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“MANY THAT SLEEP IN THE DUST OF THE EARTH SHALL 
AWAKE, SOME TO EVERLASTING LIFE, AND SOME TO SHAME 

AND EVERLASTING CONTEMPT.”  DANIEL—PROPHET OF GOD 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 
We Believe: 
In the Triune God: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
Jesus Christ is True God and True Man.  The Holy Spirit 
is a Divine Person.  The Old and New Testaments are 
God's Divinely Inspired words.  All have sinned and come 
short of the Glory of God and are in need of salvation.  
Salvation has been provided through Jesus Christ for all 
men.  It is the will of God that every believer be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.  Healing is provided through the 
redemptive work of Christ and is available to every 
believer.  The Church consists of all those who have 
received Jesus Christ as their personal Lord and Saviour.  
There shall be a bodily resurrection of the just and the 
unjust.  In the personal, visible, imminent return of Jesus 
Christ.  In Water baptism, and observance of the Lord's 
Supper. 
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And the serpent said unto the 
woman, Ye shall not surely die: 

Genesis 3:4 
 

Volume 32 - Issue 2  (published seasonally)  This newsletter 
is published by Jesus People Information Center, 4338 3rd. 
Ave. Sacramento, CA 95817, a non-profit Christian 
evangelistic organization engaged in foreign missions, 
nationwide prison ministry, street evangelism, and homeless 
ministry.  Subscriptions are free on request.  This ministry is 
completely supported by individual, tax-deductible, free-will 
donations. 

N O T I C E S  
 

1.  Free Bible correspondence course to prison inmates. 
2.  Free Christian literature and Bibles to "poor" foreign 

countries, as the Lord leads. 
3.  Bible course by mail comparing cults with Biblical 

Christianity.  12 lessons, $25 ea.  Each lesson 
includes books.  Send $25 for lesson one. 

4.  Jesus People newsletter and 200 assorted tracts and 
booklets for $10 donation. 

5.  Join our Jesus People Book Club.  For a $25 or more 
tax-deductible donation per month, to help us supply 
free literature worldwide, we will send you a quality 
Christian book every month. 

6.  We have the best information available on cults and 
current Christian issues and doctrine.  Contact us with 
your specific questions and requests. 

7.  Our newsletters are available in bulk for 35 cents a 
copy (very reasonably priced) and we pay the 
expensive postage.  Minimum order 100 copies 
please.  Help us spread the word.  Put them in your 
church or business.  ($35.00 for 100 copies) 

Send for above requests to: 
 

 Jesus People Information Center 
 4338 Third Avenue 
 Sacramento, CA 95817 
 Phone:  (916) 456-9085 
e-mail:  JesusPeople@juno.com
web site:  http://www.mission.org/jesuspeople 
 
 

 

 Places where we have sent free Christian literature for the last 32 years: 
 
U.S.A.- every state 
American Samoa 
Argentina, S. America  
Australia 
Belgian Congo, Africa 
Belgium 
Benin W. Africa  
Botswana, Africa  
Brazil, S.  America 
Bulgaria 
Burma 
Cameroon, W. Africa  
Canada 
China    
Colombia.  S.  America 
Cuba 
Denmark 
Ecuador, S. America 
Egypt 
England 
Ethiopia, E. Africa 
France 

 
Germany 
Ghana, W. Africa 
Greece 
Greenland 
Guam 
Guinea, E. Africa 
Guyana, S. America 
Haiti 
Hong Kong, China 
Hungary 
Iceland 
India 
Indonesia 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Ivory Coast, W. Africa 
Jamaica, W. Indies 
Japan 
Kenya, E. Africa 
Kuwait 
Liberia, E. Africa 

 
Madagascar  
Malawi, S. Africa 
Malaysia  
Mexico 
Micronesia  
Mozambique, S. Africa 
Namibia, S. Africa 
Nepal 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Niger, Central Africa 
Nigeria, W. Africa 
Norway 
Panama  
Philippines 
Poland 
Portugal (NEW) 
Puerto Rico 
Republic of S. Africa 
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), S. Africa 
Romania  
Russia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Scotland 
Sierra Leone, W. Africa 
South Korea 
Spain 
Sri-Lanka 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Taiwan 
Tanzania, E. Africa 
Thailand 
Tibet 
Togo, W.  Africa 
Trinidad, W. Indies 
Uganda, E. Africa 
Ukraine 
Zambia, Central. Africa 

This free literature goes out constantly 2-3 times a week in the U.S., and to foreign counties once a week 52 weeks a year. 
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ACCORDING TO JOHN CALVIN GOD ACTUALLY DECEIVES SOME MEN ACCORDING TO JOHN CALVIN GOD ACTUALLY DECEIVES SOME MEN 
CALVINISM’S EVANESCENT GRACE CALVINISM’S EVANESCENT GRACE 

  
 How could Spurgeon, or any Calvinist, truly be sure 
of Heaven himself?  Though they might speak or write 
of salvation assurance, such really isn’t consistent with 
Calvinism!  According to that theology, Spurgeon and 
other Calvinists might have been merely reprobates all 
along and have only been given by God an evanescent 
grace, as Calvin termed it: 

 How could Spurgeon, or any Calvinist, truly be sure 
of Heaven himself?  Though they might speak or write 
of salvation assurance, such really isn’t consistent with 
Calvinism!  According to that theology, Spurgeon and 
other Calvinists might have been merely reprobates all 
along and have only been given by God an evanescent 
grace, as Calvin termed it: 

…Experience shows that the reprobate are 
some times affected in a way so similar to the 
elect that even in their own judgment there is 
no difference between them.  Hence, it is not 
strange, that by the Apostle a taste of 
heavenly gifts, and by Christ himself a 
temporary faith is ascribed to them.  Not that 
they truly perceive the power of spiritual 
grace and the sure light of faith; but the Lord, 
the better to convict them, and leave them 
without excuse, instills into their minds such 
a sense of goodness as can be felt without the 
Spirit of adoption…there is a great 
resemblance and affinity between the elect of 
God and those who are impressed for a time 
with a fading faith . . . . Still it is correctly 
said, that the reprobate believe God to be 
propitious to them, inasmuch as they accept 
the gift of reconciliation,  
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heavenly gifts, and by Christ himself a 
temporary faith is ascribed to them.  Not that 
they truly perceive the power of spiritual 
grace and the sure light of faith; but the Lord, 
the better to convict them, and leave them 
without excuse, instills into their minds such 
a sense of goodness as can be felt without the 
Spirit of adoption…there is a great 
resemblance and affinity between the elect of 
God and those who are impressed for a time 
with a fading faith . . . . Still it is correctly 
said, that the reprobate believe God to be 
propitious to them, inasmuch as they accept 
the gift of reconciliation,  
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though confusedly and without due 
discernment; not that they are partakers of the 
same faith or regeneration with the children 
of God; but because, under a covering of 
hypocrisy they seem to have a principle of 
faith in common with them.   

though confusedly and without due 
discernment; not that they are partakers of the 
same faith or regeneration with the children 
of God; but because, under a covering of 
hypocrisy they seem to have a principle of 
faith in common with them.   

Nor do I even deny that God illumines 
their mind to this extent . . . . there is 
nothing inconsistent in this with the fact of 
his enlightening some with a present sense 
of grace, which afterwards proves 
evanescent.7 

Nor do I even deny that God illumines 
their mind to this extent . . . . there is 
nothing inconsistent in this with the fact of 
his enlightening some with a present sense 
of grace, which afterwards proves 
evanescent.

 In light of John Calvin’s teaching, the salvation 
assurance that Calvinists speak of is merely empty 
words, since they won’t really know until the very end 
of their lives if they were elect or not!  Perhaps, God 
just granted them an evanescent grace in which they 
feel saved but really aren’t.  By this teaching, 
Calvinists  shockingly portray the God who cannot lie 
(Titus 1:2) as forcing untrue feelings on some people, 
in order to deceive them! 

 In light of John Calvin’s teaching, the salvation 
assurance that Calvinists speak of is merely empty 
words, since they won’t really know until the very end 
of their lives if they were elect or not!  Perhaps, God 
just granted them an evanescent grace in which they 
feel saved but really aren’t.  By this teaching, 
Calvinists  shockingly portray the God who cannot lie 
(Titus 1:2) as forcing untrue feelings on some people, 
in order to deceive them! 

7 John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion (Eerdmans 7
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 John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion (Eerdmans 
Publishing Co., 1989), Translated by Henry Beveridge, Book 
3, Chapter 2, Section 11. 
 
Excerpt from: The Believers’ Conditional Security by 
Daniel D. Corner, Evangelical Outreach, P.O. Box 265, 
Washington, PA, 15301. (1997)  pp. 731-732 
 
This book is available from us.  See our Book Offers 
on our web site at www.mission.org/jesuspeople. 
 
 

If this     is         the first free newsletter you have 
received from us and you do not want to receive 
any more—Do Nothing—you will not receive 
another one.  If you would like to continue 
receiving our free newsletters periodically, 
contact us by e-mail or letter and tell us.  We will 
not send you any letters begging for money and 
we will not give your name and address to 
anyone else.  Thank you.  Tom Adcock, 
President, Jesus People Ministry. E-mail address: 
jesuspeople@juno.com.  Mailing address: 4338 
3rd Ave. Sacramento, CA 95817. 

N O T I C E  
“Calvin’s System” 
teaches all people are 
unconditionally saved 
or damned before they 
are born.  To ignore 
the Bible truth “many 
shall fall away from 
the faith,” and to save 
his system, he taught 
God deceives men. 
 J.P. Editor 
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POSTMODERNISM – THE LAST FAIRY TALE 
 
According to postmodernists, fundamentalists are those 
who believe religious teachings are true or false not 
just within their own paradigm but over all paradigms.  
Fundamentalists view religious truth as objectively 
true, and therefore subject to rational scrutiny.  
Evangelicals—those who strive to hold to a biblical 
faith as expressed in the early church and the 
Reformation—certainly fall within this circle because 
we believe that if something is true, its opposite cannot 
be true at the same time, regardless of what paradigm a 
person holds. 
 

You may have noticed that evangelicalism, like 
modernism, insists on consistency.  Both evangelicals 
and modernists have historically believed in the use of 
reason, beginning with the law of non-contradiction: 
“A is not non-A.”  So, for instance, the Creator can’t 
be a personal God and an impersonal force at the same 
time. 
 

By taking the same stand as modernism in this 
particular area—though not in others—evangelical  
 
 
 

Christians have placed themselves in the direct line of 
fire of the growing postmodern consensus.   
 

Let’s be clear:  Postmodernists aren’t against religion.  
They are only against religious teaching that holds 
objective truth and the usefulness of reason.  Religion 
based only on personal experience and “what’s true for 
me” is perfectly compatible with the postmodern 
worldview. 
 

But once reason is rejected, truth in the objective sense 
must be automatically rejected as well.  What use is a 
“truth” if the opposite, or “antithetical,” position is also 
true?  In place of truths that make sense or truths that 
can be backed up in some way, postmodernism again 
leaves its adherents with two things: experience and 
power.  My experience is the basis for my beliefs, and 
those beliefs exist to empower me. 
 
Excerpt from: The Death of Truth  Responding to Multiculturalism, 
the Rejection of Reason and the New Postmodern Diversity  Dennis 
McCallum, General Editor  Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House 
Publishers, (1996), 202-203. 
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Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing?  
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the Lord and against His Anointed, 
saying "Let us break Their bonds in pieces and cast away Their 
cords from us."  He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The 
Lord shall hold them in derision.  Then He shall speak to them 
in His wrath, And distress them in His deep displeasure. 
  Psalm 2:1-5 

 
 
 

Wisdom calls aloud outside; She raises her voice in the open squares.  She cries out in the 
chief concourses, at the openings of the gates in the city She speaks her words:  "How long, 
you simple ones, will you love simplicity?  For scorners delight in their scorning, and fools 
hate knowledge.  Turn at my rebuke; surely I will pour out my spirit on you;  I will make 
my words known to you.  Because I have called and you refused, I have stretched out my 
hand and no one regarded, because you disdained all my counsel, and would have none of 
my rebuke, I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your terror comes, when 
your terror comes like a storm, and your destruction comes like a whirlwind, when distress 
and anguish come upon you.   
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"Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; They will seek me diligently, but they will 
not find me.  Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the Lord, they 
would have none of my counsel and despised my every rebuke.  Therefore they shall eat the 

fruit of their 
own way, and be 
filled to the full 
with their own 
fancies.  For the 
turning away of 
the simple will 
slay them, and 
the complacency 
of fools will 
destroy them; 
But whoever 
listens to me will 
dwell safely, and 
will be secure, 
without fear of 
evil."   
Proverbs 1:20-33 
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A FEW NOTES ON THE ATONEMENT 
(Arminian view) 

 
 1.  God is the supreme ruler in a moral universe, and 
is therefore responsible for maintaining the honor and 
integrity of His government over that universe.  Such a 
responsibility has a two-fold aspect.  First, He must 
consistently enforce the holy principles of government, 
and manifest justice toward all who violate His laws.  
Second, He must be always concerned for the welfare of 
His creatures, protecting their interests and promoting 
virtue among them.  Punishment is administered not 
only because of the guilt of the sinner, though that is the 
primary reason; it also has a restraining influence upon 
all observers, reminding them of the danger of sin and 
encouraging them toward virtue.  For God to withhold 
punishment from the sinner would be to remove the 
restraining influence upon others, unless some substitute 
for punishment is introduced which will likewise 
demonstrate the holiness of God and the horror of sin. 
 2.  Sin, because of its extreme demerit, deserves 
eternal penalty.  Therefore, in the exercise of His justice, 
God must either punish sin with such eternal penalty or 
provide a substitute for punishment, which will equally 
maintain both the integrity of His government and the 
welfare of His creatures. 
 Here appears the critical difference between the 
satisfaction and governmental theories.  The former 
declares that all sin must be punished, while the latter 
asserts that punishment may be withheld and sin 
forgiven if a proper substitute for penalty is introduced. 
 3.  The motivating cause of redemption is God’s 
love.  While in His justice God fully recognizes sin as 
meriting punishment, in His love He desires to save men 
from punishment, if He can at the same time uphold the 
honor of His government and the welfare of his 
creatures.  This He has fully done in the atoning death of 
Jesus Christ.  The punishment of sin is thus not an 
absolute requirement of divine justice.  Because of the 
atonement, sin may be forgiven; and as we have already 
shown, if it is forgiven, it is not punished.  St. Paul 
declared that through the redemption in Christ Jesus, 
God has manifested His righteousness, “that he might be 
just, and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus” 
(Rom. 3:26).  To justify is to declare free from guilt and 
punishment.  God is right in doing so because of the 
atonement. 
 4.  The death of Christ was not a punishment for 
sins, as the satisfactionists assert, but rather a substitute 
for punishment.  The Scriptures never assert that Jesus 
took our guilt upon Himself, or that he was punished for 
our sins.  Instead, we are often told that Christ suffered 
for our sins.  For example, we read in 1 Peter 3:18, “For 
Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the 

unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death 
in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.” 
 This is not in the least to belittle the suffering of 
Christ on the cross.  In his prophecy Isaiah for the first 
time clearly identified the Messiah as the Lamb of God.  
He declared (53:5, 10-11), “He was wounded for our 
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the 
chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed….It pleased the Lord to bruise 
him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his 
soul an offering for sin,…the pleasure of the Lord shall 
prosper in his hand.  He shall see the travail of his soul, 
and shall be satisfied.” 
 There was surely a divine “satisfaction” in the death 
of Christ; it made possible the redemption of all 
mankind, especially of those who believe.  He fully bore 
the sins of the world.  But He did this as an “offering for 
sin,” as Isaiah said.  Priests pronounced over the heads 
of the animal offerings the sins of the people; but there 
was no thought that those animals were being punished.  
They were suffering and they were dying, that the 
human sinners might not have to suffer and die for those 
sins. 
 If Jesus had truly borne the full punishment for sins, 
He would have had to die eternally, for that was part of 
the penalty.  This He did not do, although “He tasted 
death for every man.”  Yet he suffered enough to satisfy 
equally well the demands of God’s justice, so that we 
might be freed from sin’s penalty. 
 2 Cor. 5:21 is frequently employed by Calvinists in 
their effort to prove that Jesus actually assumed the guilt 
of our sins.  Some have pressed the meaning of the verse 
farther and asserted that He became a sinner in behalf of 
all the elect.  The verse says, “For he hath made him to 
be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him.” 
 The common Arminian understanding is that Jesus 
was made a sin offering for us.  Ralston explained: 

 The sense evidently is, that Christ was made a 
sin-offering, as a substitute for us.  In no other sense 
can it be said that he “was made sin.”  The word 
hamartian, here rendered sin, is by Macnight and 
others translated sin-offering.  So it is frequently 
used in the Septuagint. . . . So also it is used in Heb. 
13:11: “for the bodies of those beasts, whose blood 
is brought into the sanctuary by the high-priest for 
(hamartias) a sin-offering.”  Now, it is clear, that the 
blood of beasts was offered “for sin” in no other 
sense than that of an expiation or atonement.  Hence, 
we perceive that Christ was “made sin for us” in no 
other sense than that of a vicarious offering.13



 The distinction between suffering and punishment is 
of real significance.  As we have earlier seen, if Jesus 
was punished for any man’s sins, then that man can 
never be punished for his own sins, for no sin can justly 
be punished twice.  Further, if Jesus was punished for 
our sins, then forgiveness is meaningless.  Sins may be 
either punished or forgiven, but not both.  If, as we 
assert, Jesus suffered as a substitute for punishment, then 
sinners, upon the basis of repentance and faith in Jesus 
Christ, may be forgiven of their sins.  If on the contrary, 
they refuse the substitute provided for them, they still 
merit punishment for all their sins, including that very 
sin of refusing the salvation provided through Jesus 
Christ. 
 5.  The suffering of Christ as a substitute for our 
punishment fully upholds the honor of divine 
government and exhibits the awful costliness of sin, 
while still providing a way whereby God can display His 
love in the pardon of penitent sinners. 
 We may all look upon the wonderous atonement and 
declare with St. Paul that God is just while He justifies 
those who believe on Jesus! 
 6.  Because of the substitutionary death of Christ, 
God now sincerely offers salvation to all men, as the 
Scriptures abundantly attest.  Salvation is conditional, 
however, and only those who repent and believe on 
Jesus Christ will be saved.  The atonement is unlimited, 
though its effects are limited, not by the sovereign will 
of God, but by the impenitence and unbelief of men. 
 
13 Thomas N. Ralston, Elements of Divinity (Salem, Ohio: 
Convention Book Store, 1971 reprint).  Pp. 226-27 
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Excerpt from Creeds in Contrast by Dr. Dale Yocum, 
Schmul Publishing Co., Inc. Salem, Ohio 1986 pp. 98-
100. (See our Book List.) 
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THE BOOK OF DANIEL 
BY PROFESSOR JOSEPH D. WILSON, D. D., THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY OF THE REFORMED EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, AUTHOR OF “DID DANIEL WRITE DANIEL?” (PUBLISHED IN 1909) 
 
 Modern objections to the Book of Daniel were started 
by German scholars who were prejudiced against the 
supernatural.  Daniel foretells events which have occurred 
in history.  Therefore, argue these scholars, the alleged 
predictions must have been written after the events. 
 But the supernatural is not impossible, nor is it 
improbable, if sufficient reason for it exists.  It is not 
impossible, for instance, that an event so marvelous as the 
coming of the Divine into humanity in the person of Jesus 
Christ should be predicted.  So far from being impossible, it 
seems to common sense exceedingly probable; and 
furthermore, it seems not unreasonable that a prophet 
predicting a great and far distant event, like that indicated 
above, should give some evidence to his contemporaries or 
immediate successors that he was a true prophet.  Jeremiah 
foretold the seventy years captivity.  Could his hearers be 
warranted in believing that?  Certainly.  For he also 
foretold that all those lands would be subjected to the king 
of Babylon.  A few years showed this latter prophecy to be 
true, and reasonable men believed the prediction about the 
seventy years. 
 But the attacks of the German scholars would have 
been innocuous had it not been for their copyists.  The 
German scholars—even theological professors—are not 
necessarily Christians.  Religion is with them an interesting 
psychological phenomenon.  Their performances are not 
taken too seriously by their compeers.  But outside of their 
learned circles a considerable number of writers and 
professors in schools, anxious to be in the forefront, have 
taken the German theories for proven facts, and by saying 
“all scholars are agreed,” etc., have spread an opinion that 
the Book of Daniel is a pious fraud. 
 There is another class of impugners of Daniel—good 
men, who do not deny the ability of God to interpose in 
human affairs and foretell to His servants what shall be 
hereafter.  These men, accepting as true what they hear 
asserted as the  judgment of “all scholars” and regretfully 
supposing that Daniel is a fiction, have endeavored to save 
something from the wreck of a book which has been the 
stay of suffering saints through the ages, by expatiating on 
its moral and religious teaching.  It is probable that these 
apologists—victims themselves of a delusion which they 
did not create but which they have hastily and foolishly 
accepted—have done more harm than the mistaken 
scholars or the hasty copyists, for they have fostered the 
notion that a fraud may be used for holy ends, and that a 
forger is a proper teacher of religious truth, and that the Son 
of God approved a lie. 
 The scholars find that in chapter 8 of Daniel, under the 
figure of a very little horn, Antiochus Epiphanes is 
predicted as doing much hurt to the Jews.  The vision is of 
the ram and he-goat which represent Persia and Greece, so 
specified by name.  A notable horn of the he-goat, 

Alexander the Great, was broken, and in its place came four 
horns, the four kingdoms into which the Greek empire was 
divided.  From one of these four sprang the little horn.  
That this refers primarily to Antiochus Epiphanes there is 
no doubt.  He died about 163 B.C.  The theory of the 
rationalistic critics is that some “pious and learned Jew” 
wrote the Book of Daniel at that time to encourage the 
Maccabees in their revolt against this bad king; that the 
book pretends to have been written in Babylon, 370 years 
before, in order to make it pass current as a revelation from 
God.  This theory has been supported by numerous 
arguments, mostly conjectural, all worthless and, in a 
recent publication, a few designedly delusive. 
 The imaginary Jew is termed “pious” because lofty 
religious ideas mark the book, and “learned” because he 
exhibits so intimate an acquaintance with the conditions 
and environments of the Babylonian court four centuries 
before his date.  But as no man, however learned, can write 
an extended history out of his own imagination without 
some inaccuracies, the critics have searched diligently for 
mistakes.  The chief of these supposed mistakes will be 
considered below. 
 We meet a difficulty at the threshold of the critics’ 
hypothesis.  Dan. 9:26 predicts the destruction of Jerusalem 
and the temple; a calamity so frightful to the Jewish mind 
that the Septuagint shrank from translating the Hebrew.  
What sort of encouragement was this?  The hypothesis 
limps at the threshold. 
 Having Antiochus Epiphanes in chapter 8 the 
rationalistic critics try to force it into chapter 7.  They find 
a little horn in chapter 7, and struggle to identify him with 
the “very little horn” of chapter 8.  There is no resemblance 
between them.  The words translated “little horn” are 
different in the different chapters.  The little horn of chapter 
7 springs up as an eleventh horn among ten kings.  He is 
diverse from other kings.  He continues till the Son of Man 
comes in the clouds of heaven and the kingdom which shall 
never be destroyed is set up.  Antiochus Epiphanes, the 
little horn of chapter 8, comes out of one of the four horns 
into which Alexander’s kingdom resolved itself.  He was 
not diverse from other kings, but was like scores of other 
bad monarchs, and he did not continue till the Son of Man. 
 These divergencies render the attempted identification 
absurd, but an examination of the two sets of prophecies in 
their entirety shows this clearly.  Chapters 2 and 7 are a 
prophecy of the world’s history to the end.  Chapters 8 and 
11 refer to a crisis in Jewish history, a crisis now long past. 
 Chapter 2, the Image with its head of gold, breast of 
silver, belly of brass, legs of iron, feet and toes of mingled 
iron and clay, tells of four world-kingdoms, to be 
succeeded by a number of sovereignties, some strong, some 
weak, which would continue till the God of heaven should 
set up a kingdom never to be destroyed.  Chapter 7, the 
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Four Beasts, is parallel to the Image.  The same four world-
empires are described; the fourth beast, strong and terrible, 
to be succeeded by ten kings, who should continue till the 
coming of the Son of Man, who should set up an 
everlasting kingdom. 
 These four world-empires were Babylon, Persia, 
Greece and Rome.  There have been no other world-
empires since.  Efforts have been made to unite the divided 
sovereignties of  Europe by royal intermarriages and by 
conquest, but the iron and clay would not cleave together.  
The rapidity of the Greek conquest is symbolized by the 
swift leopard with four wings; its division by four heads.  
The Roman empire is diverse from the others—it was a 
republic and its iron strength is dissipated among the 
nations which followed it and which exist today, still iron 
and clay. 
 These prophecies which are illustrated in every 
particular by history to the present moment stand in the 
way of the unbelieving theory.  The Roman empire, the 
greatest of all, must be eliminated to get rid of prediction, 
and any shift promising that end has been welcomed.  One 
set of critics makes the kingdom of the Seleucidae, which 
was one of the parts of the Greek empire, the fourth world-
kingdom, but it never was a world-kingdom.  It was part of 
the Greek empire—one of the four heads upon the leopard.  
Another set creates an imaginary Median empire between 
Babylon and Persia.  There was no such empire.  The 
Medo-Persian empire was one.  Cyrus, the Persian, 
conquered Babylon.  All history says so and the 
excavations prove it. 
 Among the nations which were to take the place of the 
fallen Roman empire, another power was to rise—“a little 
horn,” shrewd and arrogant.  It was to wear out the saints of 
the Most High, to be diverse from the other ten sovereign-
ties, to have the other sovereignties given into its hand, and 
to keep its dominion till the coming of the Son of Man. 
 Whatever this dread power is, or is to be, it was to 
follow the fall of the Roman empire and to rise among the 
nations which, ever since, in some form or other have 
existed where Rome once held sway.  Whether that power, 
differing from civil governments and holding dominance 
over them, exists now and has existed for more than a 
thousand years, or is to be developed in the future, it was to 
arise in the Christian era.  The words are so descriptive, 
that no reader would ever have doubted were it not that the 
prophecy involves prediction. 
 The attempt of the “very little horn” of chapter 8, 
Antiochus Epiphanes, to extirpate true religion from the 
earth, failed.  Yet it was well-nigh successful.  The majority 
of the nation were brought to abandon Jehovah and to serve 
Diana.  The high priest in Jerusalem sent the treasurers of 
the temple to Antioch as an offering to Hercules.  Jews out-
bade each other in their subservience to Antiochus.  His 
cruelties were great but his blandishments were more 
effective for his purpose; “by peace he destroyed many”.  
Idolatrous sacrifices were offered throughout Judea.  
Judaism was all but dead, and with its death the worship of 
the one God would have found no place in all the earth. 

 This prophecy encouraged the few faithful ones to 
resist the Greek and their own faithless fellow countrymen.  
God foresaw and forewarned.  The warning was unheeded 
by the mass of the Jews.  Sadduceeism then did not believe 
in the supernatural and it has repeated its disbelief.  
Fortunately there was a believing remnant and true religion 
was saved from extinction. 
 The Seventy Weeks (Dan. 9:24-27)  “Weeks” in this 
prophecy are not weeks of days but “sevens,” probably 
years, but whether astronomical years of 365 1/4 days or 
prophetic years of 360 days does not appear.  Our Lord’s 
saying when referring to the prophecy of Daniel (Matt. 
24:15), “Let him that readeth understand,” seems to 
indicate a peculiarity about the period foretold. 
 From the issuance of a commandment to restore and 
rebuild Jerusalem unto Messiah there would be sixty-nine 
sevens, i.e., 483 years.  Messiah would be cut off and have 
nothing, and the people of a prince would destroy 
Jerusalem and the temple. 
 It came to pass in the procuratorship of Pontius Pilate.  
Messiah appeared; He was cut off; He had nothing, no 
place to lay His head, nothing except a cross.  And before 
the generation which crucified Him passed away, the 
soldiers of the Roman emperor destroyed the city and 
sanctuary, slew all the priests and ended Jewish church and 
nation. 
 Unto Messiah the Prince there were to be 483 years 
from an edict to rebuild Jerusalem.  That edict was issued 
in the twentieth year of Artaxerxes Longimanus.  
Somewhere between 454 B.C. and 444 B.C. is the date, 
with the preponderance of opinion in favor of the later date.  
Four hundred and eighty-three years brings us to 29-39 
A.D.  Or, if prophetic years are meant, the terminus ad 
quem is 22-32 A.D.  Pontius Pilate was procurator of Judea 
from 26 A.D. to 36 A.D. 
 All this is plain enough, and if the words of Daniel had 
been written after the death of our Saviour and the fall of 
Jerusalem, no one could fail to see that Jesus Christ is 
indicated.  But if written in the exile this would be 
supernatural prediction, and hence the struggles of the 
critics to evade somehow the implications of the passage.  
To find some prominent person who was “cut off” prior to 
163 B.C. was the first desideratum.  The high priest Onias, 
who was murdered through the intrigues of rival candidates 
for his office, was the most suitable person.  He was in no 
respect the Messiah, but having been anointed he might be 
made to serve.  He died 171 B.C.  The next step was to find 
an edict to restore and rebuild Jerusalem, 483 years before 
171 B.C.  That date was 654 B.C., during the reign of 
Manasseh, son of Hezekiah.  No edict could be looked for 
there.  But by deducting 49 years, the date was brought to 
605 B.C., and as in that year Jeremiah had foretold (Jer. 
25:9) the destruction of Jerusalem, perhaps this would do. 
 There were two objections to this hypothesis; one, that 
a prophecy of desolation and ruin to a city and sanctuary 
then in existence was not a commandment to restore and 
rebuild, and the other objection was that this also was a  
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supernatural prediction, and as such, offensive to the 
critical mind.  Accordingly, recourse was had to the decree 
of Cyrus (Ezra 1:1-4) made in 536 B.C.  But the decree of 
Cyrus authorized, not the building of Jerusalem, but the 
building of the temple.  It is argued that forts and other 
defences, including a city wall must have been intended by 
Cyrus, and this would be rebuilding Jerusalem; but the 
terms of the edict are given and no such defences are 
mentioned.  Nor is it likely that a wise man like Cyrus 
would have intended or permitted a fortified city to be built 
in a remote corner of his empire close to his enemy, Egypt, 
with which enemy the Jews had frequently coquetted in 
previous years.  At all events, the city was not restored until 
the twentieth year of Artaxerxes, as appears from Neh. 2:3, 
8, 13, etc., where Nehemiah laments the defenceless 
condition of Jerusalem.  Permission to build could safely be 
given then, for Egypt had been conquered and the loyalty 
of the Jews to Persia had been tested.  Moreover, the date 
of Cyrus’ decree does not meet the conditions.  From 536 
B.C. to 171 B.C. is 365 years and not 483.  A “learned and 
pious Jew” would not have made such a blunder in 
arithmetic in foisting a forgery upon his countrymen. 
 There were four decrees concerning Jerusalem issued 
by the Persian court.  The first under Cyrus, alluded to 
above, the second under Darius Hystaspis. (Exra 6.)  The 
third in the seventh year of Artaxerxes.  (Ezra 7:12-26.)  
All of these concern the temple.  The fourth in the twentieth 
year of Artaxerxes was the only one to restore and rebuild a 
walled town. 
 The Book of Daniel was translated into Greek about 
123 B.C., forty years after the death of Antiochus 
Epiphanes.  This prophecy of the Seventy Weeks troubled 
the Jewish translators.  It foretold disaster to Jerusalem.  
City and sanctuary would be destroyed.  They had been 
destroyed 464 years before by Nebuchadnezzar.  Would 
they be destroyed again?  The translators were unwilling to 
believe that such a calamity would occur again.  Could they 
not make out that the words referred to the troubles under 
Antiochus?  It was true that he had destroyed neither city or 
temple, but he had polluted the temple.  Perhaps that was 
equivalent to destruction.  At all events they did not dare to 
say that another destruction of Jerusalem lay in the future. 
 But there stood the words.  From the going forth of 
commandment to restore Jerusalem unto Messiah the 
Prince would be seven weeks and three score and two 
weeks, 483 years.  They could no nothing with those 
words.  They left them out, and mangled the rest of the 
passage to give obscurely the impression that the disasters 
there foretold were a thing of the past. 
 This mistranslation of a Divine oracle to make it say 
what they wished it to say was a high-handed proceeding, 
but it did not prevent its fulfillment.  At the time appointed 
Messiah came and was crucified and Jerusalem fell.  The 
critics’ efforts to force some meaning, other than a 
prediction of Christ, into this prophecy is thus seen to be 
not without precedent. 

SUPPOSED INACCURACIES 
 But the rationalistic interpretations of the 
forementioned great prophecies are so unnatural, so 
evidently forced in order to sustain a preconceived theory, 
that they would have deceived none except those 
predisposed to be deceived.  Accordingly attempts have 
been made to discredit the Book of Daniel; to show that it 
could not have been written in Babylon; to expose 
historical inaccuracies and so forth.  The scholars 
discovered some supposed inaccuracies, and, the fashion 
having been set, the imitation scholars eagerly sought for 
more and with the help of imagination have compiled a 
considerable number.  They are in every case instances of 
the inaccuracy of the critics. 
 (1) First, may be mentioned, as the only one every 
having any weight, the fact that no historian mentions 
Belshazzar.  It was therefore assumed that “the learned and 
pious Jew”, whom the critics imagined, had invented the 
name.  Since 1854 this “inaccuracy” has disappeared from 
the rationalistic dictionaries and other productions.  The 
excavations have answered that. 
 (2) Disappointed at the discovery of the truth, the 
critics now find fault with the title “king” which Daniel 
gives to Belshazzar and assert that no tablets have been 
found dated in his reign.  It is not probable that any such 
tablets will be found, for his father outlived him and even 
though Belshazzar was co-king, his father’s name would be 
in the dates.  The tablets, however, show that Belshazzar 
was the commander of the troops, that he was the man of 
action—his father being a studious recluse—that he was the 
darling of the people and that the actual administration was 
in his hands.  He was the heir to the throne and even if not 
formally invested, was the virtual king in the eyes of the 
people. 
 (3) It is objected next that Belshazzar was not the son 
of Nebuchadnezzar as the queen mother says in Dan. 5:11.  
If he were the grandson through his mother the same 
language would be used, and the undisturbed reign of 
Nabonidus in turbulent Babylon is accounted for in this 
way. 
 (4) The quibble that the monuments do not say that 
Belshazzar was slain at the taking of Babylon is unworthy 
of the scholar who makes it.  It is admitted that Belshazzar 
was a prominent figure before the city was captured, that 
“the son of the king died” and that he then “disappeared 
from history”.  He was heir to the kingdom.  He was a 
soldier.  His dynasty was overthrown.  He disappeared 
from history.  Common sense can make its inference. 
 (5) It is hard, however, for the impugners of Daniel to 
let the Belshazzar argument go.  To have him appear 
prominently in the inscriptions, after criticism had decided 
that he never existed, is awkward.  Accordingly, we have a 
long dissertation (“Sayce’s Higher Crit. And Monuments,” 
497-531) showing that the claim of Cyrus to have captured 
Babylon without fighting is inconsistent with the accounts 
of the secular historians, which dwell upon the long siege,  



the desperate fighting, the turning of the river, the surprise 
at night, etc.  Very well, the two accounts are inconsistent.  
But what has this to do with Daniel?  His account is as 
follows: 
 “In that night was Belshazzar the Chaldean king slain, 
and Darius the Mede received the kingdom” (Dan. 5:31).  
Not a word about a siege, etc.  An account entirely 
consistent with the inscription of Cyrus.  And yet the critic 
has the audacity to say that “the monumental evidence has 
here pronounced against the historical accuracy of the 
Scripture narrative”!  (“H.C.&M.”, 531).  This is not 
criticism; it is misrepresentation. 
 (6) Daniel mentions the “Chaldeans” as a guild of 
wise men.  This has been made a ground of attack.  “In the 
time of the exile”, they tell us, “the Chaldeans were an 
imperial nation.  Four centuries afterward the term signified 
a guild; therefore, Daniel was written four centuries 
afterward”.  It is strange that none of the critics consulted 
Herodotus, the historian nearest to Daniel in time.  He 
visited Babylon in the same century with Daniel and uses 
the word in the same sense as Daniel and in no other.  
(Herod. 1:181, 185.) 
 (7) The Book of Daniel spells Nebuchadnezzar with an 
“n” in the penultimate instead of an “r”; therefore, the 
critics argue, it must have been written 370 years later.  But 
Ezra spells it with an “n”.  so do 2 Kings, 1 & 2 Chronicles, 
and so does Jeremiah seven times out of sixteen.  Jeremiah 
preceded Daniel and if either Kings or Chronicles was 
written in Babylon we have the same spelling in the same 
country and about the same time. 
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 (8) As to the Greek words in Daniel, relied on by 
Driver to prove a late date: when we discover that these are 
the names of musical instruments and that the Babylonians 
knew the Greeks in commerce and in war and realize that 
musical instruments carry their native names with them, 
this argument vanishes like the rest. 
 (9) But, it is urged, Daniel gives the beginning of the 
captivity (1:1) in the third year of Jehoiakim 606 B.C., 
whereas Jerusalem was not destroyed till 587 B.C., 
therefore, etc. 
 Daniel dates the captivity from the time that he and the 
other youths were carried away.  A glance at the history 
will suggest when that was.  Pharaoh Necho came out of 
Egypt against Babylon in 609 B.C.  He met and defeated 
Josiah at Megiddo.  He then marched on northward.  In 
three months he marched back to Egypt, having 
accomplished nothing against Babylon.  The interval, 609 
to 605 B.C., was the opportunity for Nebuchadnezzar.  He 
secured as allies or as subjects the various tribes in 
Palestine, as appears from Berosus.  Among the rest 
“Jehoiakim (2 Kings 24:1) became his servant three years”.  
During that time he took as guests or as hostages the noble 
youths.  At the end of the three years, in 605, Necho re-
appeared on his way to fatal Carchemish.  Jehoiakim 
renounced Nebuchadnezzar, and sided with Necho.  A 
merciful Providence counted the seventy years captivity 
from the very first deportation and Daniel tells us when that 
was.  The captivity ended in 536 B.C. 

 (10) The Aramaic.  One critic said Aramaic was not 
spoken in Babylon.  Others, not so self-confident, said the 
Aramaic in Babylon was different from Daniel’s Aramaic.  
None of them knew what Aramaic was spoken in Babylon.  
There was Ezra’s Aramaic.  It was like Daniel’s and Ezra 
was a native of Babylon.  To save their argument they then 
post-dated Ezra too. 
 In 1906 and 1908, there were unearthed papyrus rolls 
in Aramaic written in the fifth century, B.C.  it is 
impossible to suggest redactors and other imaginary 
persons in this case, and so the Aramaic argument goes the 
way of all the rest.  Before these recent finds the Aramaic 
weapon had begun to lose its potency.  The clay tablets, 
thousands of which have been found in Babylonia, are legal 
documents and are written in Babylonian.  Upon the backs 
of some of them were Aramaic filing marks stating in brief 
the contents.  These filings were for ready reference and 
evidently in the common language of the people, the same 
language which the frightened Chaldeans used when the 
angry monarch threatened them. (Dan. 2:4.) 
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THE WARS OF THE PTOLEMIES AND SELEUCIDAE 
 

 The greater part of the eleventh chapter in Daniel has been historically fulfilled.  It is an interesting study.  So 
accurate are the predictions that the enemies of the Bible have tried their very best to show that Daniel did not write 
these prophecies several hundred years before they occurred.  But they have failed in their miserable attempts.  We 
place the startling evidence before our readers.   Arno C. Gabelian 
 
 

PROPHECY GIVEN B.C. 534 
 “And now will I shew thee the truth.  Behold, there 
shall stand up yet three kings in Persia; and the fourth 
shall be far richer than they all: and by his strength 
through his riches he shall stir up all against the realm of 
Grecia.”  (Verse 2.) 

 
FULFILLMENT 

 See Ezra 4:5-24.  The three kings were: Ahasuerus, 
Artaxerxes and Darius, known in history as Cambyses, 
Pseudo Smerdis, and Darius Hystaspis (not Darius the 
Mede).  The fourth one was Xerxes, who, as history tells 
us, was immensely rich.  The invasion of Greece took 
place in 480 B.C.

 “And a mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule 
with great dominion, and do according to his will.”  
(Verse 3.) 

 The Successors of Xerxes are not mentioned.  The 
mighty king in this verse is the notable horn seen by 
Daniel on the he-goat in chapter 8, Alexander the Great, 
335 B.C.

 “And when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be 
broken, and shall be divided toward the four winds of 
heaven; and not to his posterity, nor according to his 
dominion which he ruled: for his kingdom shall be 
plucked up even for others besides those.”  (Verse 4.) 

 B.C. 323.  Alexander died young.  The notable horn 
was broken.  His kingdom was divided into four parts 
(four winds) after the battle of Ipsus 301 B.C.  His 
posterity did not receive the kingdom, but his four 
generals, Ptolemy, Lysimachus, Seleucus Nicator and 
Cassander.  Not one of these divisions reached to the 
glory of Alexander’s dominion.

 “And the king of the south shall be strong, and one 
of his princes; and he shall be strong above him, and 
have dominion; his dominion shall be a great dominion.” 
(Verse 5.) 

 Asia and Greece are not followed but Syria and 
Egypt become prominent, because the King of the North 
from Syria, and the King of the South, Egypt, were to 
come in touch with the Jews.  The holy land became 
involved with both.  The King of the South was Ptolemy 
Lagus.  One of his princes was Seleucus Nicator.  He 
established a great dominion, which extended to the 
Indus.

 “And in the end of years they shall join themselves 
together; for the king’s daughter of the South shall come 
to the King of the North to make an agreement; but she 
shall not retain the power of the arm; neither shall he 
stand, nor his arm: but she shall be given up, and they 
that brought her, and he that begat her, and he that 
strengthened her in these times.”  (Verse 6.) 

Here is another gap.  This verse takes us to 250 B.C.  
The two who make an alliance are the Kings of the 
North (Syrian division of the Grecian Empire) and the 
South (Egypt).  This alliance was effected by the 
marriage of the daughter of the King of the South, the 
Egyptian Princess Berenice, daughter of Ptolemy II., to 
Antiochus Theos, the King of the North.  The agreement 
was that Antiochus had to divorce his wife and make any 
child of Berenice his heir in the Kingdom. The agree- 
ment ended in calamity.  When Ptolemy died Antiochus 
Theos in 247 called back his former wife.  Berenice and 
her young son were poisoned and the first wife’s son, 
Callinicus, was put on the throne as Seleucus II.

 “But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up 
in his estate, which shall come with an army, and shall 
enter into the fortress of the King of the North, and shall 
deal against them, and shall prevail.”  (Verse 7.) 

 The one out of her roots (Berenice, who had been 
murdered) was her own brother, Ptolemy Euergetes, who 
avenged her death.  He conquered Syria.  He dealt 
against Seleucus II, King of the North, and slew the wife 
of Antiochus Theos, who had Berenice poisoned.  He 
seized the fortress, the port of Antioch.
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 “And shall also carry captives into Egypt their gods, 
with their princes, and with their precious vessels of 
silver and gold; and he shall continue more years than 
the King of the North.”  (Verse 8) 

 Ptolemy Euergetes did exactly as predicted.  He 
returned with 4,000 talents of gold and 40,000 talents of 
silver and 2,500 idols and idolatrous vessels.  Many of 
these Cambyses had taken to Persia.

 “So the King of the South shall come into his 
kingdom, and shall return into his own land.”  (Verse 9.) 
 (Literal translation): “and the same [King of the 
North] shall come into the realm of the King of the 
South, but shall return into his own land.” 

 In 240 B.C. Seleucus Callinicus the King of the 
North invaded Egypt.  He had to return defeated.  His 
fleet perished in a storm.

 “But his sons shall be stirred up, and shall assemble 
a multitude of great forces; and one shall certainly come 
and overflow, and pass through: then shall he return, and 
be stirred up, even to his fortress.”  (Verse 10.) 

 The sons of Seleucus Callinicus were Seleucus III 
and Antiochus the Great.  Seleucus (Ceraunos) III began 
war against Egyptian Provinces in Asia Minor.  He was 
unsuccessful.  The other son Antioch invaded Egypt and 
passed through because Ptolemy Philopater did not 
oppose him.  In 218 B.C. Antiochus continued his 
warfare and took the fortress of Gaza.

 “And the King of the South shall be moved with 
choler, and shall come forth and fight with him, even 
with the King of the North: and he shall set forth a great 
multitude but the multitude shall be given into his hand.” 
(Verse 11.) 

 In 217 B.C. Ptolemy aroused himself and fought 
Antiochus the Great with an immense army.  He 
defeated Antiochus.  The multitude was given into the 
hands of Ptolemy Philopater.

 “And when he hath taken away the multitude, his 
heart shall be lifted up; and he shall cast down many ten 
thousands: but he shall not be strengthened by it.”  
(Verse 12.) 
 (Literal:  “And the multitude shall rise up and his 
courage increase.”) 

 The people of Egypt rose up and the weakling 
Ptolemy became courageous.  His victory is again 
referred to.  It was won at Raphia.  He might have 
pressed his victory.  But he did not make use of it but 
gave himself up to a licentious life.  Thus “he was not 
strengthened by it.” 

 “For the King of the North shall return and shall set 
forth a multitude greater than the former, and shall 
certainly come after certain years with a great army and 
with much riches.”  (Verse 13.) 

 About 14 years later, 203 B.C., Antiochus assembled 
a great army, greater than the army which was defeated 
at Raphia, and turned against Egypt.  Ptolemy Philopater 
had died and left an infant son Ptolemy Epiphanes.

 “And in those times there shall many stand up 
against the King of the South: also the robbers of thy 
people shall exalt themselves to establish the vision; but 
they shall fall.”  (Verse 14.) 

 Antiochus had for his ally Philip, King of Macedon.  
Also in Egypt many rebels stood up.  And then there 
were, as we read in Josephus, wicked Jews, who helped 
Antiochus.  These “robbers of thy people” established 
the vision.  They helped along the very things which had 
been predicted, as to trials for them.

 “So the King of the North shall come, and cast up a 
mount, and take the most fenced cities: and the arms of 
the south shall not withstand, neither his chosen people, 
neither shall there be any strength to withstand.”  (Verse 
15.) 

 All this was fulfilled in the severe struggles, which 
followed.

 “But he that cometh against him shall do according 
to his own will, and none shall stand before him: and he 
shall stand in the glorious land, which by his hand shall 
be consumed.”  (Verse 16.) 

 The invasion of the glorious land by Antiochus 
followed.  He subjected the whole land unto himself.  He 
also was well disposed towards the Jews because they 
sided with Antiochus the Great against Ptolemy 
Epiphanes. 
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 He shall also set his face to enter with the strength of 
his whole kingdom, and upright ones with him;  thus 
shall he do: and he shall give him the daughter of 
women, corrupting her: but she shall not stand on his 
side, neither be for him.”  (Verse 17.) 

 This brings us to the years 198-195 B.C.  Antiochus 
aimed to get full possession of Egypt.  And agreement 
was made.  In this treaty between Antiochus and 
Ptolemy Epiphanes, Cleopatra, daughter of Antiochus 
was espoused to Ptolemy.  Why is Cleopatra called 
“daughter of women?”  Because she was very young and 
was under the care of her mother and grandmother.  The 
treaty failed.

 “After this shall he turn his face unto the isles, and 
shall take many:  but a prince [literally: Captain] for his 
own behalf shall cause the reproach offered by him to 
cease; without his own reproach he shall cause it to turn 
upon him.”  (Verse 18.) 

 A few years later Antiochus conquered isles on the 
coast of Asia Minor.  
 The captain predicted is Scipio Asiaticus.  Antiochus 
had reproached the Romans by his acts and he was 
defeated.  This defeat took place at Magnesia 190 B.C.

 “Then he shall turn his face toward the fort of his 
own land: but he shall stumble and fall, and not be 
found.”  (Verse 19.) 

 Antiochus returns to his own land.  He came to a 
miserable end trying to plunder the temple of Belus in 
Elymais.

 “Then shall stand up in his estate a raiser of taxes in 
the glory of the kingdom: but within few days he shall 
be destroyed, neither in anger, nor in battle.”  (Verse 20.) 

 This is Seleucus Philopater B.C. 187-176.  He was 
known as a raiser of taxes.  He had an evil reputation 
with the Jews because he was such an exactor among 
them.  His tax-collector Heliodorus poisoned him and so 
he was slain “neither in anger, nor in battle.”

 “And in his estate shall stand up a vile person, to 
whom they shall not give the honor of the kingdom: but 
he shall come in peaceably, and obtain the kingdom by 
flatteries.”  (Verse 21.) 

 This vile person is none other than Antiochus 
Epiphanes.  He had no claim on royal dignities, being 
only a younger son of Antiochus the Great.  He seized 
royal honors by trickery and with flatteries.  He is the 
little horn of chapter 8.

 “And with the arms of a flood shall they be 
overflown from before him, and shall be broken; yea, 
also the prince of the covenant.”  (Verse 22.) 

 He was successful in defeating his enemies.  The 
Prince of the covenant may mean his nephew Ptolemy 
Philometor.  He also vanquished Philometor’s generals.

 “And after the league made with him he shall work 
deceitfully: for he shall come up, and shall become 
strong with a small people.”  (Verse 23.) 

 He feigned friendship to young Ptolemy but worked 
deceitfully.  To allay suspicion he came against Egypt 
with a small force but took Egypt as far as Memphis.

 “He shall enter peaceably even upon the fattest 
places of the province; and he shall do that which his 
fathers have not done, nor his father’s father; he shall 
scatter among them the prey, and spoil, and riches: yea, 
and he shall forecast his devices against the strongholds, 
even for a time.”  (Verse 24.) 

 He took possession of the fertile places in Egypt 
under the pretense of peace.  He took Pelusium and laid 
siege to the fortified places Naucratis and Alexandria.

 “And he shall stir up his power and his courage 
against the King of the South with a great army; and the 
King of the South shall be stirred up to battle with a very 
great and mighty army; but he shall not stand: for they 
shall forecast devices against him.”  (Verse 25.) 

 This King of the South is Ptolemy Physcon, who 
was made king after Philometor had fallen into the hands 
of Antiochus.  He had a great army but did not succeed, 
because treason had broken out in his own camp.

 “Yea, they that feed of the portion of his meat shall 
destroy him, and his army shall overflow: and many 
shall fall down slain.”  (Verse 26.) 

 Additional actions of Antiochus and warfare, in 
which he was successful, followed.

 “And both these kings’ hearts shall be to do 
mischief, and they shall speak lies at one table; but it 
shall not prosper: for yet the end shall be at the time 
appointed.”  (Verse 27.) 

 The two kings are Antiochus Epiphanes and his 
associate Philometor.  They made an alliance against 
Ptolemy Euergetes II, also called Physcon.  But they 
spoke lies against each other and did not succeed in their 
plans.



PROPHECY GIVEN B.C. 534 FULFILLMENT
 “Then shall he return into his land with great riches; 
and his heart shall be against the holy covenant; and he 
shall do exploits, and return to his own land.”   
(Verse 28.) 

 In 168 B.C. he returned from his expedition and had 
great riches.  Then he marched through Judea and did his 
awful deeds.  A report had come to his ears that the 
Jewish people had reported him dead.  In the first and 
second book of the Maccabees we read of his atrocities.  
Then he retired to Antioch.

 “At the time appointed he shall return, and come 
toward the South; but it shall not be as the former, or as 
the latter.”  (Verse 29.) 

 He made still another attempt against the South.  
However, he had not the former success.

 “For the ships of Chittim shall come against him; 
therefore he shall be grieved, and return, and have 
indignation against the holy covenant: so shall he do; he 
shall even return, and have intelligence with them that 
forsake the holy covenant.”  (Verse 30.) 

 The ships of Chittim are the Roman fleet.  When 
within a few miles of Alexandria he heard that ships had 
arrived.  He went to salute them.  They delivered to him 
the letters of the senate, in which he was commanded, on 
pain of the displeasure of the Roman people, to put an 
end to the war against his nephews.  Antiochus said, ‘he 
would go and consult his friends;” on which Popilius, 
one of the legates, took his staff, and instantly drew a 
circle round Antiochus on the sand, where he stood; and 
commanded him not to pass that circle, till he had given 
a definite answer.  As a grieved and defeated man he 
returned and then he fell upon Judea once more to 
commit additional wickedness.  Apostate Jews sided 
with him.

 “And arms shall stand on his part, and they shall 
pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the 
daily sacrifice, and they shall place the abomination that 
makes desolate.”  (Verse 31.) 

 This brings us to the climax of the horrors under 
Antiochus Epiphanes.  The previous record of it is 
contained in chapter 8.  He sent Apollonius with over 
20,000 men to destroy Jerusalem.  Multitudes were slain, 
and women and children led away as captives.  He 
issued a command that all people must conform to the 
idolatry of Greece.  A wicked Grecian was sent to 
enforce the word of Antiochus.  All sacrifices ceased and 
the God-given ceremonials of Judaism came to an end.  
The temple was polluted by the sacrifices of swine’s 
flesh.  The temple was dedicated to Jupiter Olympius.  
Thus the prediction was fullilled.

 “And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall 
he corrupt by flatteries: but the people that do know their 
God shall be strong, and do exploits. 
 “And they that understand among the people shall 
instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by 
flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days. 
 “Now when they shall fall, they shall be helped with 
a little help: but many shall cleave to them with 
flatteries.”  (Verses 32-34.) 

 These verses describe the condition among the 
Jewish people.  There were two classes.  Those who did 
wickedly against the covenant, the apostate, and those 
who knew God, a faithful remnant.  The apostates sided 
with the enemy, and the people who knew God were 
strong.  This has reference to the noble Maccabees.  
There was also suffering and persecution. 
 
Excerpt from The Fundamentals – A Testimony to the Truth 
Edited by R.A. Torrey, A.C. Dixon and Others, Baker Books, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, 2003, Vol 2, pp. 135-143.  (See our 
Book List.) 
 

If you want “a word from God” don’t listen to false 
prophets like Joseph Smith or Brigham Young or Benny 
Hinn and Juanita Bynum, et al. --- Take our Bible 
course.  We’ll teach you what the Bible says and what it 
means. J.P. Editor. 
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WE GET LETTERS 
 

We do NOT have a Pen-Pal Program.  
 
Jesus People, 
 Thank you for the books for all the women on the A-
yard here.  This is separate from the main prison.  There are 
over 700 women here.  We had no Christian books or 
Bibles… 
Chaplain Delia Stretch 
Women’s Prison, Chowchilla, CA 
 

Editor:  We sent approximately 175 books to them.  I have 
sent over $60,000 worth of books and Bibles to Chowchilla 
Prison alone in the last 3 years.  It is the nations largest 
prison for women. – over 14,000 inmates. 
 
Dear Mr. Adcock, 
 God bless you and thank you for all the times you have 
so generously donated your books to our chapel here.  The 
books are so popular and frequently checked out, that most 
are worn out.  We were wondering if it might be possible to 
receive another shipment of books from you.   
 I am aware you sent one of my volunteers on the 
receiving yard some books.  That is appreciated but we need 
books for our main yard chapel library. 
Chaplain Mary Adele Appleby 
Valley State Women’s Prison, Chowchilla, CA 
 

Editor:  I could only send approximately 300 books.  If I 
had the financial means I could have sent 10,000 and they 
would be read over and over again.  I need financial help. 
 
Jesus People, 
 I am requesting your free Bible course for teenagers.  I 
do not attend church because my father will not allow me.  
Please pray for him. 
Misty Heacock, 
Louisville, Kentucky 
 
Jesus People, 
 I read two of your tracts about deception and the one 
you have explaining judging…  I am a backslidden believer. 
 My dad is a pastor of a Calvary Chapel church--I’m a 
preacher’s kid.  I want your help… 
Chris Denning 
Pleasant Valley Prison, Coalinga, CA 
 
Dear Tom, 
 I want to thank you for all the materials you have sent 
to me…  Who is Arnold Murray?  I was into the dark side 
of Satanism and the darker the better I thought.  Now I sit 
here in Ad-Seg., in a space that’s barely able to fit two 
people…  Tom, I praise God for his grace.  He is healing 
me but it is taking a long time… 
Kathryn Maurer, 
Valley Women’s Prison, Chowchilla, CA 
 

Editor:  I could write a complete newsletter on this woman 
and the subject of Satanism, but would rather just state 
“Jesus is Powerful over all other powers.”  Just a warning to 
those “playing in the occult”—You will get burned, and 
unless you find the real Jesus—Burned eternally. 

 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 I am a Christian and take my walk with the 
Lord seriously.  I try to live as well as study God’s word.  
Prison is one of the needed places for the word of God.  
Please send me 800 tracts in English and 200 in Spanish.  I 
will get them out… 
Aaron Ball, 
Federal Correctional Complex, Colemen, FL 
 

Editor:  We sent them.  Christians in the free world should 
be this dedicated. 
 
Jesus People, Greetings… 
 Do you have information on Church of God 7th Day?  
My girlfriend is going there and they seem awfully 
legalistic… 
Craig Talmadge 
Stafford Creek Correction Center, Aberdeen, WA 
 
Brother Tom Adcock, 
 I have been studying the Word of God for 8 years and 
now finally realize I need to not just read books but 
compare them with the Bible myself…  I’m asking your 
help with this doctrine of “Election”.  I’ve been studying 
Boyce who was a student of Hodge.  I’m not sure about this 
“Calvinistic” explanation of things and request you to help 
me get a clear understanding… 
Frederick Davidson 
State Prison, Soledad, CA 
 

Editor:  The atonement of Jesus was substitutionary (but not 
in the way Calvinists teach).  It is also satisfactory and a 
ransom for all who believe.  It is a universal atonement.  I 
sent him a few books to read, alongside his Bible. 
 
Jesus People, 
 I am a prisoner here and would like Christian materials 
to read… 
Samuel Perry, 
Shelby County Penal Farm, Memphis, TN 
 
Jesus People, 
 Thank you for all these lessons and books.  I have 
learned so much from your course… 
Ricky Wiltshire, 
Ellis One Unit, State Prison, Huntsville, TX 
 
Jesus People, 
 Can you give me your book “Coping with Cults” and 
explain Calvinism to me.  There is a lot of Calvinism here… 
Johnny Ray Brumana 
State Prison, Corcoran, CA 
 
Brother Tom, 
Thanks for reminding us we need to be in the streets as well 
as in the church… 
Donna Thompson 
Mt. Angel, OR 
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Jesus People, 
 Please pray for us.  We have no chapel and no Christian 
books and few good visitors… 
Robert Easter, 
Tomoka Correctional East, Daytona Beach, FL 
 

Editor:  He’s got some books now.  But I need help.  The 
prisons are wide open for me and I need financial 
assistance.  We have no church or government support. 
 
Jesus People, 
 Hello…  I’m a Native American and need help.  I now 
know it’s by God’s grace that I’m in here now.  I have to 
fight the demons that try to separate my heart and mind 
from love and joy… 
Pete Cupis, 
State Prison, Florence, AZ 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
 I was told you would send me your free magazine.  
Could you please send me information on Masonry and 
Idolatry also. 
William Seyler, 
Elmore County Jail, Wetumpka, AL 
 
Jesus People, 
 A friend in here told me about you.  Will you please 
send me your free magazine and Bible course… 
Jason Henden 
Rio Consumnes Correction Center, Elk Grove, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
 I have been transferred here… I’m very interested in 
any Christian literature you have on homosexuality, because 
I am bi-sexual… 
Tim Groux 
State Prison, Lancaster, CA 
 
Greetings, 
 I really don’t know what to say but I’m going to give it 
a shot….I’m back in here for parole violation, drugs.  I am a 
born-again Christian but had to get locked up to cure my 
addiction.  Others here told me you have the best free Bible 
course they have ever seen and I want it please… 
Charles Waters, 
Branchville Correctional Facility, Tell City, IN 
 
Jesus People, 
Thank you for the literature you sent.  I want to have some 
more books about Jesus and how to become a Christian… 
Daniel Courson, 
Walton Correctional Inst. DeFuniak Springs, FL 
 
Jesus People, 
 It’s been awhile since I’ve heard from you…some 
people on the yard are saying the Holy Spirit is the Angel 
Gabriel.  Do you have information on this? 
Gerardo Cortez 
State Prison, San Luis Obispo, CA 
 

Tom, 
 Thank you so much for the free book “Live Like a 
Jesus Freak”.  It really helps me… 
Kenneth Merrifield, 
State Prison, Lancaster, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
I’d like some more Christian books and your free 
newsletter… 
George Campus 
Ironwood State Prison, Blythe, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
 I want to thank you for your constant support in helping 
me stay close to Christ.  I have to work at it in here…  
Please send me more Christian literature… 
Jeff Brown 
Polk Youth Institution, Butner, NC 
 
Tom, 
 I can use more tracts as I want to pass them out from 
Mexico to San Diego… 
Stephen Hall 
San Diego, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
 The words of your newsletter another inmate showed 
me gave me hope and I glorified the name of Jesus.  Today I 
received the Christian literature I had asked you for and I’m 
standing on my promise to write and thank you. 
Anthony Daniels, 
State Prison, San Diego, CA 
 
Tom, 
 My cousin is in prison at Calipatria and I told him how 
Jesus had changed your life.  He admits he needs help and is 
ready to listen…  Can you send him a Bible?… 
Dale Mayhew 
State Prison, Calipatria, CA 
 
Brethren, 
 Your literature has been a tremendous help to me and 
those I disciple in here, please we need more books… 
Charles Richards, 
State Prison, Frackville, PA 
 
Dear Saints of God, 
 I will like you to assist us with Christian books, 
newspapers and tracts.  We as Jesus People are warning the 
lost souls of the impending disasters of the near future… 
Pastor Joe David, 
Nigeria, West Africa 
 
Jesus People, 
 Two other guys and me are starting to study the Bible 
together.  Can I have your free Bible course to help us 
along… 
Vince Martinez 
State Prison, Avenal, CA 
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Dear Jesus People, 
 I am 18 years old and doing a 5 year sentence.  I never 
knew nothing about God until 7 months ago.  I met this man 
named Terry Webb and I didn’t want to hear what he had to 
say about the Bible.  But he never gave up and talked to me 
every day about Jesus.  I became very interested and Mr. 
Webb left and gave me his Bible.  I talked to my counselor 
and he looked up your address on the www.  I would like 
your free Bible course… 
Jacob Berger 
County Corrections, Memphis, TN 
 
Fellow Christians, 
 I am in prison, but I’m a Christian.  Can you send me 
information on Islam, Buddhists, Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
Mormons please.. 
Raul Mandolia 
State Prison, Cotulla, TX 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
 I’ve been reading your newsletter for 8 years.  I save 
them and read them over and over.  I gave the one on 
Calvinism to some people because so many are being taught 
that here by the chaplain.  Some of the men rejected 
Calvinism because they saw the need that they HAD TO 
confess their sins after they had been saved… 
 Can you send me some books explaining the problems 
with believing in Calvinism… 
David Hassel 
State prison, Vacaville, CA 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 After 6 months in here I rededicated my life to Jesus…I 
study my Bible intensely but I need some help with 
understanding some things…  One more thing, can you 
send my children’s mother a Bible, she doesn’t have one… 
Brian Ledford, 
Buncombe Detention Center, Asheville, NC 
 
Hello, 
 My room mate said you had a great free Bible course… 
 Will you give me the course and a Bible please… 
Walter Arnold 
Polk Youth Institute, Butner, NC 
 
Jesus People, 
 I am 51 years old and have been in prison for 10 years. 
 Now I want to study the Bible.  Will you send me your free 
Bible course, please… 
Larry Jordan 
Pendleton Correction Facility, Pendleton, IN 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
 I am writing to thank you for the books you sent me.  I 
don’t have no one to write me and you have made me 
blessed.  Can you pray also for my brother James… 
Esperanza Gabot 
Valley Women’s Prison, Chowchilla, CA 

Jesus People,  
 I saw your address and offer for free magazine stamped 
on a book in here.  I have no set religion.  I honestly never 
really gave it much thought until I picked up and read one 
of the Christian books in here.  I have been seriously lost for 
a long time and now I want your help to learn about God 
and Jesus. 
Joseph Taebuskovich 
Waupun Correctional Institute, Waupun, WI 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
 Here are my answers to this lesson.  Can you please 
send me the book the “Cult of Jabez” with my next lesson.  
The book the “Prayer of Jabez” is deceiving some people in 
here with false promises… 
J. S. Kincaid 
North Central Correctional Institution, Marion, Ohio 
 
Editor:  This man is more discerning than most church 
people.  The prayer of Jabez is just another gimmick to 
appeal to the fallen nature of greed.  It’s disgusting that 
“these kind of books” are Christian best sellers. 
 
Jesus People, 
 Can you please help me with a Spanish Bible.  I witness 
to men in here who only speak Spanish and this will help 
me… 
Carlos Perez, 
State Prison, Avenal, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
 I am serving a 18 year sentence here.  I found out about 
your organization from other books I’ve seen people read.  I 
would like your free Bible course.  I was saved in 1997… 
John Miller, 
State Prison, Florence, AZ 
 
Jesus People, 
 I have four years left to serve on assault II.  I was 
wondering if you would send me your free Bible course… 
Michael Aubrey 
Snake River Correctional Facility, Ontario, OR 
 
Dear Brothers, 
 Please put me on your mailing list for your free 
magazine and can you give me the 3 following books… 
John Mear 
State Prison, Dallas PA 
 
Jesus People, 
 I do highly appreciate your prayers for me.  I wish to be 
enrolled in your free Bible course… 
Edmund Foronda 
Maui Correctional Community Center 
Ivailuku, Hawaii 
 
Jesus People, 
 I found an old newsletter of yours and from it I have 
learned the truth about which I was confused.  Please put 
me on your list to get your newsletters… 
Johnny Arroyo, 
Prison, Jessup, MD 



Dear Jesus People, 
I just read one of your newspapers and would like more.  I 
also need to know what is Oneness Pentecostalism? 
Gaston Chen, 
State Prison, Avenal, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
I found your name on a list here.  I would like your free 
Bible studies… 
Steven DeGraff, 
Torrance County Detention Facility, Estancia, NM 
 
Jesus People, 
Can you send me any material on the truths of the Bible vs. 
Islam.  We Christians here are fighting for souls and we 
need the books you have to help us… 
Russell Nestor, 
U.S. Federal Prison, Coleman, FL 
 
Jesus People, 
 Thank you for the information on the lies of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.  I thank you for opening my eyes.  Do you have 
any readings to help me with my homosexuality.  I have 
been in this for over 30 years.  Please help me.  I am 
allowed up to 4 books at a time. 
Kenneth Major, 
Tomoka Correctional Institute, Daytona Beach, FL 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
 You are a blessing from God.  I read your book “5 
Points of Calvinism” and “What Love Is This-Calvin’s 
Misrepresenting God” and all my head is clear now.  Please 
send us more books about this subject… 
R. Ramirez, 
State Prison, Corcoran, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
 Thank you so much for your letters and books.  I have 
been able to respond to heretics in here that teach the 
Jehovah’s Witness doctrine, 7th Day Adventists, and the 
many Mormons… 
S.T. Lewandowski, 
State Prison, Buckeye, AZ 
 
Dear Brother Adcock, 
 It’s a battle out in the spiritual trenches.  Fighting evil 
is better than going along to get along.  Your newsletters 
sharpen and challenge us Christians to where the battle 
really is.  Too many churches now are just a religious 
business, preaching a lot of recycled baby food.  Keep the 
newsletters coming and I will keep witnessing for Jesus. 
Tom Long, 
North Vernon, IN 
 
Jesus People, 
 Hello… How can you help me in my miserable 
existence?  I have no friends outside now… 
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Delonzo Gallon, 
High Desert Prison, Susanville, CA 

Dear Jesus People, 
I am serving a life sentence here.  I heard about you and 
wonder if you have a couple of good Christian Pentecostal 
books to send me… 
Lonnie Cowan, 
Arkansas Dept of Corrections, Dermott, AR 
 
Dear Mr. Adcock, 
 I started getting your newsletter 12 years ago when I 
sought help from you regarding my sister who was in a cult. 
 I want to tell you she is sold out to Jesus.  She and her 
entire family are missionaries.  I appreciate your dedication 
to the Lord and His word. 
L. Mintey, 
San Mateo, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
 Would you send me some information about Jehovah’s 
Witnesses.  Are they in the truth?   
Humie Hensley, 
Walton Correctional Institution, DeFuniak Springs, FL 
 
Jesus People,  
 I read one of the books you sent here and I accepted the 
Lord in my heart… 
Julie Bernal, 
Valley Women’s Prison, Chowchilla, CA 
 
Hello, 
 The “Gospel Tract and Bible Society” recommended 
your ministry to me for a trustworthy free Bible course… 
Ronald Aguon, 
Chuckawalla State Prison, Blythe, CA 
 
Jesus People, 
 I’m writing to ask for your free Bible course… 
Barbara Ward, 
Women’s Prison, Nashville, TN 
 
Dear Jesus People, 
I am reading a book you sent here called “Hidden Hurts” by 
Kay Zibolsky.  Inside it says “free magazine”  Can you send 
me one please.  I am enjoying this book.  It is just what I 
needed at this time. 
Susan Garrison, 
Lowell Correctional Annex for Women, Lowell, FL 
 
Dear Tom, 
 There is so much taking salvation for granted by some 
people in here.  They say once they are saved, they are saved 
forever and their sins already are covered over… Please send 
me those good books you have about this subject. 
Charles White, 
Pamlico Correction Center, Bayboro, NC 
 

Editor:  Either these men never were saved,  
or they have, as the Bible states,  
departed from the faith. 
 

And the letters keep 
coming, every day. 
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WHAT IS YOUR AUTHORITY? 
An examination of the Mormon Priesthoods  

in the light of God’s Word, the Bible 
 
 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
claims to be the only true church on earth today.1  They 
also claim to hold the only true priesthood authority.2  
Supposedly the Aaronic priesthood was conferred on 
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery on May 15, 1829, and 
then, sometime in June of the same year, Peter, James 
and John supposedly appeared and conferred the 
Melchizedek priesthood to them.3  When Christians 
attempt to confront the teachings of the LDS Church, the 
frequent response of the Mormon is “What is your 
authority?”  Mormons truly believe they have a special 
authority from God as presented by the priesthood.  But, 
the question we must ask is this—does the Bible support 
these ideas?  Does the Bible present a special priesthood 
authority as the Mormon Church claims?  Let’s examine 
this idea. 
 
THE AARONIC PRIESTHOOD 
 The presentation of the Aaronic priesthood as found 
in the Bible demonstrates clearly that Aaronic priests 
were ordained to that position in quite a different way 
than LDS men are today.4  The duties of the Aaronic 
priests were also inconsistent with those of the priests of 
Mormonism.5  What is even more important for our 
purposes is the fact that the requirements for the Biblical 
Aaronic priests are very different from those of Mormon 
teaching.  The priesthood of Aaron is reserved solely and 
eternally6 for the descendants of Aaron.  Hence, the only 
ones who can hold the Aaronic priesthood, according to 
the Bible, are those who are the physical offspring of the 
tribe of Levi, the family of Aaron.7

 When we look at LDS practice, however, we find 
that in the individual’s “Patriarchal blessing” he is told 
to what tribe he belongs.  Normally, the tribe is that of 
Ephraim or Manassah.  We have never encountered any 
Mormon who claimed to be of the tribe of Levi, let alone 
the family of Aaron.  Clearly the Mormon person must 
not be claiming to hold the same priesthood as spoken of 
in the Bible, as very few of the members of the LDS 
Church are Jewish in lineage! 
 The most telling objection to be raised to the entire 
idea of a modern functioning Aaronic priesthood is the 
simple teaching of the New Testament that in the one-
time sacrifice of Jesus Christ the entire sacrificial 
system, along with its priesthood duties, was fulfilled 
and completed.  To go back to the old system is to undo 
the work of Jesus at Calvary!  For example—the veil of 
the Temple in Jerusalem was torn in two from top to 
bottom when Christ died (Matthew 27:51).  This veil had 
stood for the separating wall between God and man that  

was bridged but once a year by the one high priest8 
when he offered the sacrifice of atonement for the 
people.9  Christ, however, offered the final sacrifice and 
in doing so opened the way permanently for all who 
would come to God by Him.  Christ did not do away 
with the priesthood—rather he fulfilled it—its purpose 
was done, finished, completed.10  Since this is so, 
anyone today who wishes to revive the old ways of the 
Aaronic priesthood sadly misunderstands the work of 
Christ on the cross.11

 
THE MELCHIZEDEK PRIESTHOOD 
 Much more important than the “Aaronic” priesthood 
in Mormon thought is the “Holy Priesthood after the 
Order of the Son of God” or the “Melchizedek 
Priesthood.”  This priesthood “comprehends the Aaronic 
or Levitcal Priesthood, and is the grand head, and holds 
the highest authority which pertains to the priesthood… 
and is the channel through which all knowledge, 
doctrine, the plan of salvation and every important 
matter is revealed from heaven.”12  Obviously this 
supposed authority is very important to the LDS Church.  
But again, does the Bible support such a teaching? 
 Let us first examine the qualifications of the 
“Melchizedek” priest as given in the Bible.  Hebrews 7:3 
tells us that Melchizedek was “without father, without 
mother, without descent, having neither beginning of 
days, or end of life…”  Only Melchizedek and Christ 
meet those qualifications,13 for this priethood is 
unique—no one but Melchizedek and Christ has ever 
held it.  Indeed, Hebrews 7:3 also makes clear that 
Melchizedek is only like the son of God—he was not the 
pattern that Jesus followed but rather he was a “type”—
the mere reflection of the full expression of the Son of 
God.  This priesthood is also seen, on the basis of this 
passage, to be one that is not passed on from one to 
another14 like the Aaronic priesthood was. 
 The work of the Melchizedek priest is seen in 
Hebrews 7:24-25, where the Bible says, “But this man 
(Jesus), because he continueth ever, hath an 
unchangeable priesthood.  Wherefore, he is able also to 
save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, 
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.”  
The priesthood Jesus holds is His “unchangeably” or 
“permanently.”  Some translate it by the word 
“intransmissible”15 indicating that no one else can hold 
this priesthood.  Though some would argue with the 
translation of the word, the fact is clear that the person 
holding this priesthood by right of eternal life is able to 
save completely those who come unto God by him—a  
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claim that few Mormons would knowingly make.  
However, if the LDS Church is going to declare that it 
has this priesthood, it must face the fact that it is 
professing to have that which according to the Bible, is 
the property of Jesus Christ alone. 
 A passage that is frequently cited in this discussion 
is Hebrews 5:6 which mentions the “order of 
Melchizedek.”  The LDS Church teaches that this 
indicates that there was an “order” of priests after 
Melchizedek—that it is a priesthood that is passed on 
much like the Aaronic.16  The whole point of the 
discourse, however, is just the opposite—the priesthood 
of Jesus is superior to that of Aaron and one of the 
reasons is that it is not passed from one to another.  It is 
not invested in men who will die, but is given only to the 
One who has died and lives on forever, the Lord Jesus 
Christ!  To miss this point is to misunderstand the entire 
argument of Hebrews!  It must also be pointed out that 
the word translated “order” means “of the same kind”17 
or “nature, quality, manner, condition, appearance.”18  It 
does not refer to a lineage of priests, but rather to the 
kind of priest.  It must again be stressed that Jesus’ 
priesthood is His uniquely and that no one can claim to 
hold what is His by right as the one great High Priest, 
the one Mediator between God and man (I Timothy 2:5).  
Therefore, the LDS Church’s claim to hold this 
priesthood is without Biblical or historical basis,19 and 
far more importantly, it strikes at the very core of the 
work and office of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 We do not pretend that these few points cover all 
there is to say on this subject.—such a discussion would 
not be practical in this small space.  We do feel, 
however, that the above information makes it very clear 
that the Mormon view of “authority” is separate from, 
and contradicted by, the Word of God. 
 
AN IMPORTANT DECISION 
 Given the Bible’s teaching about the “priesthood” as 
claimed by the LDS Church, the individual Mormon is 
left with a decision to make—will he follow the 
teachings of his church, or the teachings of Jesus Christ 
and his apostles as contained in the Bible?  In making 
this decision, it is important for the Mormon to realize 
that the real Jesus Christ is vastly superior to the concept 
he or she has been taught.  He is not simply one of the 
many offspring of a god who was once a man—He is the 
one true God of creation, who holds all things together 
by His power (Col. 1:15-17).  His priesthood is far above 
anything that we humans can imagine, and His work 
cannot be imitated by men who claim religious 
“authority.”  He does not dispense His power and 
authority through man-made channels, but rather He 
gives His real authority to each and every person who 
comes to Him by faith.20  There is no separate “class” of 
believers to whom some special priesthood is given—all 

believers in the true Jesus Christ are “kings and priests 
unto God”—not priests that stand before God for others 
as in the Old Testament—but priests unto God in that 
they have direct access to God through the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  This kind of authority is not “passed on” through 
religious ceremony, but is given by the Sovereign Holy 
Spirit at the time of conversion. 
 At this present time you may reject what we  have 
said.  Our plea to you would be that you would 
remember these words, for someday, when you need a 
true foundation—a solid basis in real truth, you will 
need to deal with what we have said.  When you desire a 
full and vital personal relationship with the living God 
rather than the dry husks of formal religion, remember 
His truth as presented in His Word, the Bible.  Turn your 
life over to the one true God of eternity.  He offers you 
full salvation.  Remember that Jesus is “able to save 
completely those who come to God through Him, 
because He always lives to intercede for them.” 
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“chosen” that is translated in modern versions as “appointed.”  
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believes God is a man and Jesus one of his many offspring, 
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and the coming of the Lord Jesus—Melchizedek did not 
“give” the priesthood to Jesus (or anyone else for that 
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Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, 3rd ed. Edited  
by Arndt, Gingrich and Danker (Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press, 1979) pp. 803-804.  See also W. E. Vine’s 
Expositor’s Dictionary of New Testament Words (Old Tappan 
new Jersey: Revell Company, 1966) p. 145. 
19  There is really no historical basis for the supposed 
“restoration” of the priesthood, as mentioned briefly above.  
The sections in the Doctrine and Covenants (specifically 
section 27) have been edited to make it look as though this 
teaching was a part of the Mormon theology from the 
beginning when this is not so.  David Whitmer rightly pointed 
these changes out in his book “An Address to All Believers in 
Christ” pages 56 and following.  The evidence for a visit in 
June of 1829 of Peter, James and John is slim to none. 
20  As the Bible says, “But as many as received him, to them 
gave he power (gr: exousia meaning power, authority) to 
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name.” (John 1:12).  Note that we become the children of 
God—not that we have always been the children of God. 
_______________________________________________ 
For complete documented information on Mormonism, 
order either one of the following books on our Book List:   
(1)  Mormonism Shadow or Reality?, or (2) One Nation 
Under Gods—A History of the Mormon Church. 
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I f  I  W e r e  t h e  D e v i l  
 By Paul Harvey 

 

I would gain control of the most powerful nation in the world.  I would delude their minds 
into thinking they had come from man’s effort, instead of God’s blessings.  I would 
promote an attitude of loving things and using people, instead of the other way around.  
I would dupe entire states into relying on gambling for their state revenue.  I would 
convince people that character is not an issue when it comes to leadership.  I would 
make it legal to take one’s own life, and invent machines to make it convenient.  I would 
cheapen human life as much as possible so that the life of animals are valued more than 
human beings.  I would take God out of the schools, where even the mention of His name 
was grounds for a lawsuit. 
 

I would come up with drugs that sedate the mind and target the young, and I would get 
sports heroes to advertise them.  I would get control of the media, so that every night 
I could pollute the mind of every family member for my agenda.  I would attack the 
family, the backbone of any nation.  I would make divorce acceptable and easy, even 
fashionable.  If the family crumbles, so does the nation. 
 

I would compel people to express their most depraved fantasies on canvas and movie 
screens and call it art.  I would convince the world that people are born homosexuals, 
and that their lifestyles should be accepted and marveled.  I would convince the people 
that right and wrong are determined by a few who call themselves authorities and refer 
to their agenda as politically correct. 
 

I would persuade people that the church is irrelevant and out of date, and the Bible is 
for the naïve.  I would dull the minds of Christians and make them believe 
that prayer is not important, and that faithfulness and obedience are 
optional. 
 

I guess I would leave things pretty much the way they are. 
 

Quoted in book Spirit Warriors, by Stu Weber, Multnomah Publishers, p. 144 




