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Evil Angels, Self-Esteem, Christian Positive Confession Movement 
 
 Given that the devil’s sin was pride and self-
aggrandizement, it is not surprising that he would 
find it difficult to relinquish the self-love that 
produced his notoriety,  Unfortunately, people rarely 
comprehend where a self-love philosophy that 
mimics the devil’s may lead them.  Those angel 
authors who define the devil as “ego-dominated 
personality,” or similar euphemisms, need to rethink 
the implications (2525:165). 
 One of the most popular angel teachings is that 
people must learn to esteem and love themselves 
above all else, even above God Himself.  But since 
they are God, it’s really one and the same thing.  
Consider a few examples: 
 

• “Our Being is a wonder that has no name…” 
(2507:143). 

• “We are not separate from God.  We are God. 
. .”(2514:105). 

• “Self-love will nurture and nourish 
you….Forge ahead into the everlasting 
wonderful effect of true self-love….Simply 
allow feelings of love for yourself to emerge.  
Here they come.  Now bask in the light of 
self-love….Eventually, you find yourself 
fully in the golden light as you step forward 
on the path of self-love with your angelic 
guide from the energy system of divine 
love…..Regardless of what you think is good 
or bad, right or wrong,…you must accept life 
as perfect in being just what it is.  You are 
perfect in being who you are right 
now…human life is basically good…. You 
belong to heaven.  Love your frailty and your 
humanity.  It connects you to the creative 
force in the universe….As you love the 
weakness of being human, you will grow 
strong inside…. Your [angel] teacher 
speaks….’You do love yourself, and this is 
okay.  You are beautiful…. You are life 
divine—you are love itself.’… The more you 
generate this heavenly love for yourself the 
more magnificent life will be…. You are 
transformed by self-love.  You thank your 
angel guide and then thank yourself” 
(2523:152, 156-61). 

• “you do not need to ask permission to love 
yourself,…nothing less is sufficient to you or 

God” (2512:98). 
• “[Claiming] your own goodness…[will] 

further goodness on the earth” (2512:102). 
• “You have a Buddha nature…. Here for your 

use in meditation is a powerful mantra…. ‘I 
am love, I give love, I accept love…’ “ 
 (2512:134). 

 
 The problem here is that this kind of self-esteem 
is based on the false concept that man in his true 
nature is divine (2541).  And once the creation and 
the creature become God, then everything is reduced 
to the lowest common denominator and everything in 
the creation ends up with the same value.  As the 
popular angels teach, “Nature has no favorites; it 
loves the frog and the fish equally; it supports the 
bird and the dog in the same ways…. You and we, 
your angelic teachers, are each essential parts of the 
system, neither more nor less” (2512:174). 
 If the tree and the rock and the dog and the frog 
are just as much God as everything else, then there is 
no fundamental difference between things.  The irony 
is that this does not elevate man, it degrades him to 
the lowest element of nature.  
 Regardless, this kind of self-love and self-esteem 
teaching provides an entrance into the church through 
modern psychology and the positive confession 
movement (1970/2491).  As noted earlier, many 
modern angel books use terminology directed toward 
Christians.  One particularly potent occult text 
encourages readers to “endow each angel with the 
Will of God, the Love of Christ, and the Action of the 
Holy Spirit” (2525:31). 
 As we documented in The Facts on the Faith 
Movement (1970) and The Facts on False Teachings 
in the Church (339), the modern faith/positive 
confession leaders usually claim that they have 
received their unique teachings by direct divine 
revelation, occasionally through the mediation of 
angels.  In these booklets, we have shown that such 
teachings are not biblical and could not have come 
from God or the Good angels. 
 If the proponents’ claims to supernatural 
inspiration are legitimate, then only one source of 
revelation remains.  Perhaps it is significant that 
many spirit guides today have positive confession 
tapes on sale by their mediums. (The tapes by 
“DaBen” and “Orin” include such titles as, “Creating 



 8

Money: The Spiritual law of Prosperity and 
Abundance” and “Awakening Your Prosperity Self”; 
575:231-32). 
 The popular angels also support and endorse 
positive confession teachings.  Terry Lynn Taylor 
remarks, “Angels are the missing link in the chain 
of…self-help, self-development, and self-reliance 
programs….Angels are heaven-sent agents who are 
always available to help you create heaven in your 
life” (2511:xvi). 
 The entire purpose of the book Creating with the 
Angels: An Angel-Guided Journey into Creativity is 
to use angels as a means to create success in every 
area of life (2523:vii-xi).  One angel says, 
“Abundance is a state of mind that leads to physical 
manifestation of physical resources.  But, more 
important, abundance is a state of spirit that initially 
awakens the minds to its creative possibilities.  You 
are being led toward abundant thinking, feeling, love, 
and participating in life so that you will be in a 
position to encourage wholism in every form 
wherever you find it” (2512:214). 
 The popular angels often speak in the same words 
and cite the same biblical passages as the modern 
Christian prosperity teachers.  In The Angels Within 
Us we read, “The bible also says, ‘By your words 
you will be justified, and by your words you will be 
condemned’ (Matt. 12:37); ‘Death and life are in the 
power of the tongue’ (Prov. 18:21); and, ‘Thou shall 
also decree a thing, and it shall be established unto 
thee’ (Job 22:28).  Charles Fillmore, cofounder of 
Unity, wrote, ‘The spoken word carries vibrations 
through the universal ether…. And Earnest Holmes, 
founder of the Church of Religious Science has 
written, ‘The word gives form to the unformed…’” 
(2525:268). 
 Other teachings from this same occult book also 
reflect basic Christian prosperity beliefs: “We should 
meditate for an understanding of what produced the 
original condition of lack in our minds, speak the 
word for the healing of that mental-emotional 
condition, and then work consciously with the Angel 
of Abundance to reveal a divinely prosperous life” 
(2525:58).  Or, “Abundance is the true nature of 
God…. And when you identify this Spirit of God 
within as your abundance, your consciousness 
becomes the principle of prosperity.  The energy 
flows into manifestation through you, forever 
reproducing the vibration of your consciousness in 
the world of form” (2525:56-57).  And, “When you 
contemplate the God Self I Am as infinite 

supply…you are deepening your awareness of the 
truth of your Reality” (2525:88,96). 
 One popular angel reveals, “I have promised you 
unlimited prosperity…. I am the Lord your healer, I 
heal all your diseases, restore health to you, and heal 
your wounds.  This is not to come.  It is.  In truth, 
you are healed now; you are whole” (2525:263-64).  
The author tells his readers, “Make contact with the 
angel and ask how you are limiting your own 
success.  Let him show you any false beliefs that may 
be blocking the flow from his perspective” 
(2525:286). 
 Other popular angel books advise: 
 

• “True abundance is the ability to see the 
abundance that is already ours” (2507:Feb. 8). 

• “I harness the power that enables me to 
realize all of my desires and objectives…. I 
have the power to know what is best” 
(2507:Jan.11,21). 

• “If we believe that we can have 
something…our higher selves—the parts of 
our psyches that are in communication with 
the angels—will begin to create it for us” 
(2507:May7). 

• “I create my own miracles” (2507:Sept. 14). 
 
 That the modern Christian prosperity movement 
has aligned itself with the same teachings has given 
Christian leadership, across denominational lines, 
great concern that “faith teaching” is an avenue for 
the acceptance of doctrines of demons masquerading 
as angels.  Consider the following statements made 
by several popular faith teachers. 
 Kenneth Copeland teaches, “When you use the 
Word in the name of Jesus they [angels] are obligated 
to follow your command” (1167:104).  Gloria 
Copeland thinks that there may be at least 40,000 
angels assigned to each believer; thus, “there is no 
shortage of angel power” (2545), and, “how long do 
you think it would take them to make you wealthy?” 
(1168:86).  Unfortunately, “for the most part, the 
heirs of the promise have not been using the angel 
power available to them” (1168:65).  Thus, “Your 
words put the angels to work on your behalf to bring 
to pass whatever you say…the words of your mouth 
bind them or loose them to work for you” (1168:88). 
 Charles Capps says that god supernaturally 
revealed the same truths to him.  In Angels he says, 
“You need the supernatural beings of God working 
for you here on earth” (1170:80).  In Releasing the 
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Ability of God he states, “The Spirit of God spoke 
this into my spirit just as plainly as if I heard it with 
my ears…. He said: ‘The Word says the angels are 
ministering spirits.  These ministering spirits stand 
beside you daily and listen to the words that you 
speak…. But you are the one who tells them what to 
do” (1169:100-01,105).  Thus, “Angels will work for 
you.  They will become involved in every area of 
your life—your home, your business, everything—
but only to the extent that you allow them to operate” 
(1170:173). 
 Kenneth Hagin claims that in 1958 “The Lord 
Jesus suddenly appeared” before him, with an angel 
standing three feet behind Him.  In I believe in 
Visions he reveals, “He [Jesus] said, ‘This is your 
angel.’ ‘My angel?’ I asked.  ‘Yes, your angel, and if 
you will respond to him, he will appear to you as I 
will at times; and he will give you guidance and 
direction concerning the things of life…”(1179:93) 
 Jerry Savelle says that when we apply the 
principles of the Faith Movement, “the angels come 
on the scene to see that what you say comes to pass” 
(1171:45).  John Osteen teaches that, “When you 
become a covenant-person, God assigns angels to 
watch you and your family…”(1172:45).  Robert 
Tilton says, “When you talk positively about your 
dream, you not only release its substance, but you 
release the angels to work for you, causing your 
dream to come to pass” (1173:54)  Benny Hinn also 
accepts the supposed ministry of the “faith” angels 
(1175:13). 
 Our concern is that Christians are being 
conditioned to have a particular expectation about 
angels that is not biblical, and that the angelic 
characteristics and promises are similar to what 
channelers with spirit guides claim about the spirits 
they contact. 
 In 1987, Kenneth Copeland gave a prophecy 
“from Jesus Christ” in which “Jesus” promised that 
new and dramatic angel manifestations were going to 
increase in the church and that many “will have 
visitations from the spirit realm.”  Concerning the 
angels, “Jesus” allegedly told Copeland: 
 

A very outstanding time is on the way.  A time is 
coming when there will be manifestation of 
angels more than usual, more than there has been 
in the past.  Many of you are going to witness for 
yourselves the angel that has been put in charge 
and in command of your ministry and your life.  
Many of you are going to have visitations from 

the spirit realm.  Many of you will have divinely 
appointed visions and dreams….. Oh, there’s no 
time nor distance in the spirit realm.  You’ll be 
connected together at times like you’ve never 
witnessed before.  Suddenly, you will be standing 
in that [spiritual]country, and suddenly you’ll 
deliver a message and then suddenly you’ll be 
brought back in your kitchen again.  Oh, I have 
some outstanding things, sayeth the Lord 
(1178:9). 
 

 But this “Jesus” also denied his own deity when 
he said: “Don’t be disturbed when people accuse you 
of thinking you are god…. They crucified me for 
claiming that I was God.  But I didn’t claim I was 
God; I just claimed I walked with Him and that He 
was in me.  Hallelujah.  That’s what you are doing” 
(1178: see 2 Timothy 2:13).  But in the Bible Jesus 
did claim to be God when He said, “He who has seen 
Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9 NASB), and “I and 
the Father are one” (John 10:30), and “Before 
Abraham was born, I am” (John 8:58; cf. John 
1:1,14; Philippians 2:9; Hebrews 1:3,8-10, Titus 
2:13; 2 Peter 1:1) 
 
Bibliography 
339.  John Ankerberg, John Weldon, The Facts on False 

Teaching in the Church, Eugene, OR: Harvest 
House Publishers, 1988. 

575.  Sanaya Roman and Duane Packer, Opening to 
Channel: How to Connect with Your Guide, 
Tiburon, CA: H.J. Kramer, Inc. 1987. 

1167.  Kenneth Copeland, The Laws of Prosperity, Fort 
Worth, TX: Kenneth Copeland Publications, 1974. 

1168.  Gloria Copeland, God’s Will Is Prosperity, Fort 
Worth, TX: Kenneth Copeland Publications, 1978. 

1169.  Charles Capps, Releasing the Ability of God, 
England, AZ: Charles Capps Publishers, 1978. 

1170.  Charles Capps, Angels, England, AZ: Charles 
Capps Publishers, 1984. 

1171.  Jerry Savelle, Energizing Your Faith, Fort Worth, 
TX: Jerry Savelle Ministries, 1983. 

1172.  John Osteen, Unraveling the Mystery of the Blood 
Covenant, Houston, TX:  John Osteen Ministries, 
1987. 

1173.  Robert Tilton, Climb Your Ladder of Success, 
Dallas: Robert Tilton Ministries, 1988. 

1175.  In The Christian Sentinel, vol. 1, no. 1. 
1178.  Kenneth Copeland, “Take Time to Pray,” Believers 

Voice of Victory, February 1987, p. 9. In the 
subsequent issue, Copeland explained that he does 
believe in Christ’s deity and that Jesus only meant 
to say He never claimed to be God while on earth 



In Memory of a Real Heroine (prepublication copy, p.1). But this is not true: for 
example, the Gospel of John is full of Christ’s claim  
to be God while on earth—John 8:58; 10:30; 14:9; 
15:26; 20:28,29). Even the Kenneth Copeland 
Ministry staff admit in a letter dated February 9, 
1988 (on file) that, while on earth, “Jesus revealed 
His deity only in a very limited number of 
situations.”  Copeland’s own staff denies 
Copeland’s statements. 

 
There recently was the death of a 98 year old lady 
named Irena Sendler. 
 
During WW II, Irena, got permission to work in the 
Warsaw Ghetto, as a Plumbing/Sewer specialist.  She 
had an ulterior motive... She KNEW what the Nazi's 
plans were for the Jews, (being German). 1179.  Kenneth Hagin, I Believe in Visions, Tulsa, OK: 

Kenneth Hagin Ministries, 1984.  
Irena smuggled infants out in the bottom of her tool 
box she carried, and she carried in the back of her 
truck a Burlap sack, (for larger kids). 
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She also had a dog in the back, that she trained to 
bark when the Nazi soldiers let her in, and out of the 
ghetto.  The soldiers of course wanted nothing to do 
with the dog, and the barking covered the kids/infants 
noises. 
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During her time and course of doing this, she 
managed to smuggle out and save 2500 kids/infants. 
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She was caught, and the Nazi's broke both her legs, 
and arms, and beat her severely. 
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Irena kept a record of the names of all the kids she 
smuggled out, and kept them in a glass jar, buried 
under a tree in her back yard.  After the war, she tried 
to locate any parents that may have survived it, and 
reunited the family. 
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Most of course had been gassed. Those kids she 
helped got placed into foster family homes, or 
adopted.   

2541.  See Ref. 2512:118; cf. pp. 46,54,58,134. 
2545.  See ref. 1168:84-85. 

  
Last year Irena was up for the Nobel Peace Prize.... 
She LOST.  Al Gore won, for a slide show on Global 
Warming.   

Excerpt from Encyclopedia of News Age Beliefs by John 
Ankerberg and John Weldon, Harvest House Publishers, 
Eugene, Oregon 97402. 1996, pp.47-50 

 
 
“So when I need a financial breakthrough I don’t just pray and ask God for my 
financial breakthrough.  I go into intercession and become a partner with the 
angels by petitioning the Father for the angels that are assigned to getting me 
money:  ‘Father, give me the angels in heaven right now that are assigned to get 
me money and wealth.  And let those angels be released on my behalf.  Let them 
go into the four corners of the earth and gather me money.’”  Todd Bentley   
(from Todd’s 2003 article ‘Angelic Hosts’).   
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