stage to the classless 
society of the fifth. 
 In its early development, Marxism owed a 
great deal to Feuerbach; at one point Engels said, 
‘We were all enchanted by him and for a time 
became Feuerbachians.’ 29  Marx was particularly 
attracted to Feuerbach’s emphasis on man, rather 
than on the supernatural and transcendent, and on 
the fact that he made ‘the social relationship of 
“man to man” the basic principle of his theory’.30  
Yet he thought that Feuerbach was too abstract 
and that in wanting to get rid of theology but keep 
religion (even as nothing more than self-
projection) he did not go far enough.  Marx 
wanted to get rid of both, and made no bones 
about his position:  ‘Religion is the sigh of the 
oppressed creature, the sentiment of a heartless 
world, and the soul of soulless conditions.  It is the 
opium of the people.  The abolition of religion, as 
the illusory happiness of men, is a demand for 
their real happiness.’31  Elsewhere he wrote, 
‘Religion is just the imaginary sun which seems to 
man to revolve around him, until he realizes that 
he himself is the center of his own revolution.’32

 As Marx saw it, religion caused people to 
think in terms of an afterlife in another world, 
when they should be working to change the one in 
which they now lived.  They were driven to this, 
not by any inherent spiritual dimension, but by 
social injustice and the inhumane use of material 
power.  What the masses failed to see was that the 
ruling classes were drip-feeding them with ‘pie-in-
the-sky’ religion as some kind of consolation in 
their downtrodden condition.  When social and 
economic oppression had been removed by 
communism, religion — which he once called 
‘flowers on the chains of our oppression’ — 
would disappear and man would live contentedly 
in a classless society in which the supernatural 
would play no part in his thinking.  Needless to 
say, Marx rejected all forms of theism out of hand.  
In the foreword to his doctoral thesis he openly 
declared, ‘I harbour hate against all the gods.’  
What is more, he was sure that he was on the right 
track and would eventually lead humanity out of 
its religious ignorance and superstition:  ‘I will 
wander godlike and victorious through the ruins of 

the world.  And giving my words an active force, I 
will feel equal to the creator.’33

 In the early part of the twentieth century, 
massive strides were taken to put Marx’s theories 
into practice.  Leading this determined drive was 
the Russian leader Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov (1870-
1924), also known as Vladimir Ilyich, but best 
known as Lenin, a single-minded radical who 
became the century’s most successful 
revolutionary.  Hardened by working underground 
for over twenty years in Russia and elsewhere, 
Lenin and his Bolsheviks (roughly meaning ‘those 
in the majority’) seized control of the country soon 
after the Russian czar was deposed in 1917.  In the 
seven years that remained before his death he 
ruthlessly set about applying Marx’s theories. 
 Although he reshaped some aspects of 
Marxism to meet his goals, Lenin retained its 
essential principles, including its dogmatic 
atheism.  On religion in general, he echoed Marx’s 
own words:  ‘Religion is opium for the people.  
Religion is a kind of spiritual intoxicant in which 
the slaves of capitalism drown their humanity and 
blunt their desire for a decent human existence.’34  
In a letter to Maxim Gorky, sometimes known as 
the father of Soviet literature, he wrote, ‘There can 
be nothing more abominable than religion.’35  In 
Lenin’s view, this dogma needed to be firmly 
applied at a personal level:  ‘Every religious idea, 
every idea of god, every flirtation with the idea of 
God is unutterable vileness…  Any person who 
engages in building a god, or who even tolerates 
the idea of god-building, disparages himself in the 
worst possible fashion.’36

 Early in the revolution, religion was seen as 
the major threat and steps were therefore taken to 
neutralize it.  An avalanche of laws, increasingly 
oppressive, began to restrict religious activity.  In 
1918, priests and bishops were robbed of certain 
important rights, and were classed with idiots as 
being unproductive in the cause of Communism.  
The religious instruction of children and young 
people were slowly stifled and believers were 
forbidden to teach in schools and universities.  
Heavy financial burdens were imposed on 
churches, forcing thousands to close, and 
cathedrals in Kazan and Leningrad were turned 
into anti-religious museums.  The Union of 
Militant Atheists, founded with the motto ‘The 
fight against religion is the fight for socialism’, 
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produced a stream of films, plays, lectures and 
radio broadcasts.  Many of those who refused to 
abandon their belief in God were sent to mental 
institutions, prisons, concentration camps or the 
grave. 
 After Lenin’s death in 1924, his place was 
taken by Josef Stalin (1879-1953).  A one-time 
seminary student studying to be a minister of 
religion, Stalin turned his back on God, became 
one of the main architects of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics (USSR), and remorselessly 
continued to impose his interpretation of Marxist-
Leninist ideas on the vast numbers of people under 
his control.  The Godless Union was founded, and 
by 1932 had seven million members organized 
into 80,000 cells.  A League of Militant Godless 
encouraged young people to oppose religion of 
every kind, and in one year alone published some 
fourteen million pieces of atheistic literature. 
 On a wider front, upwards of twenty million 
people were herded into slave-labour battalions to 
help in developing a socialist state.  Some fourteen 
million were imprisoned, often in vile conditions.  
Stalin was ‘but old Lenin writ large’37 and his 
contempt for God was especially demonstrated in 
his vicious persecution of believers, many of 
whom died for their faith in the course of a vicious 
purge which, in one authority’s estimate, led to the 
systematic slaughter of some ten million people.38

 Stalin was followed by a succession of leaders 
who presided over what was soon to become a 
spiraling decline in the great Marxist enterprise 
but, although they made token concessions under 
pressure from the international community, none 
of them renounced atheism.  One year after his 
appointment as General Secretary of the USSR in 
1985, Mikhail Gorbachev was calling for more 
aggressive atheistic education and describing the 
struggle with traditional religion as ‘decisive and 
uncompromising’, but other forces were at work 
and three years later the USSR collapsed. 
 In 1983, the dissident Soviet author Alexander 
Solzhenitsyn was presented with the prestigious 
Templeton Prize for progress in religion.  In 
accepting the award, he gave this clear assessment 
of what lay behind the tragedy that had wrecked 
his country:  ‘I have spent well-nigh fifty years 
working on the history of our Revolution.  In the 
process, I have read hundreds of books, collected 
hundreds of personal testimonies, and have 

already contributed eight volumes of my own 
towards the effort of clearing away the rubble left 
by the upheaval.  But if I were asked today the 
main cause of the ruinous Revolution that has 
swallowed up some sixty million of our people, I 
could not put it more accurately that to repeat:  
“Men have forgotten God; that’s why all this has 
happened.” ’ 
 Although only eleven people attended Marx’s 
graveside funeral in London’s Highgate Cemetery 
in 1883, Engels said in his eulogy, ‘His name will 
endure though the years, and so also will his 
work.’  In one sense this has proved to be the case, 
because by 1980 some twenty-eight nations, 
representing 1.5 billion people (more than one-
third the world’s population) were governed by 
Marxist regimes.  More importantly from our 
present perspective, these regimes were all 
committed to an atheistic agenda and engaged to a 
greater or lesser extent in the repression and 
persecution of those who believed in God.  Two 
countries in particular provide horrific evidence of 
what happened as a result. 
 In 1949 the Communist revolutionary Mao 
Tse-tung established the People’s Republic of 
China and, in the course of imposing his regime, 
expelled all foreign missionaries, liquidated 
religious organizations and subjected believers to 
cruel and relentless persecution.  Many thousands 
of them were put to death as Mao sought to 
accelerate the Marxist revolution in a gigantic 
piece of social engineering that was eventually to 
cost the lives of millions; at one stage, opponents 
of his plans were being executed at the rate of over 
22,000 a month.39  Towards the end of his life, as 
his diseased mind oscillated between religion and 
secular belief, Mao is reported to have said, ‘My 
body is riddled with diseases.  I have an 
appointment with God.’40  Mao kept that 
appointment on 9 September 1976. 
 The Cambodian Marxist Pol Pot was another 
who tried to create instant atheistic Communism 
in his country.  With his Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
as an instrument, Pol Pot set his sights on 
‘stripping away, through terror and other means, 
the traditional bases, structures and forces which 
have shaped and guided an individual’s life’ and 
then ‘rebuilding him according to party doctrines 
by substituting a series of new values’.41  The 
blood-letting in the ‘killing fields’ of Cambodia 
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was terrible.  Between April 1975 and January 
1977, over 1,500,000 people, one-fifth of the 
country’s population, were slaughtered.42  As with 
his Marxist-Leninist heroes in the USSR, Pol Pot’s 
atheism was one of the forces which drove his 
agenda.  As part of his revenge on religion (he had 
been educated in a monastery) Cambodia’s 
religious leaders were prime targets in his 
programme of systematic slaughter and of the 
country’s 60,000 monks only a few hundred 
survived.  Ironically, Pol Pot died peacefully in his 
sleep in April 1998. 
 In giving these details I am not suggesting that 
atheism automatically leads to barbarity, nor am I 
claiming that all atheists would endorse this kind 
of cruelty.  Nevertheless, atheists must face this 
question: in the absence of any moral law 
grounded in God, on what basis can we deny any 
the right to frame their own sets of values and seek 
to impose them on others?  Pol Pot, for example, 
was not only a crude Marxist but a passionate 
nationalist.  He believed that the way to 
Cambodian prosperity was to wipe out the urban 
elite — ‘To spare you is no profit; to destroy you 
is no loss,’ was one of his favourite slogans — and 
to give power to the peasantry.  On what grounds 
can an atheist question what he did? 
 

Marxism under the Microscope 
 

Mounting a critique of Marxist-Leninism is not 
difficult, though there are areas in which Marx 
pointed out features in society which needed to be 
addressed and corrected.  He was undoubtedly 
right in much of what he said about economics, 
labour and the exploitation of the poor.  Again, 
religion has sometimes been misused for social, 
economic and political oppression, though this is a 
long way from proving that every religion has 
done so.  There are those who have used religion 
as a crutch, but this hardly warrants tarring 
everyone with the same brush, and Marx makes no 
contribution to the fundamental debate on the 
existence of God.  In turning from this truly 
remarkable man, here are some of the key 
questions that need to be asked: 

• If the state is self-sufficient, self-justifying 
and a law unto itself, where does this leave 
individual freedom of thought and 
direction? 

• If there is no God, and no other absolute 

beyond the existence of matter, how can 
there be any ultimate source of truth as a 
reference-point by which an objective 
system of law and order can be assessed? 

• If man has no soul, and all ‘goodness’ and 
‘truth’ are relative to time and space, how 
can any abiding value be attributed to man 
as an individual? 

 

 As Charles MacKenzie asks, ‘How can man 
experience, use and organize nature while being 
nothing more than a part of nature?  Does not his 
capability to subdue and direct nature imply that 
man is above nature?’43

 Marxism claims that human beings are 
completely material, biological entities, and are in 
that sense on the same level as animals, but what 
explanation does it offer for their spiritual self-
awareness, or for their longing for the 
transcendent?  If man is really nothing more than 
matter, where does he get his conscience, 
willpower, creative impulses, aspirations, 
creativity, hope and imagination, or concepts such 
as love and beauty? 
 A major plank in Marx’s philosophy (lifted 
from Hegel) is the notion that mankind is 
inherently good and merely needs efficient 
leadership to bring it to perfection.  Paul Johnson 
easily knocks this idea on the head: ‘We can see 
… that Hegel was wrong because we have had 
demonstrated, before our eyes, the catastrophic 
failure of the system based on the ideas of his 
most influential follower, Karl Marx.  The 
collapse of the Communist empire, or realized 
Marxism, in total and unqualified ruin, has been a 
vivid and costly and utterly persuasive 
demonstration that Hegel’s central proposition, 
translated by Marx into political and economic 
forms, is false.  Humankind may improve and 
learn to behave better, at any rate up to a point, but 
it does not change in fundamentals, and “Utopian 
visions are dangerous fallacies”.’44  Nobody could 
show that Western capitalism has all the answers, 
but how does one square the socialist claim of 
leading the state’s citizens to perfection with the 
pride, greed and ruthless cruelty of the leaders 
concerned?  Why did a system based on reason 
and idealism spawn what Johnson calls ‘every 
form of corruption known to man’?45  Charles 
MacKenzie focuses on one specific failure:  ‘One 
hundred years after Marx’s death no society has 
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yet achieved pure Communism.  Socialist 
countries have simply exchanged ownership of 
capitalists for that of party leaders who live as 
luxuriously and rule more absolutely than any 
capitalist ever did.’46

 Where is the proof for Marx’s fundamental 
assertion that religion is imaginary, nothing more 
than a projected longing, an idea which is 
absolutely basic to his communistic model? 
 If changing the system would cause the notion 
of religion to fade from people’s minds as a matter 
of course, why did Communist dictators in the 
USSR and elsewhere find it necessary to close 
down countless thousands of churches and other 
places of worship, brutalize religious leaders, 
force atheism on to the education curriculum and 
slaughter millions of believers? 
 What explanation can Marxism give for the 
fact that, in spite of massive and systematic 
attempts by one Communist government after 
another to eliminate religion, it has not only 
survived but emerged from persecution stronger 
than ever?  Conceding (as some Marxists do) that 
religion will always have some kind of secondary 
role until a truly classless society is achieved is 
clearly special pleading. 
 The Marxist revolution and the subsequent 
government of China, Russia, and Eastern Europe 
for most of the twentieth century has been called 
the greatest experiment in consistent atheism that 
the world has so far seen, yet it has proved a 
catastrophic failure.  An East European once made 
the shrewd comment that the only difference 
between capitalism and Communism is that with 
capitalism man exploits man and with 
Communism the reverse is the case!  It is said that 
an old woman once asked Mikhail Gorbachev 
whether Communism had been invented by a 
politician or a scientist.  Gorbachev replied that he 
was not sure, but thought it was a politician.  ‘That 
explains it,’ said the woman.  ‘If it had been a 
scientist he would have tried it on mice first.’47

 There was a time when Marxism seemed to be 
establishing itself as a creditable alternative to 
theism, and many believed that it had God on the 
run.  Now, at the beginning of the twenty-first 
century, it lies in a discredited and shameful heap 
on the graves of those massacred in pursuit of its 
godless ideas.  The Black Book of Communism, 
written by a group of left-wing historians and 

published in 1997, puts the number of victims 
since the Russian Revolution eighty years earlier 
at between eighty-five million and 100 million.48  
Paul Johnson went even further and wrote that in 
the twentieth century alone the totalitarian state 
proved itself to be ‘the greatest killer of all time’ 
and that by the 1990s, ‘State action had been 
responsible for the violent or unnatural deaths of 
some 125 million people during the century, more 
perhaps than it has succeeded in destroying during 
the whole of human history up to 1900.’49  As 
Johnson notes elsewhere, Marxism, along with 
other modern totalitarian alternatives to God, has 
been ‘demonstrated to be incorrigibly destructive 
and evil’.50

 One might add that there is a tragic irony in 
Marxist governments spending vast fortunes 
trying to destroy religion which they claimed to 
have no foundation, and forbidding their people to 
worship a God they claim does not exist! 
 

God’s undertaker? 
 

The fifth and last of the nineteenth-century’s most 
influential atheists was the German philosopher 
and philologist Friedrich Nietzsche (1844-1900).  
The son of a minister of religion — and grandson 
of two others — Nietzsche is renowned for his 
often-quoted words, ‘God is dead,’ but, taken at its 
face value, this statement hides more than it 
reveals.  Several other thinkers, including Hegel, 
had already spoken about God’s death, but it was 
Nietzsche who gave the idea the dramatic impetus 
that led to his being described as ‘the most 
imaginative and articulate modern spokesman for 
atheism’.51

 Nietzsche’s writing was intense, vivid, 
powerful and moving, as we can see from this 
defining passage in The Joyful Wisdom, published 
in 1882: 
 

 Have you not heard of the madman who lit 
a lamp in broad daylight and ran up and down 
the marketplace shouting incessantly, ‘I’m 
looking for God!  I’m looking for God!’?  But, 
because many of the people who were 
standing there did not believe in God, he 
aroused a good deal of mirth… But the 
madman thrust in between them and fixed 
them with his eyes.  ‘Where is God?’ he 
shouted.  “I’ll tell you!  We have killed him — 
you and I!  We are all his murderers!  But how 
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have we done it?  How could we drink the sea 
dry?  Who gave us the sponge to wipe away 
the horizon?  What did we do when we 
uncoupled the earth from its sun?  Where is 
the earth moving to now?  Where are we 
moving to?  Away from all suns?  Are we not 
running incessantly?  Backwards, sideways 
and forwards in all directions?  Is there still an 
above and a below?  Are we not wandering 
through an infinite nothing?  Is not the void 
yawning ahead of us?  Has it not become 
colder?  Is it not more and more night?  Do the 
lamps not have to be lit during the day?  Do 
we hear nothing of the noise of the 
gravediggers who are burying God?  Do we 
smell nothing of the decomposition of God?  
The gods are decomposing!  God is dead!  
God is dead!  And we have killed him!’52 

 

 For Nietzsche, the first response to God’s 
passing was one of joyful relief.  He wrote, ‘We 
philosophers and “free spirits” feel ourselves 
irradiated as by a new dawn by the report that the 
“old God is dead”; our hearts overflow with 
gratitude, astonishment, presentiment and 
expectation.  At last the horizon seems open once 
more … perhaps never before did such an open 
sea exist.’53  Nietzsche was a mythological atheist; 
he believed that the God-myth was once alive in 
the sense that man believed in it, but that the myth 
was dead and buried and was no longer workable.  
In other words, like Feuerbach, he dismissed God 
as mere wish-fulfilment.  Man feels inadequate, 
longs for someone to meet his needs, so ‘wishes’ 
into existence a God who has no objective reality.  
In Nietzsche’s view, God was created by man, and 
not man by God. 
 But he was not content to leave things there; 
he saw himself as a prophet for the liberation of 
the human race.  He looked on the culture of the 
nineteenth century as ‘decadent’ and in the 
process of losing its authentic existence.  The 
religious call to virtues such as meekness and 
humility produced what he called a ‘herd 
morality’; men huddled together to find comfort 
and sympathy, instead of striking out to find their 
own personal values and significance.  He 
despised weakness, meekness, subservience, 
which he saw as indications of a ‘slave morality’, 
an attitude accepted without questions even 
though it was based on nothing more than the 

conventions of society.  In this approach, he was 
taking naturalism to its logical conclusion.  If 
mankind is locked into a closed system, with no 
transcendent God in control, things like truth, 
morals and ethics are up for grabs;  they are no 
more than what we decide for ourselves. 
 What is more, Nietzsche taught that ‘herd 
morality’ impoverished man by depriving him of 
natural values and ethics.  Looking to God for help 
and heaven as a reward robbed man of his 
authentic existence and identity, and should be 
forcibly resisted:  ‘I entreat you my brothers, 
remain true to the earth, and do not believe those 
who speak to you of superterrestrial hopes!  They 
are poisoners, whether they know it or not.’54  
Man’s significance was to be found in biology, not 
theology.  Kant had argued that moral activity 
implies a moral dimension;  Nietzsche turned the 
coin over and saw that once God is abandoned, 
morality based on his existence must be thrown 
out. 
 In establishing something to take its place (he 
realized that values were imperative) Nietzsche 
called for ‘biological heroism’ in re-establishing 
authentic human existence.  What was needed was 
a ‘transvaluation of values’ and a ‘will to power’ 
(one of Nietzsche’s major phrases) which would 
impose these new values on others, whether they 
wanted them or not.  Traditional values tended to 
preserve the weak and helpless, who could make 
little or no contribution to society.  In the new 
order of things, only the strong would survive.  
For Nietzsche, there was no point in mankind 
aiming for the perfection (his word was 
‘supernature’) alleged to have been his as God’s 
creation.  ‘Supernature’ was a future goal, and 
man should be looking for an Übermensch 
(usually translated ‘Superman’, but more 
accurately ‘Overman’) who would refuse to 
submit to political or religious authority or 
tradition, break out of the ‘herd morality’ and ‘go 
beyond good and evil’ in establishing his own 
value-system, triumphing over all weakness and 
despising it when he found it in others. 
 It is not difficult to see why the German 
dictator Adolf Hitler hijacked Nietzsche’s writings 
as his philosophical blueprint when he set about 
building his infamous Third Reich.  Fundamental 
atheism, which saw the world as a closed system, 
fitted perfectly into Hitler’s scheme of things.  So 
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did the idea of the extermination of the weak, the 
mentally unstable and all who could not make a 
worthwhile contribution to the establishment of a 
superior race.  Still preserved in the notorious 
Auschwitz concentration camp in southern Poland, 
where at one stage during the Second World War 
12,000 people a day were gassed to death as part 
of Hitler’s demented mass-murder of over six 
million Jews, his words reflect the outcome of 
taking Nietzsche’s ideas to their logical 
conclusion:  ‘I freed Germany from the stupid and 
degrading fallacies of conscience and morality … 
we will train young people before whom the world 
will tremble.  I want young people capable of 
violence — imperious, relentless and cruel.’55

 Nietzsche had forecast that, because God had 
died in the nineteenth century, the twentieth 
century would become the bloodiest century in 
history.  His words proved tragically and 
sickeningly true.  As Ravi Zacharias says, ‘Hitler 
unintentionally exposed atheism and dragged it 
where it was reluctantly, but logically, forced to 
go.  The denuding of people, in every sense of the 
word, that took place in concentration camps, 
brought about the logical outworking of the 
demise of God and the extermination of moral 
law…  Disregard for the sanctity of life, and its 
resultant corollary of estimating the value of a life 
by its quality, provided some of the Third Reich’s 
metaphysical moorings.  The “inferior” were to be 
obliterated; the “superior” were to determine 
destiny, and the will and power of the superman 
would dominate.’56

 Nietzsche disowned what Hegel, Feuerbach, 
Marx and others had said about the flow of 
history.  Instead, he turned the clock back over 
2,000 years and tried to revive the idea of history 
as an endless series of meaningless cycles.  Tied in 
with this was his opposition to the then 
fashionable philosophy of optimistic humanism, 
including the idea that education would lead man 
to Utopia.  Nietzsche was a tortured paradox.  At 
times he wrote with life-affirming optimism, yet at 
other times seemed to reject every attempt to 
construct meaning and hope in human existence.  
In doing so he produced the seed-bed of nihilism 
(of which more in chapter 7), a philosophy which 
says that man began in nothingness, has no god-
given values to stabilize him and ultimately ends 
in oblivion. 

 One of those who survived Auschwitz has no 
doubt that nihilism lay behind what took place 
there:  ‘If we present man with a concept of man 
which is not true, we may well corrupt him.  When 
we present him as an automation of reflexes, as a 
mind machine, as a bundle of instincts, as a pawn 
of drives and reactions, as a mere product of 
heredity and environment, we feed that nihilism to 
which modern man is, in any case, prone.  I 
became acquainted with the last stage of 
corruption in my second concentration camp, 
Auschwitz.  The gas chambers of Auschwitz were 
the ultimate consequence of the theory that man is 
nothing but the product of heredity and 
environment – or, as the Nazis like to say, of 
“blood and soil”.  I am absolutely convinced that 
the gas chambers of Auschwitz, Treblinka, and 
Maidanek were ultimately prepared at the desks 
and in the lecture halls of nihilistic scientists and 
philosophers.’57

 Nietzsche’s tension in trying to marry this 
stifling pessimism to his passionate call for heroic 
living should not make it totally surprising to 
discover that this intense, tormented man ‘flipped’ 
in 1889 and spent the last years of his life in a 
state of madness, thought by many to have been 
accelerated by the venereal disease which he 
caught some time earlier.  After a lifetime of 
exploring the anxiety, anger and pain of human 
existence, his quest for dignity ended in insanity.  
When he was confined to his house, his sister 
followed his principles and, instead of evoking 
pity and sympathy, exercised her ‘will to power’ 
by selling people tickets to come and see him in 
his tragic derangement. 
 It is doubtful whether anyone has written more 
incisively or vividly than Nietzsche about the 
consequences of atheism.  As Ravi Zacharias puts 
it, ‘He compelled the philosopher to pay the full 
fare of his ticket to atheism and to see where it 
was going to let him off.  Nietzsche wanted to 
look life squarely in the eye, with no God to 
obstruct his vision, and the picture he saw was 
agonizing to the mind.  He saw no vast mind 
behind the framing of the world, he heard no 
transcending voice giving counsel to this world, he 
saw no light at the end of the tunnel, and he felt 
the loneliness of existence in its most desolate 
form.’58

 Colin Brown rates Nietzsche’s influence upon 
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European literature and philosophy as 
“incalculable’,59 and we will look at one particular 
facet of this in chapter 6, yet for all his 
impassioned rhetoric he made no contribution to 
the question of the existence of God.  Instead, all 
his brilliant and at times tortuous thinking was 
based on the unexamined assumption that God 
was non-existent.  He lived just a few painful and 
deranged months into the twentieth century and, 
like the madman he created in the work from 
which we quoted earlier in this chapter, he ended 
his life ‘wandering through an infinite nothing’.  
In one of his works he had written, ‘Truths are 
illusions about which one has forgotten that this is 
what they are!’  Cold comfort on one’s dying day! 
 Some time ago a piece of graffiti scrawled on 
a wall in New York announced ‘ “God is Dead”. 
Nietzsche.’  Underneath, someone added ‘ 
“Nietzsche is dead”. God.’  Quite! 
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 BOOK OFFERS 
These books are offered for a suggested tax-deductible donation-and we pay the shipping. Send check 

or money order for the correct amount to Jesus People 4338 3rd Ave., Sacramento, CA 95817-3014 with 
your request. We do not accept credit cards. For a complete list of books and articles we offer  see our website at  

 www.mission.org/jesuspeople or send $2.00 for first class postage and we will mail the entire book list to you.  
 Suggested Minimum Donation
  

Does God Believe In Atheists  by John Blanchard.  Hardcover.  655 pages.  $32.95 

A Fundamental Wesleyan Commentary on the book of Revelation  by Pastor Vic Reasoner.  Exhaustive study and 
reference book.  Most, but not all, of this prophecy was fulfilled in the first century.  Debunking dispensationalism.  
Partial Preterist view.  Hardcover. 592 pages. 

 $45.00 

The Trinity  by E. H. Bickersteth.  Proving the Trinity from the Old and New Testaments.  Good reference book.  $12.95 

Unchanging Faith in a Changing World  by Ken Boa and Robert Bowman.  Similar to Does God Believe in 
Atheists?  but not as thorough.  Hardcover.  403 pages. 

 $15.00 

The Great Gospel Deception  by David S. Servant.  Do you have “Saving Faith.”  A life-changing book.  270 
pages.   (25% off list price) 

 $12.00  

What the Bible Says About A Saving Faith   by Bernard Koerselman, J.D. A Lawyer Examines the Evidence. 
Forewords by Dr. Joseph C. Aldrich, Dr. Harvey Hoekstra, and Dr. D. James Kennedy.  307 pages.  

 $12.00  

Objections to Calvinism  by Randolph Foster.  216 pages.  $ 9.00 

Creeds In Contrast (Calvinism and Arminianism Compared) by Dr. Dale Yokum.  224 pages.  $12.00 

The Book of Revelation Four Views  by Steve Gregg.  Futurist, Idealist, Partial Preterist, and Historical side-by-
side.  Hardcover.  528 pages. 

 $35.00 

Origin Of The Bible  by F. F. Bruce.  331 pages. $20.00 

The Fundamentals of the Christian Religion   Editor R. A. Torrey. Two hard cover volumes.  1,420 pages.  (45% 
discount)  

 $25.00  

Mormonism, Shadow or Reality   by Sandra Tanner.  The only book you will need to see Mormonism completely 
revealed.  Hardcover edition.  576 pages. 

 $26.00 

Bible Answers to Give Jehovah Witnesses   by Charles Trombley.  110 pages.  $ 5.00 

The New Age Is Lying To You   by Eldon Winker.  223 pages.  (50% off list price)  $ 7.00 
The Encyclopedia of New Age Beliefs   by John Ankerberg & John Weldon. An excellent reference book!  
676 pages.  

 $25.00  

Sword of the Prophet, Islam History, Theology and Impact On The World  by Serge Thifkovic.  312 pages.  $18.00 

The Cultic Doctrine of 7th Day Adventists  by Dale Ratzlaff.  383 pages.  $15.00 

Revolution The Call to Holy War  by Michael Brown.  Call to spiritual revolution.  339 pages.  $12.00 

7 Steps to Recruit-Proof Your Child from Homosexuality and the “Gay” Movement  by Scott Lively.  210 pages.  $10.00 

The Benny Hinn Conspiracy  A one hour VHS video exposing Benny Hinn’s ministry and miracles.  $10.00 

Every Good and Evil Angel In the Bible  by Larry Richard.  Hardcover.   311 pages.  $15.00 

Hell On Trial   by Robert Peterson.   All arguments about hell explained and answered.  258 pages.  $16.00 

The Roman Catholic Deception  by Bill White.  A one hour VHS video.  Bill gives his testimony and documents 
the extra-biblical doctrines of the Roman Catholic Church and when they were added to their belief system. (50% 
off) 

 $ 9.00 

The Disciple Making Minister  by David Servant.   This book is reader friendly and for laymen also.  Exposing 
unbiblical spiritual warfare, what the Bible says about women in ministry, marriage and divorce, spiritual gifts, 
church growth, house churches and much, much more.  489 pages. 

 $20.0 

Through The Needle’s Eye  by David Servant.  Reader friendly.  Author challenges Christians to be honest with 
themselves.  The tithe has nothing to do with the Church.  However everything in the Old and New Testaments on 
stewardship is covered – “separating the sheep from the goats.”  269 pages. 

 $18.00 
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Thousands of them – Here are a few 
Dear Jesus People, 
I received lesson one of your free Bible course and enjoyed 
it so much … I passed on all the books after I read them.  
Rush me next lesson and books.  I am studying with a group 
of 10 men and our Bible study here is growing.  We 
desperately need more of your books for these men to 
read… 
Mike Wisener 
Riverside Regional Jail, Hopewell, VA 
 
Dear Tom, 
I received your “Power for Living” books and will gladly 
accept all basic Christian books like this for the women.  
This is the largest women’s prison in the world… 
Chaplain Pete Untalon 
Valley State Prison for Women, Chowchilla, CA 
 

Editor:  I sent him 500 more books. 
 
Dear Sir, 
We are requesting any help for our large Christian teenage 
club here, any books, cassette tapes, tracts or gospel videos 
to help these teenagers understand the Bible and get strong 
in the Lord. . . 
Acuti Kenneth, Scripture Union Club 
Zion High School, Uganda, Africa 
 

Editor:  Sent a large box of videos, cassettes and books to 
them.  Foreign postage has risen very high recently!  We fill 
every reasonable request in our newsletter and thousands 
more.  I need help to continue this free giving to prisons and 
third world countries. 
 
Sir, 
I sent you a request for a John MacArthur Deluxe Study 
Bible and you sent me a letter and pamphlet against 
Calvinism and said you do not recommend his study Bible 
and cannot afford to send expensive study Bibles just 
because I want one.  That’s not a very Christian thing. 
Jason Brickman 
Prison, Monroe, WA 
 

Editor:  That’s tough!  You need to grow up.  A regular 
Bible is all you get from me. 
 
Dear Tom, 
Thank you for the N.A.S. B. Bible and newsletter and book 
“How to Understand the Bible”.  It really does help me 
understand better… 
William Tungate 
Prison, Las Vegas, NV 
 
Dear Thomas, 
We are having arguments about unconditional and 
conditional eternal security.  Please send me Dan Corner’s 
book and whatever books you have exposing the false 
teaching of Kenneth Copeland and others like him. . . 
Jose Torres 
Eastern Correctional Facility, Napanoch, NY 

 
Dear Brother, 
I read a book you sent here about the Holy 
Spirit and thank you.  I get out in one month 
and want you to know how much you helped me… 
Gabriel Alejandro 
Salinas Prison, Soledad, CA 
 
Tom, 
I went to Chicago today to witness at a Gay Pride parade…I 
also went to two towns to preach in the streets.  I was 
sucker punched and got two teeth knocked out and I feel 
something like a bone coming through the top roof of my 
mouth.  I kept going and even got a couple of people to help 
me.  I guess most people love darkness rather than light… 
Michael Seimer, Tennessee 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
I am the protestant chaplain at Cal. Men’s Colony West and 
Hosanna Chapel serves the spiritual needs of 2,600 men 
who desire a relationship with the Lord.  We are in need of 
English and Spanish, tracts, books and Bibles… 
Rev. H. Warren Alderson 
C.M.C. West San Luis Obispo, CA 
 

Editor:  500 English books and 500 Spanish booklets and 50 
Spanish New Testaments sent. 
 
Tom, 
Thank you so much for the first Bible lesson and yes I am 
struggling with homosexuality. Thank you for the two 
books on the subject.  I am enjoying the Bible course… 
Name withheld by editor, 
Allendale Correctional Institute, Fairfax, S.C. 
 
J.P. 
I am on side of prison that doesn’t have all the books you 
sent to other side and want some… 
Keahani Rencr Laguna 
Valley Women’s Prison, Chowchilla, CA 
 
I want to tell you your article on web-site about Arnold 
Murray is wrong.  Remember the Bible says “touch not my 
anointed”.  An e-mail 
 

Editor:  I replied that he neither addressed nor disproved the 
facts of Arnold Murray’s false teaching in our article.  And 
he answered me and still just called me names and made 
assertions and refused to give his name and address.  I guess 
it’s time to reprint that article again in a newsletter. 
 
Dear Brother Tom, 
Thank you for the newsletters and books you send here.  
What a breath of fresh air.  At our Bible studies I am 
explaining and arguing against those enslaved in the “word-
faith” and “oneness Pentecostal” teachings.  I am here 
because of illegal net pornography and feel victory and 
power as I stand against false teaching… 
Anjan Tagore 
Federal Correctional Institute, Lisbon, OH
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Dear Tom, 
Thank you for the Bible and books. You have been a 
blessing to myself as well as other prisoners… Many 
brothers really do find salvation in prison… 
Michael Crowell 
Barnstable County Jail, Bourne, MA  
 
Dear Brother Adcock, 
I’ve written many people for a Bible and none have even 
responded… I also need info on Masonry.  I have several 
family members deeply involved in Freemasonry… 
De’ Ron Durwood 
Apalachee Correctional Institute, Sneads, FL 
 

Editor:  Bible and book on Freemasonry sent! 
 
Dear Brother Adcock, 
Please accept enclosed gift in support of your excellent 
ministry.  I have learned so much from you over the years 
just from your newsletters.  Here is my new address… 
Kaye Victor 
Woodridge, IL 
 
Tom, 
How are you?  I have questions about Rick Joyner.  It seems 
many Christians are reading his books and if you question 
them they go into attack mode, almost like a cult.  Also is 
Paul Cain a con man? 
Mike  Adler 
Pensacola, FL 
 

Editor:  I’m a “Pentecostal-type” Christian, yet I cannot 
recommend Rick Joyner’s books; and Paul Cain is a proven 
false prophet. 
 
Jesus People, 
Hello… I would like to get a Holy Bible… 
Ben Abdallah 
Salinas Valley Prison, Soledad, CA 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
I would like free subscription to your newsletter because I 
just read one here and like it and if you can send me a book 
about how to Understand the Bible too please. 
Sean Stone, 
W.R.C. Prison, Winnebago, WI 
 
Greetings, 
I was given your address as a possible source.  Could you 
please send me Bible studies.  I’m doing ten years for drug 
charges.  I was saved three years ago, but need help in 
maturing in Christ and understanding the Bible.  We have 
almost nothing Christian in this place… 
Mark Gray 
Arkansas Prison, Newport, AR 
 
Jesus People, 
Thank you for all you have sent me… Can you send me 
more newsletters and books? 
Jason Beck 
Prison, Greensburg, PA 

Sir, 
My friend at Central Church in Charlotte, NC told me he’s 
been getting stuff from you for years.  Can you send me 
info on all the cults . . .? 
James Miller 
Washington State Prison, Davisboro, GA 
 

Editor:  Sent.  But why doesn’t  “Central Church” send it to 
him?  Loss of money to them maybe? 
 
Tom, 
There are two major demonic strongholds in Portland, 
Maine, Roman Catholicism and homosexuality.  Luis Palau 
had a crusade here and never addressed either one.  He got 
what he wanted.  Good media coverage because he didn’t 
preach anything that would offend anyone at all.  I was in 
the Roman Catholic church and if I had stayed I would 
never have been saved.  What’s wrong with these 
preachers? 
Jim Cote 
Westbrook, Maine 
 

Editor:  I’m not surprised at all.  The Bible clearly says the 
cross is an offense and Jesus Himself offended the 
Herodians, Sadducees, and Pharisees.  Forget about Luis 
Palau – just keep teaching the truth – all of it. 
 
Jesus People, 
I came across one of your newsletters and wondered why 
you call Arnold Murray a false teacher.  Can you elaborate? 
Raymond Burgess 
Prison, Joliet, IL 
 

Editor:  He has a false view of the trinity, denies hell, says 
even the devil will just be annihilated, teaches that colored 
races are just “two of each flesh” in Noah’s Ark (white 
supremacy) teaches British Israelism, teaches pre-existence 
of souls.  See more on our website for documented errors 
including Jews, according to Murray, are children of the 
devil. 
 
Jesus People, 
Do you have good Bible course?  I have got books from you 
before.  The reason I ask is there is so much false teaching, 
most of it from T.V. preachers we get in here.  They tell 
people they can get whatever they want from God and get it 
right now and most of these men believe it though none of 
them get out of prison or all the other things they order God 
to give them… 
Michael Balzarini 
Salinas Valley Prison, Soledad, CA 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
I found a newsletter on my car… I will tell you this, I am a 
born again believer, baptized in the Holy Ghost… I am 
against all denominations, they are not of God… God is not 
3 in 1.  He is 3 manifestations of one Spirit in Christ… 
Robert Lawrence 
Sacramento, CA 
 

Editor:  A oneness Pentecostal.  We had a friendly talk and 
even though he won’t change his mind we parted as 
friends.. 
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Dear Jesus People, 
I just read one of your newsletters for the first time.  Thank 
you!  It’s about time someone is not afraid to speak the truth 
(all of it).  I was very impressed with your straight-
forwardness you had in reply to letters you get.  Send me 
more newsletters and enclosed $2 for your complete 
booklist.  I thank you for spreading the true word of God. 
Charles Escoffer 
Davisboro, GA 
 
Dear Sir, 
I am seeking your help with information… 
Tim McGee 
Maximum Correctional Facility 
Ionia, MI 
 
Tom, 
Yes we are still passing out tracts.  Keep on sending them.  
I’ll try to send $3.00 each week to you.  
Tim and Doris Richardson 
Long Beach, CA 
 

Editor:  We need more “soldiers” like this going outside of 
the “Christian environment” with the gospel.  It’s easy to 
preach to the choir or safely on T.V. and radio!. 
 
You, 
I am oneness apostolic Pentecostal.  Take me off your 
mailing list. 
Gene Bagby 
Elkton, KY 
 
Dear Tom, 
Here is a small donation.  I want some newsletters.  I’m 
taking my book “American Babylon” and your newsletters 
to all the pastors in my area and giving it to them free… 
Stephen Aivazis 
Wittman, AZ 
 

Editor:  His book “American Babylon” is on our website 
booklist at www.mission.org/jesuspeople.  Link “Book 
Offers.”  I highly recommend it. 
 
Dear Tom, 
I work in the chapel here and hope you can help us.  I notice 
every Christian book in here has your address in it.  Can 
you help us with Bible on CD.  The women can check it 
out.  Most women in here are not well educated… 
Joanna Neidiffer 
Valley Women’s Prison, Chowchilla, CA 
 

Editor:  She’s lucky. Or should I say, “The Lord provides.”  
I just happened to have Bibles on CD in the Living Bible 
version.  I sent them.  No more now and I will not be 
getting more of these. 
 
Mr. Adcock, 
Do you have anything on the Christian Identity movement? 
 Their propaganda is easy for me to see through.  But others 
here are not so discerning . . . 
William Oliver 
Federal Correctional Institute, Lisbon, OH 

Hello, 
I saw your ad in a newspaper and yes I want your free 
Christian magazine.  I am here in jail. 
Ralph Yrigoyen 
Riverside, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
Can you help me some more with teachings being spread in 
here.  Lost tribes of Israel, Jehovah’s Witnesses, 7th Day 
Adventists, Buddhism, Odinism, House of Yah and Wicca? 
Wesley Davis 
Mule Creek State Prison, Ione, CA 
 
Tom,  
I saw my letter in your last newsletter and I just wanted to 
tell you I’m really saved now and transferred here.  I have 
been taken off of death row and instead given a life 
sentence.  Thank you Jesus! 
Roosevelt Holden 
Salinas Valley Prison, Soledad, CA 
 
Friends, 
World Missionary Press referred you to us for Bibles. . . 
Rev Emmanuel Jayakamar 
Karnataka, India 
 

Editor:  One box sent. 
 
To Jesus People, 
I’m writing to see if I can get your newsletter… 
Jasson Ray 
Cal. Correctional Institute, Tehachapi, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
I would like your magazines.  I have given myself to the 
Lord.  I am in jail here awaiting trial. . . 
Andre Trembly 
Riverside, CA 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
Hello . . . I am housed here in Verner Unit for the next 
seven years and recently got saved.  I would like your help 
to learn and grow in the Lord . . . 
Joshua Blaser 
Prison, Grady, AR 
 
Sir, 
I am writing to see what you have to help me religiously. . . 
Kirby McPhaul Jr. 
U.S. Penitentiary, Hazelton 
Bruceton Mills, WV 
 
Dear Sir, 
Hi . . . Can I have your free magazine?  I am 38 years old 
and was saved in 1999… 
Marshall Novak 
Prison, Dallas, PA 
 
Friends, 
I’m in a half-way house and can you send me your Christian 
books? . . . 
Linda Hastings, 
Montgomery, AL



Jesus People, 
I’m writing for my friend who only speaks and reads 
Spanish.  Will you send him one Spanish Bible?  He is here 
in prison with me. 
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And the letters keep 
coming, every day. 

Audencio Hernandez 
Washington Prison, Davisboro, GA 
 
Tom, 
Enclosed is a check for the book, “The Missing Gospels”.  I 
hope you are well . . . 
David Berkowitz 
Sullivan Correctional Facility, Fallsburg, NY 
 

Editor:  You people remember the old “Son of Sam” don’t 
you? 
 
Dear Friends, 
I am requesting your services.  Prison has been a positive 
experience for me.  I am a Christian, but continue to seek 
inspiration. . . . 
Jeff Vance 
Cal State Prison, Corcoran, CA 
 
Friends, 
Hello . . .  I would very much like your magazine about 
Jesus.  I will be locked up until July, 08 and I need stuff like 
this in here. 
Steven Holton 
Apalachee Correctional Institute, Sneads, FL 
 
Friends in Christ, 
My friend told me about you.  I know you must get 
hundreds of letters like this but could you bless me with 
more good Christian books… 
Adrion Torres 
State Prison, Corcoran, CA 
 
Jesus People 
We are in desperate need for complete English Bibles 
here… 
Pastor Evans Bazomak 
Deeper Life Bible Church, Ghana, West Africa 
 

Editor:  I sent air mail letter stating I do not have them and 
due to increase in postage I cannot afford to pay $4 per 
Bible postage even when sent in large bulk.  Most churches 
and ministries would not even answer requests like this.  
Some have told me they don’t. 
 
Dear Tom, 
I was referred to you by Tom McKenney.  He said you 
could help me with my questions… 
Michael Green 
Cal. State Prison, Vacaville, CA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A few of us spend a lot of time on the streets 
trying to reach the “American Heathen” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steven, a general contractor passing out tracts at 
the 2007 Pacific Rim Festival.  Check out his 
personal website at www.informationgospel.net 
 
 
Since my last newsletter on the Trinity I have had 
several “oneness Pentecostals” contact me and 
state “The Roman Catholic Church is the ‘Whore 
of Babylon’ and all the Trinitarian protestant 
churches are her daughters” or “We don’t believe 
God endorses denominations at all.”    
 
The following is a partial list of “oneness 
Pentecostal”  denominations.  There are about 90 
of these denominations.  Here are but a few:  
United Pentecostal Church International; 
Apostolic Overcoming Holy Church of God 
(Birmingham, Alabama), Assemblies of Lord 
Jesus Christ (Memphis, Tennessee); Bible Way 
Churches of Our Lord Jesus Christ Worldwide 
(Washington, D.C.); Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ of the Apostolic Faith (Philadelphia, PA); 
Pentecostal Assemblies of the World 
(Indianapolis, IN); Pentecostal Churches of the 
Apostolic Faith Association (Louisville, KY). 
 



Editor Responds to Street Encounters 
 
1.  “I don’t believe in God!”   

Well there must not be a God if you don’t believe in one.  I find plenty of evidence and have 
myself encountered Him so we are at a stalemate.  Can you explain the universe?  Can you explain the 
existence of anything?  There are really only three possibilities for this.  The universe is eternal itself, it 
was created by something greater than itself or it is an illusion.  Your dogmatic claim ‘There is no God’ is 
quite pompous and ignorant on your part.  You would have to have been at every place at every time to 
know this.  For those who believe that matter is eternal, or an illusion, or the universe was created by gods 
or god other than the Bible God – take our Bible course.  You spend your money and time on what’s 
important to you.  You can spend your life on sex, drugs, rock n roll, or playing games of any kind—and 
you will pay the consequences!  It’s up to you – My God says that – you are free to choose.  Is this not 
fair? 
 
2.  “You guys are false prophets!  I never heard you once tell people they must be baptized to be saved.  

The Bible says . . .” 
 There are people out here who don’t know about 
God at all.  We preach law and grace to them and leave the 
work to the Holy Spirit to convict and convince them, and 
you are in grave error.  You do not have to be water baptized 
to be saved.  This is a command Jesus gave to his followers 
after they believed in Him.  They understood baptism is only 
a symbol of dying to the old life and being raised again to a 
new one.  (I have covered this in previous newsletters 
including Acts 2:38 and Acts 22:16.)  All objections 
welcome however and I will answer you.  Write if you wish.  
American Christianity has more than it’s share of “New 
Testament” Pharisees.  See Matthew chapter 23 about 
Pharisees.  The most miserable people I meet while 
witnessing are religious ones.  You can only be saved by 
God’s grace, through faith.  I would rather be a drunk, lying 
in the gutter, crying out to God with my last breath “God 
forgive me!” than be like the religious “Pharisees” I’ve met 
during the past 38 years street witnessing who claim they are 
Christians. 
 
3.  “I’m a Christian and I don’t believe in hell and I’m 
offended that you talk about it.  You are chasing people 
away from Jesus.” 

 Again I replied, “Well Hell must not exist if you say so.”  I then opened my Bible and showed 
him as many verses as he would read and told him, “Your argument is with Jesus.” – and went on 
preaching!  I suppose it is true when Jesus Himself preached about hell He “chased people away from 
Himself.”  No one has to go there.  They can be honest about their sins of commission and omission and 
get mercy and eternal life.  By experience and the Bible I am aware everyone is not going to escape hell.  
Jesus said, “The world hates me because I testify to the evil in the world – Do not be surprised if they hate 
you also.”  My “opponent” walked off still in denial.  The “Jesus” he believes in does not exist.  I want to 
chase people away from his kind of Jesus! 
 
 

For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of 
words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect.  For the message of the 
cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God.   I Corinthians 1:17-18 (NKJV) 
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IF YOU LIKE TO PLAY “RELIGIOUS GAMES” THERE ARE THOUSANDS 
TO CHOOSE FROM – HERE ARE THREE OF THEM 

 
Kansas City Prophets 
 
In 1988 John Wimber, leader of the Vineyard 
movement, developed a close association with 
Mike Bickle, then senior pastor of the Kansas City 
Fellowship (KCF).  Bickle’s ministry had become 
popular through its promotion of Bob Jones, John 
Paul Jackson, and Paul Cain, who became known 
as the Kansas City prophets.  Wimber’s fame 
launched Bickle and the KCF prophets into greater 
international prominence and controversy. 
 In 1990 the Kansas City Prophets, Wimber and 
Jack Deere, a leading charismatic apologist, were 
accused by some Australian Christians of denying 
the sufficiency of Scripture and neglecting the 
cross of Christ.  The Vineyard strongly denied the 
accusations.  In May of the same year, Ernie 
Gruen, a leading Pentecostal pastor in Kansas, 
issued a two-hundred page critique of KCF.  He 
accused Bob Jones of engaging in wild 
speculation, false predictions, and bizarre visions.  
Gruen’s report also argued that Bickle’s 
fellowship had an elitist element, arising out of its 
focus on a new breed of super Christians. 
 The story of John Wimber’s involvement with 
Bickle and the Kansas prophets was chronicled in 
David Pytches’s 1991 work Some Said It 
Thundered.  In late 1991 Bob Jones was 
disciplined for sexual misconduct and withdrew 
from ministry for several years.  In 1992 Wimber 
became less focused on the prophetic.  Bickle 
broke away from the Vineyard in 1996, in large 
part because of Wimber’s negative reaction to 
John Arnott and the Toronto Blessing renewal. 
 Paul Cain, a native of Texas, is by far the most 
famous of the Kansas City prophets.  Born in 1929 
in Texas, he was raised Baptist and was a figure in 
healing revivals through the 1950s.  He had some 
association with William Branham, one of the 
most famous healers.  After 1959, Cain basically 
withdrew from public ministry until he connected 
with Mike Bickle in the mid-1980s.  Cain 
maintained a worldwide itinerary from 1988 to 
2004, often in association with Bickle, Jack Deere, 
and Rick Joyner.  In late 2004 these three 
announced that Cain had engaged in homosexual 

behavior and was an alcoholic.  In 2005 Cain 
admitted his wrongdoings and asked for 
forgiveness. 
 Bickle now leads the International House of 
Prayer and the Friends of the Bridgegroom 
ministry in Kansas City.  John Paul Jackson 
founded Streams Ministries International in 1993, 
after working in Kansas City and then the 
Anaheim Vineyard.  He is now based in New 
Hampshire.  Bob Jones, a native of Arkansas, has 
regained his status as a major player in prophetic 
circles.  He claims that a supernatural spirit being 
appeared to him on August 12, 2004, identified 
himself as the “Watcher,” and prophesied a “new 
day” for the church. 
 Prophetic focus has become a staple among 
charismatics worldwide, due in some measure to 
the endorsement of Mike Bickle and John 
Wimber.  While the Kansas City prophets may not 
deserve the nasty indictments against them, their 
prophecies are often mistaken if specific and are 
otherwise usually vague and highly speculative.9 

[In other words, they are not trustworthy!-J.P. Editor.] 
 

Unification Church 
 
The Unification Church is one of the best-known 
and most controversial new religious movements.  
It is led by Sun Myung Moon, a native of Korea.  
Moon was born on January 6, 1920.  
Unificationists believe that Jesus appeared to 
Moon on April 17, 1935, and that Moon was 
asked to fulfill the mission of Jesus.  Moon has 
been married twice.  His first marriage lasted ten 
years (1943-53), and he married Hak Ja Han, his 
current wife, in 1960. 
 Moon officially launched the Holy Spirit 
Association for the Unification of World 
Christianity in 1954.  In 1959 Young Oon Kim, 
one of the most important Unification theologians, 
was sent to the United States of America.  The 
church received scrutiny for its giant rallies at 
Madison Square Garden (September 18, 1974), 
Yankee Stadium (June 1, 1976), and the 
Washington Monument (September 18, 1976).  By 
this time, Moon was probably the most visible 
target of the anticult movement. 
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 The United States government charged Moon 
with income tax evasion on October 15, 1981.  
Though powerful religious groups protested 
Moon’s indictment, the Korean leader was found 
guilty and sentenced to eighteen months in prison.  
He began his term in a prison in Danbury, 
Connecticut, in the summer of 1984 and was 
released from a Brooklyn halfway house on 
August 20, 1985. 
 Moon’s followers were elated with Moon’s 
meetings with Mikhail Gorbachev on April 11, 
1990, and with North Korean leader Kim Il Sung 
in November 1991.  These strategic meetings were 
viewed as evidence of Moon’s supremacy over 
Communism.  Moon took credit both for the fall 
of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and for the victory of 
the Allied forces in the Persian Gulf War in 1991. 
 In 1998 Nansook Hong, Moon’s former 
daughter-in-law, published a devastating memoir 
about life inside the church.  Titled In the Shadow 
of the Moons, Hong accused her ex-husband, Hyo 
Jin Moon, of adultery, drug addition, and physical 
and emotional abuse.  Further, she claimed that 
Sun Myung Moon had an illegitimate child who 
was raised by another Unification family. 
 The Unification Church utilizes Christian 
themes in its thought, but draws equally from the 
beliefs and practices of Korean folk religion.  The 
church is committed to monotheism but does not 
adopt a Trinitarian understanding of God.  Moon 
teaches that Satan seduced Eve sexually and then 
she engaged in sex with Adam before the time 
allowed by God.  Moon’s private teachings about 
Jesus build upon explicit views given in Divine 
Principle (the Unification Bible) that Jesus was 
not sent to die on the cross and that the ideal plan 
for Jesus was to have found a true Eve to restore 
humanity. 
 Moon contends that Jesus is the product of a 
sexual relationship between Mary and Zechariah, 
the father of John the Baptist.  According to 
Moon, Mary never told Joseph who was the real 
father of Jesus.  Moon states that Mary and Joseph 
purposely left Jesus behind in Jerusalem when he 
was visiting at Passover at age twelve. 
 Moon teaches that Jesus failed in several 
crucial ways.  Unificationists believe that God has 
had to look to Sun Myung Moon as the new 
Adam, as Messiah, as Lord of the Second Advent. 

 Moon has placed great emphasis on direct 
revelation from the spirit world.  This has included 
claims of supernatural messages from Moon’s 
deceased son, Heung Jin Nim, from Moon’s 
mother-in-law, from a deceased Unification 
scholar, and even from various religious and 
political leaders who have died.  This list includes 
Buddha, Marx, Hitler, and dead U.S. presidents.  
These messages have been channeled mainly 
through two women in the Unification Church. 
[The Washington Times Newspaper was founded by 
Sun Myung Moon. J.P. Editor] 
 

Urantia 
 
Urantia is a modern esoteric movement connected 
to followers of The Urantia Book, a work of 2,097 
pages said to be a revelation from celestial beings 
for Urantia (planet earth).  The book was first 
published in 1955 and is promoted by the Urantia 
Foundation.  Its earthly story owes most to two 
people: psychiatrist William S. Sadler (1875-
1969) and one of his patients, who claimed to 
receive the divine revelations that became The 
Urantia Book. 
 In 1923 Sadler, who had a Seventh-day 
Adventist background, organized a forum to 
discuss material from the patient.  They met at 533 
Diversey Parkway in Chicago.  The Urantia Book 
presents a complex cosmology, with hundreds of 
constellations, each with hundreds of inhabited 
worlds.  Urantia describes five “epochal” events in 
the history of humankind, the fourth being the life 
of Christ and the fifth being the writing of The 
Urantia Book itself. 
 The Urantia Book teaches that God used 
beings called “Creator Sons” to create various 
universes in time and space.  Earth’s Creator Son 
is Michael, who created Nebadon, our local 
universe.  Michael incarnated on earth as Jesus of 
Nazareth.  The Urantia Book claims to provide a 
huge amount of new information about the life of 
Jesus, in addition to offering radical 
interpretations of classical Christian teachings 
about Jesus. 
 The legal case has centered on a dispute with 
the Michael Foundation and Harry McMullan III.  
The Urantia Foundation was upset with the 
Michael Foundation and McMullan for 
publication of Jesus: A New Revelation.  This 



volume contains material from section 4 of The 
Urantia Book.  In March 2003 a U.S. appeals 
court ruled that the Urantia Foundation could not 
renews its copyright on The Urantia Book.  In 
October of the same year the U.S. Supreme Court 
refused to review the decision.   
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 As the case suggests, there had been 
considerable controversy over the nature of The 
Urantia Book and the manner of revelation with 
Sadler’s patient.  Martin Gardner, a writer on 
fringe science, suggests in his work Urantia: The 
Great Cult Mystery that the individual in question 
was Wilfred Custer Kellogg, Sadler’s brother-in-
law.  Gardner also argues that The Urantia Book 
makes major errors on scientific issues and that it 
plagiarizes from other sources. 
 The plagiarism charge relates to the exhaustive 
research done by Matthew Block.  Block was a 
believer in Urantia and viewed the connections 
between the sacred text and human sources as a 
signal of the brilliant creativity of the revelators 
who spoke to and through Sadler’s patient.  
However, recently Block has become more 
skeptical and has expressed greater appreciation 
for the work of Gardner. 
 The divide between Urantia and classical 
Christian faith is fundamentally about whether one 
accepts The Urantia Book as divine revelation and 
as an accurate commentary on God and Christ and 
cosmology.  Urantia apologists repeatedly rest 
their case on the trust that Dr. Sadler and his 
patient were recipients of modern revelation.  
Given the human sources at work in The Urantia 
Book, its key errors on testable items about the 
universe, and its denial of major biblical 
teachings, Christians should resist claims that it is 
new revelation from God. 
 
9.  See the chapter on the Kansas City Prophets in 
James A. Beverly, Holy Laughter & The Toronto 
Blessing (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995). 
 
 
Excepts from Religions A to Z – A Guide to 100 
Influential Religious Movements by James A. 
Beverley; Thomas Nelson, Inc., Publishers, 
Nashville, TN, 2005  pp.120-121, 245-246, 248-
249.    Available at bookstores or contact us if you 
want this book and cannot find it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Larry, a Vietnam Veteran, 
at our weekly street outreach. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wally, a Retired Peace Officer, 
passing out tracts at the 2007 

Asparagus Festival, Stockton, CA. 
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“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it” 
   George Santayana 
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